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Oestohber 30, 1947 


Mr. Oscar W. Meier, Chief 

U.S. Economic Mission to Liberia 
Monrovia, Liberia 

Vest Africa 


Dear Mrs Meier? 





Returning from Washington yesterday, I fotind your most excellent 
letter of October 17. It was good to hesr from YOue 


Minister Lanier is back home by now, I presume. I saw him in 
Washington, but missed him in New Yorke I am certain he will 
have much to report. 


Saw Mr. Meeker. Found him splendid ss usuel.e I hope we can 
work out en arrenzement which will have some services to both 
the mission and people of the croup here in the United States. 


It is good to know thet the people are catching on to methods 
which will enable them to turn out first-class products. Thet 
has been the difficultye Once the economic advantaze of doing 
the job right and theldmewledze of how to do it penetrates, there 
should be great opportumity for development. 


It will be interesting to hear of the forestry report. Sxperi- 
enees of the lumber industry with Liberian shipments have been 
unfortunete. Again, I belive aside from the fact that Liberian 
mahogeny looks different in color and that Jnited States users 
have not been accustomed to African woods, there has been the 
fact thet shipments wera not properly prepared and selected. 


It would be serviceable to me if I could send over a reel of 

color film and have some shots mede by your osameramen along the 
streets of Liberia end of a sociel gathering where there were 

some prominent Liberians end Americens czathered. I could fit it 

in to adventage with our color movies of West Africae Please show 
Frank the inolosed invitetione The event was a greet success. They 
packed International House suditorium end the repersussions have 
been most favorable. Tell Frenk I'll be writing him. Mrae Barnett 
joins m in best wishes. : 


Sincerely yours, 
THE ASSOCIATED NEGRO PRESS 


Claude A. Barnett 
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE 
OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 





Monrovia, Liberia, October 17, 1947 


Mr. Claude A, Barnett, Director 
The Associated Negro Press, Inc. 
3507 South Parkway 

Chicago 15, Illinois 


Dear Mr, Barnett: 


For many weeks now it has been my intention to answer the kind 
letter received from you and Mrs, Barnett following your visit here. 
We have been working under pressure, however, getting out the reports 
on the proposed railroad and Western Province resources which the 
Department has been awaiting. These were finally all pulled together 
and forwarded about a month ago. Then we had to clean up what we had 
deferred while working on these reports, so we are just now beginning 
to see daylight. We hope you and Mrs, Barnett will find it possible 
to come back soon again. 


Everybody is quite excited here about the Stettinius Associates’ 
plan. We are very pleased to see that you are one of the Board of 
Directors of the Liberia Company. The Board is certainly an inspir- 
ing roster of big names, With such backing it should be possible to 
achieve almost any objective. The Liberians generally seem most en- 
thusiastic about the venture. Of course, there is the usual dissi- 
dent element, but it does not seem formidable. 


Frank has been dowm the coast in the Grand Bassa area for the 
past month. He is due back today. The people seem to be responding 
well to our efforts to stimulate increased production and export of 
palm oil, palm kernels, piassava and cocoa,~ We have been experiment— 
ing here at the Economic Mission with a simple drying process which 
the native man can use to produce good quality cocoa. We have been 
able to produce a beautiful product here and I believe the instal- 
lation is practical for use in the native villages. Fort and another 
member of our staff are down in the Eastern Province working on it now. 


The Raymond people are putting the finishing touches on the har- 
bor. The dredging is about all that will require much additional time. 
Harry Lutz is leaving next week, turning the completion of the job 
over to an assistant. 


Mayer, our forester, is leaving for the lower part of the country 
the latter part of this month. He has been studying the aerial photographs 
of the forests of this area and now wants to do a lot of ground curising 
to determine the quality of the timber in the forested area. - We should 
have the facts on this pretty well in hand by the first of the year. 


We are awaiting Lanier's return from Washington with much antici- 
pation. With so many things developing, we can hardly wait to get a 
first-hand account. Somehow, cables and letters never quite seem to do 
the job. 


Please remember me to Mrs, Barnett. If there is anything personal 


I can do for you "not inconsistent with my official duties, et cetera," 
feel free to call on me. ; 


erely yours, 
Oscar W, Meier ; Chief 


U, S, Economic. Mission 


Monrovia, Liberia, November 17, 1947 


Mr. Claude A. Barnett 
Director, Associated Negro Press 
3507 South Parkway — 


Chicago 15, Illinois 


Dear Mr. Barnett: . 
This is in reply to your letter of October 30 which was received recently. 
Minister Lanier has returned and reports a most satisfactory trip. I have 


just returned from a trip down the coast to Cape Palmas in our boat. We took - 
our Forester and D. Twe. down to Setta Kru from whence they will trek inland on 


their timber cruise of that area. 


After dropping them off, I went on down to Cape Palmas to check up on the 
cocoa operations. Ernest Yancy has built a cocoa drying house out of native 
materials and he is doing a good job with it. He has 20 tons of reasonably 
good quality cocoa ready for loading on the 53 Ferngulf next week. He expects 
to ship at least another 80 tons before the end of December. President Tubman 
has recently issued an Executive Circular establishing grades and standards for 
cocoa, and authorizing the Bureau of Agriculture to set up an inspection service 
to insure compliance with these grades and standards. 


We will be glad to take some pictures for you if you want to send over a 
roll of colored film. Sometime ago, we sent 16 rolls of various sujects to the 


_ Department. I have not heard how they turned out but many of the shots which we 


took were of scenes suggested in your letter. If you would get in touch with 
Ken Meeker, he may be able to tell you whether these pictures were any good or 
not and, perhaps, an arrangement can be worked out for prints of such parts as 
you might be interested in having. I mention this possibility since it may en- 
able you to get what you want at an earlier date than by the method which you 
suggest. 


Your letter mentions, an enclosed invitation which you asked me to show 
to Frank. There was evidently an oversight in the process of mailing as the 
invitation was not enclosed. Frank is down Cape Palmas way at present, work- 
ing on cocoa and "busy as a beaver" as usual. I will pass your message on to 
him when he returns. 






Our best regards to you and Mrs. Barnett, 1 
oe rely yourg, 


Oscar W. Mefer, Chief 


OWMeier: jtb \U.S. Economic Mission 


ee 


FEBRUARWCbYMAry 17, 1948 


Mre Lamar E. Korte, 

Ue. Se Economia Mission, 
Monrovia, Liberia. 

My Dear Forte: 


If you had not asked so many questions and things to do I suppose 


‘my reply would have come sooner. I laid your letter aside until 


I had more time and there have teen so many pressures on me that 
I did not get back to it. It has been my lot to travel a deal 
so that whon I returned I had to plunge into accumulated work. 


However, we were glad to hoar from you and to know what an inter- 
inting experience you are having. Glad to that your health is 
standing up although your description of being out in that vile 
lage way in the interior was a gripping one. 


The papers sliould have come forward to you before. Some are 
going this week. You know it will take a long time for them to 
reaoh youe if , 

We have a good tanner here. He takes a long time to turn skins 
out, sometimes three months but they are O.K. when he finally 
gets to them. It seoms to me that the best thing to do is for 
you to have the things tanned and then have the belts, jackets, 
etoe, made when you come to the United States. In the first 
place things never look just as you expeot them when they are 
tanned and in the seoond there would be no way of knowing the 
types, styles and that sort of thing you wanted. If you Wish us 
to place the things in the tanners we will be glad to do 80 


It is especially good news to know that good cocoa is now coming 
out. It is equally good to know that you saw so many fine products 
growing. All that is proof that sooner or later Liberia has the 
potentialities whioh will permit great growth and. developmente 


-20lir,Lamar EB, Forte. 2/17/48 
Its fine your family is going out to join youe I hope they like 
the country and that you will all have a happy stay there. 
Lirs. Barnett joins me in all good wishes to you and all friends. 
Your letéer was very helpful to me. We will be able to do some 
sort of story although it is hard to use the material which you 
send within the limits which you prescribe insofar as the departe 
ment is concerned. 
Best wishes, 
Sincerely 
THE ASSOCIATED NEGRO PRESS 


Claude f. Barnott 


Tse 





THE FOREIGN SERVICE 
OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


Monrovia, Liberia, February 24, 1948 


Mr. Claude A. Barnett, Director 
The Associated Negro Press Inc. 


507 South Parkway 
Opi caco 15, tllinois 


Dear Mr. Barnett: 


Our man Allison has taken the roll of Kodachrome which you 
sent. Jt has been returned to you by air mail. We hope the shots — 
which he obtained are near. enough to what you want to be satisfac- 
tory. They include views of and about the state, treasury, interior 
and war departments, the executive mansions and street scenes on the 
water front. ; 


Things are moving along at a rapid pace here these days. Li- 
beria Company representatives have been and’still are here in nun- 
bers. They seem optimistic about the prospects and presumably are 
returning to the States to draft programs based on such favorable 
impressions. Bill Trimble has arrived to take up his duties as 
regident manager and Ed Stettinius is expected in about three weeks. 


The President has gone down the coast on a vacation cruise, 
but is expected to return before Stettinius' arrival. Lansdell 
Christie accompanied by his family is also expected. 


Two French Companies, one a trucking company between Monrovia 
and N'Zerekore and Macenta in French Guinea and the other a Mari- 
time Company have established offices and commenced operations 
here. The French have opened their road into Liberia from Guinea 
and several truck loads of gasoline and other imports have already 
been taken over it. The trucks are bringing back palm kernels, 
kola nuts and similar products for export. 


All in all there is a fever of activity, the housing shortage 
grows more intense, Pinder is busier than a one-armed paperhanger 
but smiling from ear to ear. It's the smile of a man who sees a 
long-cherished dream beginning to materialize. 


By the way, J am sending Allison up to Roberts Field this week- 
end to fly over Booker, Washington, Monrovia and the harbor to make 


=2-= 


aerial photographs. It's his first experience at this and if they 
turn-out all right I'll let you know. 


Our best regards to you and Mrs. Barnett. 


erely yours, 
/ 







yay : 
scar W. Meier, Chief 
U.S. Economic Mission 





_ parties where the guests are mixed? ; 


February 25, 1948 


Mr. Oscar W. Meier, Chief 
U.eSe Economics Mission 
Monrovia, Liberia 

West Africa 


Dear Mr. Meier: 


The films arrived. We got three dsays' service on the development 
and ran them last night. They ere excellent. I hope you will 
express our thanks to whoever shot the pictures. Ask him if 
there is not something over here he would like to have and which 
I can send him. 


This film fills out our Liberian needs excellently with one or 

two exceptions. Thet is such a good shot of Bishop Harris that 

we ought,tin sslf defense, set one helf as long of Bishop King. 

It happens thet we have shead of us now half a dozen enzazements 
in Methodist churches. These are all-white congresations, but I 
eam certein they are quite faimilear with Bishop King and the Metho- 
dist work in Liberia. We will have to do considerable explaining. 


There ought to be a bit of the lezation with Minister and Mrs. 
Lanier coming ought. There ought to be a bit of the good-looking 
quarters of the Ue S. Eoonomica Mission, with some of its staff 
about so wea can tell of its work, I em only talking in places 
convenient here, but Mrs. Barnett is doing a combination leoture- 
program in which she shows the West African picturese She hes 
engagements at Tuskegee, Prairie View, Alcorn, Edward Yaters and 
a number of s-uthern cities now.s Then what sbout one of the 


I am airmailing another reel of Kodachrome as soon as I can secure 
it. I am inclosins a money order for $10 to reimburse you for 
the posvase end to pay the postage on the other shots if you find 
it possible to have them taken. If not, I shell wnderstend end 
be eternnlly grateful for what wa did get. 


Have not been to Washington since I last reported to youe Caught 
a bit of pleurisy out East and walked around with it for three 
weeks without knowing what it was.. The doctor has had me in for 
three weeks now and has not given the “go” sign yet, though I am 
working about the house a bit. 


ole 


Regards to Frank, Forte, the young avistor snd to all the members 
of the staff whom we enjoyed meetinz. I wish I had a chance to 
sit down with you and Frank end mull over the new activities there 
so es to get your frank views. The spirit of the group is so good 
thet I hope every prospect oan be developed successfully for the 
benefit of all aoncamned. 


Best wishes. 


Sinserely, 
THE ASSOCIATED NEGRO PRESS 


Cleude A, Barnett 
jhr 
Incl. 
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6811 Fairfax Road 
Bethesda 14, Maryland 
November 30, 1948 © 


Mr. Claude 4. Barnett, Director 
The Associated Negro Press, Inc. 
National News Service | 

3507 South Parkway 

Chicago 15, Illinois 


Dear Mr. Barnett: 


I am sorry that the pressure of work here has prevented me from send— 
ing you the information which you requested at an earlier date. 


Our survey work in Liberia is now at the stage where we are ready to 
lay out a specific program for the development of the country. We know, 
for example, that a large part of Liberia has a soil and climate which is 
excellent for the production of cocoa. Our agricultural staff has deter- 
mined that about two and a half times as much land in Liberia is suitable 
for cocoa production as is suitable for this purpose in the Gold Coast. 
As you know, Gold Coast cocoa shipments have ranged between 200,000 and 
300,000 tons a year or nearly one half of the world's supply. The United 
States, on the other hand, is the world's leading consumer of cocoa. 


Present world supplies of cocoa are insufficient to meet demand. 
Production in the Gold Coast is falling off because of a serious disease 
which is ravaging that area. This disease, known as "swollen shoot", is 
continuing to spread even though the British Colonial Government is taking 
drastic measures to control it. Last year some 10,000,000 cocoa trees 
were cut down and burned in an effort to stop its further spread. Our 
leading supplier of cocoa, therefore, may not be able to maintain the high 
production which it has contributed to World supplies in the past. kf- 
forts to expand cocoa production in other parts of the world are making 
slow progress. In the Western Hemisphere there is another serious dis— 
ease, "witches broom", which has had a retarding effect. It would appear, 
therefore, if our supplies of cocoa are to be increased or even maintained 
we should not neglect an opportunity to expand its production in an area 
which seems as favorable for this purpose as does Liberia. 


Practically all of the African produced cocoa, as well as some of 
that from the Far East, is under British control. The British have set 
up a government—sponsored cartel which has boosted the price of cocoa 
since the end of World War II price controls from about 9 cents to between 
45 and 50 cents per pound. It is readily apparent that through this de— 
vice the United States is paying out a very large sum of money to British 
Colonial Areas in Africa and unless we develop some independent sources 
of supply, there does not seem to be any prospect of our getting ina 
reasonable bargaining position in the foreseeable future. 








~ae 


Another example of how American aid to Kurope assists the colonial 
areas of Africa but penalizes a sovereign country like Liberia is the 
present market situation in palm kernels. World supplies of fats and 
oils are still extremely short. A sizable percentage of our European 
aid is being spent to bring fats and oils to Europe from the surplus 
producing areas of the world. Liberia's principal export next to rubber 
is palm kernels. Until a few months ago, the native producer in Liberia 
was receiving $4.00 to $4.50 per bushel for his palm kernels. There are 
40 bushels in a long ton, thus making the price to the native producer 
from $160 to $180 per ton. Recently the large European controlled firms 
trading in Liberia were advised by their European offices to suspend the 
purchase of palm kernels in Liberia. The reason given was that dollar 
shortages made it impossible to continue these purchases. The largest 
of these firms - a Unilever affiliate - recently reconsidered its action 
and ordered its subsidiaries to resume the buying of palm kernels but at 
a price of only $80 per ton instead of the $160 to §180 per ton which it 
had previously been paying. There is some speculation that this re- 
vision of policy occurred after a director of United Africa Company 
visited Liberia and some of us pointed out the seriousness of the action 
which had been taken. This director was making a survey of Liberia to 
investigate the possibility of U.A.C. expanding its operations in the 
country. They have now proposed to the Liberian Government that a con— 
cession be granted to them for the growing of cocoa and oil palms in 
Liberia and it is possible they realized they were not in a very good 
position to negotiate such a concession as long as they maintained their 
freeze on palm kernel purchases. It is interesting to note, however, 
that the world price of fats and oils has not changed greatly and that 
the Liberian producer is getting oaty about one half their fair-value 
for his palm kernels, 


In addition to being an important supplier of rubber to the United 
States, Liberia is a good export customer of ours. The table below ; 
shows how our business, both export and import, has progressively in- 
creased during the last ten years: 


Liberian Trade With The-United States 


Year Exports Imports Total 
to U.S. From U.S. Trade 
1939 2,136,959 999,767 3,136,726 
1940 25895, 312 1,509,602 4, 404 , 920 
1941 4,963,207 2 , 882 ,432 7845 645 
1942 7,922,260. 294,209 12,216,145 
1943 9,021,278 3,656,701 12,677,979 
1944 9,935,125 2,785,648 12,720,806 
1945 11,418,161 35275 ,27h 1,693,435 
1946 12,875 442 - 4yh91,426 17, 366 , 868 
1947 11, 349, 948 6,689,317 18,039,265 
1948 (Jan.—Sept. (9 mos. )) 9,230,156 5,756,749 14,986,905 


‘ 
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In spite of the fact that we buy several hundred million dollars 
worth of cocoa from the Gold Coast each year, our exports to the. Gold 
Coast in recent months have actually been running slightly below our 
exports to Liberia with its population of about 1,000,000. Our exports 
to Nigeria, a colony of some 40,000,000 population, have also dropped 
to about the same volume as to Liberia. This indicates that to the 
extent which the colonies of European Powers can be Supplied by their 
mother countries, the United States will retain very little of the market 
in these colonies. Liberia still looks to the United States as her prin-~ 
cipal supplier of manufactured goods and we have at least an even chance 
to compete for her business. The day will come, no doubt, when we will 
have need of this rapidly expanding market. We may regret it if we allow 
ourselves to be crowded out of this export market and, at the same time, 
lose our present opportunity to develop Liberia as one of our leading 
sources of supply of cocoa. 


Since my return to Washington, we have discussed the Liberian situ- 
ation at length. The discussions have not yet developed to the point at 
which definite proposals can be formulated. I am coming to Chicago on 
Friday of this week on the Liberty Limited which arrives in Chicago at 
8:30 Saturday morning. I hope that by then I will be able to give you 
something definite. I shall call you at the ANP offices. In the event 
you will not be there, will you leave word at the Steven's Hotel as to 
where I can get in touch with you. 


Andy Lynch has expressed a desire totalk to you and I think it 
would be a good idea for you to look him up the next time you are in 
Washington. 


Sincerely, 


fen 


Oscar W. Meier 
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“HOTEL CONMODORE 


42nd Street «t Lexington Avenue, New York 17, N. Y. 
Telephone MU 6-6000 


December 17, 1943. - 


Bear Bleckwells 


Claude Bernett has given you a very good summary of my conversation 
with him. My telk with him was an amplification of the views I expressed when 
we telked in New York about a month ago. 


; No, one was optimistic about getting ECA to expand its program to include 
Liberia. -Instead there seemed to be ea generelly fevorable rezection toward a 
progrem elong the lines I outlined to Cleude, The Public Health people are 
strongly in favor of putting any further assistence to Liberia on @ cooperetive 
rether than a "something for free" basis. I em sure the kind of essistance 
which the Fconomic Mission has been giving would elso be more effective if 
carried on under e definite agreement specifying each government's responsibili-~ 
ties. President Tubmen indicated to Minister Dudley end me thet he would fevor 
definite agreements covering « long-range progrem with Liberia eccepting pro- 

_ gressively increesing responsibility. It remains to be seen whether they went 
it badly enough to ask for.it. Undoubtedly one of the first things Congress 
would ask would be — "Has Liberia asked for this?" 


; A second question which would no doubt arise is—"Hesn't the Liberie 
Company agreed to do this?" I think it would be helpful if your orgenization 
spelled out in specific terms just whet you are prepared to undertake to finance 
with private capitel and what in your judgment, needs to be finenced from public 
funds (Liberien or others) in order for the whole operation to be a success. I 
know thet I em not clearly informed on this end I have the feeling that others 
are in a like stete of mind. 


I telked to Dillon Myer of the Institute of Inter-imerican Affeirs the 
other Gay. Their set-up eppeils to me es being the sort of thing thet would be 
suited to the Liberian situation. fre you familier with their Act? (Public Law 
369--S0th Congress) Such an organizetion could drew up two, three or any type of 
multiple-way agreements including Governments, individuels and private orgeniza~ ' 
tions for the purpose of carrying out verious programs. While most of their 
assistance hes been in the fields of public health, sanitetion, egriculture end 
education, there would seem to be no velid reason why trensportetion, utilities, 
etc. might not elso be included. Most of their finenciel essistence has been, 
Dillon tells me, in the form of grents—in-aid, although, egain, I see no reeson 
why the meking of loans should not elso be included <s e function. 


In the first peragraph, page 2, of Claudes memo. he seems to essume 
that grents-in-aid would be repaid. Only loans, if they were inciuded, would 
be repaid. Grents-in-aid es the neme implies, would be gifts. They would be 
made, however, es I said oreviously, only to finence projects for which speci- 
fic egreements had been drawn setting forth the mutuel interests end responsi- 
bilities of all perticipants. 


This is a hasty note end, perhaps not to- cleer. I suggest thet you 
tal it over with aay Lynch at your earliest acne ae 


“Sincerely, 


sf Oscar Meier 


P.S. Sorry I missed seeing you. Please extend my regerds to Mr. Stettinius, 
Stenley Adams, Moren, Louchheim, and the others of your orgenization I 
know. 


PPS I learn the ermy is definitely interested in Liberien palm kernels for Gerneny. 
Am teking information [bck to Monrovie. You mey hear from Bill if Tubmsn wants 
to move on it. 


BH IP RESOLVED: 


“that Snaemugh eo Liberia, the Aevioan Republics funded through the 
efforts of Hagro citisens of the United States, hes beon a food friend 
and ally of the United States, antering the last two wers on the side of 
the United States, plecing her territory ab the sarvioe of the United 
States for the establisiment of Roberts Fiold which served es a landing 
place for United States planes, soldiers end supplies during the lest — 
wory end wheress Liberia is bound ty egreements to perait the United 
States, in oase of war, to use hor sirfield end hor new harbor just: ome 


ploted with Lend lesse funds every ponny of which Liberia must pay backs 


. And whereas the United States is pouring millions end billions of 
dollers into Suropesn countries to help in their rehabilitation and de» 
voloponts; end whereas help of that sme sort would ‘co's long wy towerd 
enabling Liberia to inprove her schools, hor oom iostions, her health 


progres and many other necessary services; . 


Be it therefore resolved that the ty, 


; _©9 om Yooord as saking the 
Frosident of the United Status end the varioug agendics of the povorn 


ment involved, to extend to Liberia the sme type of proferential tront= 
rent wich hes been extended to the notiana of Europe end especially 

that the seue liberal cooperation wiioh the United States tressury and the 
topert ond Exports Bank have extended to Luropoan and South Aneriesn soune 
trias to be extended to Liberia, 


SIAL. 





COPIES TOs 


Prosident Herry &, T rusan 

Secretary of Treasury, John 8, Snyder 

Sonator Robert Ae Taft 

Representative Joseph Yortin, Eposler of the House 
Hone Howard NoGrath, Chairnin of the Dencoratio 
Notional Corrs.ttec 

fone Such Scott, Chairman Republicen Tebite Ceara tne 
Tone Thomas Touuy, Pewline, BR. Ye: 


Tor 


Tho Associated Press . 
The United Prese 

fhe Fashinston Fost 

fhe New York Tires 

The Associetad Negro Press 
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MEMORANDUM 
The Republic of Liberia: 


United States national and strategic interest, 
and Liberia's potential contribution as an 
integral part of the program for European 
recovery and development of African supplies 
for both Europe and the U.S.A. 


(1) Deseription: The Republic of Liberia, situated on 
the West Coast of Africa across the South Atlantic Narrows 
from Brazil, is surrounded by British and French territories, 
Size approximates the state of Ohio. Climate varies from 
tropical on the coast to sub-tropical in the interior. 


(2) Policy: Liberia, internationally recognized for more 
than a century as a protege of the United States, officially 
looks to the United States as its "next friend". Our Govern- 
ment has accepted this relationship. United States currency 
is Liberia's legal tender. Liberia entered World War I and 
World War II as our ally and is one of the two countries which 
repaid the United States in full for loans made during World 
War I. Liberia is a charter member of the United Nations and 
maintains diplomatic relations with Western European countries 
but not with Russia or its satellites. 


(3) Strategic Importance: Liberia's new Navy built 
harbor is available as a base for the control of the Atlantic 
Narrows. The port and airport (capable of serving our largest 
bombers) have cost the U.S.A. about twenty-five million. In 
World War II Liberia was the largest single producer of crude 
rubber for the allies. The United States Armed Forces have 
the right to use all Liberian facilities and to establish ap- 
propriate defense installations on request, 


(4) Liberia Raw Materials: 
of vital raw materials, largely 
(the Firestone Company) and the 


Liberia is a potential source 
undeveloped. Rubber production 
contract announced in the press 


on March 17, 1949, by which the 
undertake to develop one of the 
iron ore, are the most advanced 
to have diamond deposits, other 
other important minerals; large 


Republic Steel Corporation will 
Liberian deposits of high-grade 
operations. Liberia is known 
iron deposits, chromite and 
forest areas; one of the largest 


oil palm areas in West Africa; a small production of cacao; 


piassava fibre 


(used in steel making and the manufacture of 


mechanical street cleaning brushes); rice, Calabar beans, gums, 
coffee and other tropical commodities. 


(5) Political importance: The people of British and 
French areas around Liberia look to this independent country 
and its relationship to the United States as a pattern upon 
which they hope to develop self-government for themselves. 
Liberia is an important ideological bulwark against the spread 
of Communism in West Africa. 


(6) Integral Relation to European Supply Structure: The 
raw products of Liberia for more than 100 years have normally 
channeled to Europe and only due to world scarcities and the 
establishment of new United States subsidized shipping lines 
to Africa has Liberia come to depend on the United States as a 
source of supply. Even now its export products, except rubber, 
go to Europe. English, French, Dutch, Lebanese and Swiss com- 
panies have large Liberian trading stations and Liberia is 
recognized by European countries as an integral part of their 
West African supply areas. 


(7) Outlet for European Colonies: The French Government 
has sought agreement to construct a railroad across Liberia for 
the import and export of merchandise from French territories 
through the Port of Monrovia. A 220-mile railroad across 
Liberia would open up a vast area to world commerce. The 
Liberian Central Highway is carrying a small amount of these 
French goods but without substantial improvement cannot accom- 
modate the tonnage estimated by the French Government to be 
blocked by this bottleneck. 


(8) ECA Program: Liberia was omitted from the ECA pro- 
gram under the mistaken assumption that it was not an integral 
part of European supply from Africa. Liberia should receive 
economic assistance from the United States, at least to the 
same extent which is now available under ECA to neighboring 
European Colonies. The development of these neighboring terri- 
tories is inextricably tied up with the development of Liberia. 
All are served by the same transportation system. Liberia is 
in a position, if given the constructive benefits of ECA, to 
offer an important contribution both to the stability of 
Europe's West African Colonial structure and to the sources of 
European raw material supply, of which it is an integral part. 


January 25, 1949 


Mr. Oscar W. Meier, Chief 
Ue S. Sconomic Mission 
Monrovia, Liberia, Wee 


Desr Mire Meiers 


The idea which you outline in your letter of January 4 esppeals 

to me as being @ program of real possibilities. The Institute 
of Inter-American Affairs was known to me only by name. Its 
set-up seems to be both practical end comprehensive. Apprrertly 
the same sort of effort in Liberia could dovetail into end assist 
greatly the efforts to develop natural resources being made by 
private capital. 


Some way should be found to sotivate the interest which some 
officials and departments seem to feel end which meny private 
citizens ere convinced our country should take in Libertas 
Both humeniterien end governmental self-interest could thus be 
served. 


You may be serteain that I will not make your letter public. I 
had hoped to have been in New York before now and before writing 
youe It had been my intention to show the suggestion to Mr. 
Stettinius end Mre Smith, which I em sure will meet with your 
approval. 


It will be next month, I find now, before I can get to New York, 
so I am letting them read the letter at once. 


D> I understand thet if there is a meeting of minds in the Stete 
Department, they will teke the initiative in having a bill of 
this sort introduced? 


I trust all goes vell in Liberia. One could toy with the idea 
of trading the ice and sleot outside today for a limited bit of 
your temperature. With every good wish, I remain 


Sincerely, 
THE ASSOCIATED NEGRO PRESS 


Claude 4A, Barnett 
jhr 


February 19, 1949 


Mencrandus for ire Stettinius and Mr. Bniths 

In Wach ington Thue sday J wan asked to go over to the State Department for 
@ talk on Liberia and to mest the new Chief of the African Desk, lr. James 5. 
Moose, dry I had been briefed previously to the effoet that Mr, Moose had not 
shown particular sympathy for tho opsrations in Liberiae Those did not include 
Liberia Company's program but in the report which ho made as an inapector of 
foreign office operations in Africa, It judge a year and 6 haif ge he ¥cocme 
monded, I understand, that all oporations in Liboria be diseontimed omept the 
purely political. Ke evidently favored abandoning the Zecncuie Mission end the - 
Health Mission as well. | 

At the Little round table were My. Mooss, Kemoth Mesker, head of the 
eocncmis miseion in LAboria, Yorold Simms, sesiatant ohtof, and Frenk 5, Pinder, 
senior ecrieultural apeoialist, back fran Liberia as you knows 

The burden of taliring was put in my lap. The idea was to give Mr. Hoose 
some effsotive inowbedze about the attitude of the United States end the 
American Negro in pertiouler insofar as Liberia was oom corned ard alse a pioe 
ture of the Liberia Company operations. Uspeeislly they wished to know appere 
ently how fer and how fast the Liberia Company was prepared to move in on its 
announced procrem. iy understanding ie that if the Liberia Company oan carry 
forward ite original program with speed, that the government does not plan to 
duplicate but will look with favor on whet we do, It would seas timt it is 
this uncertainty which hes keyt the State Department (end hore I think I ought 
to point out that I moan the smaller State Department people who write the ree 
ports on which final action is based) fran moving on Importelaport and similar 
matters, There aleo seens to be & fecling among this group, so I understand, 
thet they have not boon kept abreast of what hae been going on insofar as Lie 
beria Company is corevrned and have rather beon byepassed. I don't pot the 
significance of this but perbeps you will understand betters 

I described my trip through Africa and Liberia, pointed to the unrost in 
many arcas there ani for that matter in many ports of the wrld whore Colonial 


Memoranda for Mr, gtetb'niue and Mre Smithesrsesecd 2/9/49 


exploitation was taking places. The Liberia Compeny effort, it was pointed out, 
was the forencet demonatration in the world of taking into partnership the 
people of an undeveloped oountry. 


af the Presidont's progran as set forth in the fourth point in his ineugire 
al sdd sae was to be really carried out, then I suggested 1% would be wise for 
the African Division to stress Liberia and initiate action on its om, and to 

| point out that here ws ready mde opportunity to demonstrate to the world how 

; to ohange an entire Colonial patterns | 
X outlined wiat the Unilover was doing and pointed out they bad not made a : 
move until the Liberia Company plans were announced and now wore trying to beat 
the Liberia Compeny to the draw. The French interest was mentioned, I insist- 
ed, however, that if the United States was not to lose fave and let Britain and 
Unilever win the Liberian masses over us then early consideration should be 
given to the mtter. 

My, Moose replied, pointing out how the polieies of The United States ond 
Great Britain diffored. The latter, he said, divided its camereial interests 
and beoked then goverruentally in effect. The United States, of curse, operat 
ed differently, 

‘He said that the top cchelons of the State Dopartnent worse working on the 
fourth point in the President's inaugural speech fight then and he felt conf i= 
dent if a progran was reduced to workable fora that he could asaure thet Liberia. . 

would definitely be a part af its | 

Speaking of the Liberia Conpeny and the progress wiich it hed made and ax 
peoted to make, X felt ry way cautiously. I pointed out that whatever delays 
had deen wet by the Liberte Coapeny progran had been beeause the funds oxpected _ 
from Inport-Export, and World Bank and indeed fras other sources had not boen im 
mediately available, If the Unilever end British onslaught was to be met then I 
thought our own goverment’ ough’ to move with as mich certainty and rapidity as 
4% eould. 


Menorandun for Mr. Stottinius ond ure Sxdthersces’ Bfe/so 


Tae next dey Frank Pindor told mo that Moaars. Sine and Hooker felt tat 
thelr efforta: ever ‘ginae Moose took toe meek bag ie ite nim and that this 
mosting bad gold hime Pe Og » . ae eek 7 

"-% Learned eonothing about Mire Moose end his baakeground - ftom Rep# esentie~ * 
tive Bolton of the Foreig: Relations Counittes, with whom I tallied 1 have 
told you that she ta vitelly intorested in Liberia and 4n Africa. Hr. Moose 
travelled sith her outmoomal tteo on Aftien when eho wie olairmn. Fran Wide 
sourd and I have @ notion there 19 porhaps linited imogination and rathor 
strict letter of tho law inclination, = | . 

"ae there 4a over an opportunity, t boldcve ty stettinius would do woll 
to discuss Liberia Compeny'a rogram with lives Boltone 


Claude Ae Barnott, 
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MESSAGE: 


Maroh 14, 1949 

THE FOREIGN TRADE COUNCIL OF THE NATIONAL BAPTIST CONVENTION 
THE LARGEST NEGRO RELIGIOUS BODY IN THE WORLD WITH A MEMBERSHIP 
IN CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES OF FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND IS 
INTENSELY SYMPATHSTIC 10 LIBERIA COMMA THE UNITED STATES WAS 
RESPONSIBLE FOR STARTING LIBERIA AND IN TWO WARS LIBERIA HAS 
PROVEN NOT ONLY HER GRATITUDE BY FOLLOWING US INTO WAR BUT 
HAS BEEN OF STRATEGIC WAR VALUE TO US COMMA 
URGE THAT EVERY EFFORT BB MADE TO INCLUDE LIBERIA IN COUNTRIES 
WHICH ARE ELIGIBLE FOR ECA FUNDS. WE ARE FEEDING FUNDS INTO 
COLONIAL ARBAS SURROUNDING LIBERIA BUT DOING NOTHING FOR THE 
REPUBLIC IN WHICH UNITED STATES CITIZENS HAVE THE LARGEST 
INTERESTS. 

THE FOREIGN TRADE COUNCIL 

NATIONAL BAPTIST CONVENTION 

Je C. AUSTIN, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

3301 INDIANA AVENUE 


CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
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MESSAGE: 


March 14, 1949 
WE WISH TO CONGRATULATE MEMBERS HOUSE FOREIGY AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
FOR WHAT WE UNDERSTAND IS A FAVORABLE VIEW TOWARD INCLUDING 
LIBERIA IN THE PROGRAM OF ECA COMMA IT SEEMS UNREASONABLE THAT 


ECA FUNDS SHOULD BE AVAILABLE TO ALL OF THE COLONIAL AREAS IN 


AFRICA OCCUPIED BY EUROPEAN POWERS AND YET THAT LIBERIA WHICH 


WAS OF GREAT SERVICE TO UNITED STATES DURING THE WAR SHOULD BE 
LEFT OUT COMMA AMERICAN NEGROES VITALLY INTERESTED IN EFFORTS 
TO HELP LIBERIA A NATION STARTED BY OUR COUNTRY MAKE PROGRESS. 
ASSOCIATED NEGRO PRESS 
CLAUDE A. BARNETT, DIRECTOR 
5507 SOUTH PARKWAY 


CHICAG), 15, ILLINOIS 


EXECUTIVE STAFF 


CLAUDE A. BARNETT 
DIRECTOR 
FRANK MARSHALL DAVIS 
EXECUTIVE EDITOR 


1, ROLAND SECRETARY 


WILLIAM PICKENS 
CONTRIBUTING EDITOR 

GORDON B. HANCOCK 
CONTRIBUTING EDITOR 


ALVIN MOSES SPORTS 


ALVIN E, WHITE 
GLADYS GRAHAM 
NEW YORK CITY 
G. JAMES FLEMING 
MARK HYMAN 
PHILADELPHIA, PENNA. 
ROBERT C. CRUMP 
DETROIT, MICH, 
JOHN H. MCCRAY 
COLUMBIA, 5. 
R. C, FISHER 
ST. LOUIS, MO. 
CUCILE BLUFORD 
KANSAS CITY, MQ, 
WILLIAM FOWLKES 
ATLANTA, GA 
QO. B. TAYLOR 
KNOXVILLE, TENN, 


A. L. HOLSEY BUSINESS 
F. T. LANE FEATURES 
CARL DITON Music 


HAROLD JOVIEN RADIO 
HARRY LEVETTE : 
LOS. ANGELES, CALIF. 
WILLIAM BARBEE DURHAM 
COLUMBUS, O. 
LAWRENCE C. BURR 
MADRAS, INDIA 
HOMER SMITH 
ADDIS ABABA, ETHIOPIA 
Cc. G. WHITTINGHAM 
ERNEST J, JAMIESON 
CHRISTOBAL, CANAL ZONE 
GEORGE C, GREAVES 
PORT OF SPAIN, TRINIDAD 
ADOLPH GEREAU 
ST, THOMAS, VIRGIN ISLANDS 
HUBERT H. WHITE 
HONOLULU, HAWAII 
JACOB BROWNE 
MONROVIA, LIBERIA 
WILBERT E. HEMMING 
KINGSTON, JAMAICA 
NNAMDI AZIKIWE 
LAGOS, NIGERIA 
THOMAS DECKER ( 
FREETOWN, SIERRA LEONE, W, A. 


HENRY B. COLE 
ACCRA, GOLD COAST, 
WEST AFRICA 


PHONE OAKLAND 4-6400 


WASHINGTON BUREAU 
1915 14TH STREET, N.W. 
WASHINGTON, D.C, 

MICHIGAN 6400 _ 





CABLE ADDRESS: 
NEGROPRESS, CHICAGO 





MESSAGE: 


March 14, 1949 
WE, OF THE AFRO WORLD FELLOWSHIP, STRONGLY SUPPORT CURRENT 
PROPOSALS TO EXTEND TO LIBERIA OPPORTUNITY TO ASSOCIATE HERSELF 


WITH THE ECA ON THE SAME BASIS AS WESTERN EUROPEAN NATIONS AND 


" THEIR COLONIAL DEPENDENCIES IN AFRICA AND THE WEST INDIES. 


IT IS GOOD BUSINESS TO ACCORD THIS OPPORTUNITY TO LIBERIA. THIS 
LITTLE REPUBLIC IS OUR RESPONSIBILITY, ONE OF OUR TRUEST FRIENDS, 
AND WAS A VALUABLE ALLY IN TWO WORLD WARS. OUR MILLS AND FACTORIES 
NEED LIBERIAN RAW MATERIALS AND SHE HAS OPENED HER DOORS FREELY TO 
AMERICAN CAPITAL. ECA ASSISTANCE TO HER WOULD NOT ONLY.HELP A 
FRIEND BUT WOULD ASSURE PEOPLE IN NON DEPENDENT TERRITORIES OF 
THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PRESIDENT'S FOURTH POINT IN HIS 
INAUGURAL ADDRESS. 

THE AFRO WORLD FELLOWSHIP 

GEORGE F. McCRAY, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 


6542 CHAMPLAIN AVENUE 


CHICAGO, 37, ILLINOIS 


MEMORANDUM: (ge ae es Maren: By isu 


ie ‘subject: Liberia’ and. ECA. 


i atte These: is aad ta. ‘pe: some rere dn. the House fovedere Affairs 
* Committee ag tothe. connection between Uaberia. and. ane ‘ECA. u Supported. 
pa pean Colonies that surround Ate 


Substantial ‘opportunities: exist: for: ae the ceaiatien and’ 
Pew: of: searee rew materials. from Liberia to Europe and the U.S.A. if. Be! 
modest: aus ofr capital . can. be pat Anto- ‘Fhe country to do. the. Job. 


iH Some facts not: generally: realized. “will help. to show: the importance. am 
of. putting Liberia under ECA, and the fact that this is not ‘a departure 
from the policy established for ECA,. but rather eliminates a distortion 
of: the: application of that policy since Liberia always has been an 
important African source: of E Ruropean raw materlal supply. 


°° ®here is needy a scialt flow of raw materials to Zurope from 
French African territories going through Liberia, over the Central 
highway, through the Navy built port, but this flow can be greatly 
increased by. improving transportation, The latest French official ° 
estimate of tonnage whieh would flow promptly from French Guines over a 
Eeberten railroad to Monrovia was 40,009 metric tons ‘per year. Pte Sth 


 Bldminating the exceptional “feature of Firestone rubber. whiten goes. i 


to the U,S.A., 67% of the raw materials of Liberia go to Evrope. 
of the present Liberian exports, except rubber, are pala products, largely 


oil products, very much needed in Furope. Such items as. ‘palm products and » 


foodstuffs, which are being’ obtained from the. surrounding European 
Colonies, are available in very much greater measure in Liberia, if the. 
capital can be put in there to improve. public. ‘services and to collect. wih 
end process these raw materials. The large volume » of exports from Sierra 
Leone end the Gold Coast, where: conditions are Siailar to Liberia, shows 
what can ‘be done, 


_ Both French: and: British 1hvereute: press. seuetansiy to be permitted . 
to do these things that Liberia lacks — cee to- do. This demonstrates: . 
the connection. to. European economies..." Pg. Ge gee 


Europe sells to Liberia almost as ‘much. as she Duy Ss. 


-In other words, Liberia 18 2 ‘pecognized part of the the earovenn 
sunply system and.is at the crossroads of the actual and d potential 
arteries for the flow of, African ‘Colonial’ Production to Europes — 


‘Far from being a departure from. the ‘ECA policy: to include little 
Liberia, it would be a direct service to ECA policy to include Liberia, 
it would be a direct service. to ECA policy for European recovery end 
U. 5. stockpiling, as well as a marked sarvice. to an important undere. cee 
developed area, the. only independent Negro republic in Africa, . Which is. 


very much the responsibility of the U.S.A., but which has been dinade 


_ yertently badly treated by. helping’ at of the. ee conceals 
Bc more than ‘liberia, eae ee Peas ea 





MEMORANDUM March 15, 1949 
Subject: Liberia and ECA 


Substantial opportunities exist for increasing the production 
and flow of scarce raw materials from Liberia to Europe and the 
U.S.A. if a modest amount of capital can be put into the country 
to do the job. 


Some facts not generally realized will help to show the 
importance of putting Liberia under ECA, and the fact that this 
is not a departure from the policy established for ECA, but rather 
eliminates a distortion of the application of that policy since 
Liberia always has been an important African source of European 
raw material supply. 


There is already a small flow of raw materials to Europe from 
French African territories going through Liberia, over the Central 
highway, through the Navy built port, but this flow can be greatly 
increased by improving transportation. The latest French official 
estimate of tonnage which would flow promptly from French Guinea 
over a Liberian railroad to Monrovia was 40,000 metric tons per 
year. 


ee ee eT Se 


are palm products, largely oil products, very much needed in 
Europe. Such items as palm products and foodstuffs, which are 
being obtained from the surrounding European Colonies, are avail- 
able in very much greater measure in Liberia, if the capital can 
be put in there to improve public services and to collect and 
process these raw materials. The large volume of exports from 
Sierra Leone and the Gold Coast, where conditions are similar to 
Liberia, shows what can be done. 


Both French and British interests press constantly to be 
permitted to do these things that Liberia lacks capital to do. 
This demonstrates the connection to European economics. 


Europe sells to Liberia almost as much as she buys. 


_In other words, Liberia is a recognized part of the European 
supply system and is at the crossroads of the actual and potential 
arteries for the flow of African Colonial production to Europe. 


Far from being a departure from the ECA policy to include 
little Liberia, it would be a direct service to ECA policy to in- 
clude Liberia, it would be a direct service to ECA policy for 
European recovery and U.S, stockpiling, as well as a marked service 
to an important under-developed area, the only independent Negro 
republic in Africa, which is very much the responsibility of the 
U.S.A., but which has been inadvertently badly treated by helping 
all of the surrounding Colonial territories more than Liberia. 


From a Report of The Financial Adviser 
to the Republic of Liberia 
for the year ending August 31, 1948 


Exports (000) 
Total excluding rubber $3,185. 
Palm kernels 1,923 
Palm oil 589 
Plassava (palm fibre) A 


Total palm 2,628 

Percentage palm to total 82% 
Total U.S, except rubber 1,133 
Total Europe (& Br. West Africa) 2,326 
Total U.S, and Europe (& B.W.A.) 3,439 


Percentage Europe 67% 





Extract from the 
ECONOMIC COOPERATION ADMINISTRATION 
(Page 74) 


Some of the negotiations contemplate acquisi- 

tion of materials over a considerable period of time. 
The most important work of the Administration in this 
field will be the development and stimulation of in- 
creased production of minerals and tropical agricultural 
products and the acquisition eventually of a fair share 
of the expanded output by the United States, The most 
promising sources are the African and Asiatic terri- 
tories of Great Britain, France, the Netherlands, and 


Belgium, 


Note: Liberia is in the center of the African 
production area referred to, but is omitted. 


FLORIDA AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE 
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 
March 21, 
1949 


Mr. Claude A. Barnett 

Director of Associated Negro Press 
3507 South Parkway 

Chicago, Ill. 


Dear Mr. Barnett: 


I have just had a talk with Mr. Frank E. Pinder, concerning 
possibilities of employment with the Government, and he suggested 
that I write to you regarding the plans which Mr. M. L. Wilson 
(Director of U. S. Agricultural Extension Services), and others, 
hope to work out at Cornell University on or about April 15. 


Regarding my qualifications, I received my bachelor degree 
from Xavier University (with a major in mathematics), in 1941. 
In September, 1942, I received my Master of Arts degree, in 
Economics, from the University of Pennsylvania. After spending 
three and one-half years in the army (one year of which was spent 
as Communications Officer in the Italian campaign), I returned 
to the University of Pennsylvania, in March, 1946, to complete 
my work for the Ph.D. the latter degree was avarded on February 12, 
1949 --- with a major in International Trade, and minors in Econo-~ 
mic Theory, and Transportaion and Public Utilities. 


My doctoral dissertation, not yet published, is on the post- 
war Italian economy and international trade. The necessary re- 
search for the study was made possible by the winning of a $2,000 
travelling scholarship from the University of Pennsylvania, for 
1947-48, which permitted me to return to Italy. 


Iam interested in Government work, and particularly so in 
work in foreign areas. From what Mr. Pinder has said, my natural 
interest in Africa and the Carribean, along with my training, fits 
me for one of the possible positions. 


I am able to obtain any references, which I think you might 
require, uvon recuest. 


I would sincerely appreciate your consideration. 


Very truly yours, 
TCs 2, 


Flournoy’A. Coles, Jr. 
Professor of Economics 


PAC/pb 


March 25, 1949 


My, Flournoy A. Colea,iur., Professor of Economics, 
Florida A. & H, Collogé, 


_Tallanassea, Fla. 
Dear dire Coles: 
Your letter of March 2) received. 


Mr. Pinder had written to me of your interest. 
I will be seeing MY. Pinder and Dy. Wilson during the 
next three weeks and will he happy to present your 
name at that time. 


T+ seems to me that as a youwig man with training 
you are wise to broaden your horigon because opportuni~ 
ties to those willing to adventure and to undergo the 
absence of some of the encnities of civilised living as 
we know it are apt to be moh rreater, 


You may be certain that your name will be pre» 
sented when the opportunity ooours. 


Sinoerely, 
THE ASSOCIATED NEGRO PRESS, 


Claude 4, Barnett, 
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April 13, 1949 


ANERICAN LEGATION © 
MONROVIA, LIBERIA 


Mr. Claude A. Barnett, mi 
The Associated Negro Press, Inc., . 
3507 South Parkway, 
Chicago 15, Illinois. 


Dear Claude: . 


' 
Thanks for your very kind letter of April 5th 
referring to the recent elevating of this Legation to | 
an Embassy. Naturally the entire staff here is happy | 
about this move and I am particularly pleased to see | 
that Liberia will now receive the prestige in Washing- 
ton that she deserves and needs. 
. I 

| 

| 

| 

| 


I have just received word from President Tubman, 
who has been out of Monrovia for over a month, and is 
not expected back before next week, that he will re- 
ceive my credentials on May 3rd. We will then officially 
become an Embassy. 


At the present time we are awaiting Congressional 
action on President Truman's point four (technical compe- | 
tence and know how, to be extended to underprivileged 
areas) program. The Liberia Company is moving ahead 
slowly after its reorganization which you are quite 
familiar with. This is really becoming a busy place. 


With best personal regards to you, I an = 


Sincerely yours, 






Edward 2. Dudley 
Anerican Minister 





May 6, 1949 


mae (Per sonal) 
Dear Eds 


Hope all's wall with yous Hope too that ere oer 
things will begin to Look UPe a 


S* Qus efforts to stimblate interest in inolusion of 
Liberia in ECA were successful in enlisting the support 

of a number of congressmen momb<ys of the foreign rela- — 
‘tlons committees. The State Department was dead set’ against 
it, however, claiming that if they lifted the lid for 
Liberia, Ethiopia, Ceylon and half a dozen South American 
nations would rush. ime 


Here wa are, however’, setting up branches of the State 
Department in Afrioa to implement the building up of Frenoh 
and.British Colonies with American money and leaving Liberia 
‘fo¥ whom we may be assumed to have some slight responsibi- 
- ALRY., ‘an status quo while wa build up our neighbors. 





as, Tne State Department insiats that Liberia will be taken 
aare of under the 4th pointe. My fear is that ere wo get to 
the enactment of a 4th point. the old hve and ory of “"eoonoxy" 
WL he raised and nothing | will he done to prime the ‘well 
80, ‘that the Liberia gompany - will have a chance to move fore 
wards Of course if the programs they are working in came 
p me. Ahat will be fines , , 
ie “made a out ands0 mate of youe ‘The papers used the; 
wal. Inolosed tou will find a few clipse 


With every good wish, I remain, 
'"" Sanoerely, 
- HA. ASSOCIATED NEGRO PRESS, 


Claude. 
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PHONE OAKLAND 4-6400 2 


WASHINGTON BUREAU 
1915 14TH STREET, N.W. 
WASHINGTON, D.C, 
MICHIGAN 6400 


CABLE ADDRESS: 
NEGROPRESS, CHICAGO 


Dear Eds 


Hove all's well with. Yue “Hope, too, that ere long 


May 6, 1949 


» - 2 


things will begin to look. up heres 


+ 


Ethiopia, Ceylon and half a 


would rush in. 


Herewe 


od 


« 


Our efforts to stimulate interest in inclusion of 
Liberia in ECA were suocessful in enlisting the support of. 
a number of congressmen members of the foreign relations © 
committee, The State Department was dead set against it, | 
however, olaiming that if they lifted the lid for Liberia, 
dozen South American nations 





THE FOREIGN SERVICE 
OF THE — 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 





ADDRESS OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO 


American Embassy, =k 


Monrovia, Liberia, May.16, 1949. _ 


Claude A, Barnett, Esquire, 
The “Associated Negro Press, 
3507 South Parkway, . Soy 
Chicago 15, Illinois. 


bear Claude: 


- This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of May 6 and 
clippings enclosed. I should say you did quite a job of. 
circulating this story, and I am personally grateful for aii * 
of your efforts in this behalf. 


I am leaving here in a few days for urope, and. I expect 
to be in the Department around June 6 for.a ‘period of approxi- 
mately thirty days. I hope it will be ee to see you 
before my return to Liberia. 


With bést personal regards, 


Sincerely yours, 





Edward R, Dudley 
American Aubassador - © 
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ECONOMIC COOPERATION ADMINISTRATION 


CABLE ADDRESS” ae 
WASHINGTON 25, D.C. ADECA = Aes 


FOR EUROPEAN RECOVER F ; ~ 
UNITED STATES, OF AMERICA d : JUN aa 2 1949 


: [ F ; i } Office of the Assistant 


Deputy Administrator 


ECA EMBLEM 


Mr, Claude A, Barnett, Director |. ~ 
The Associated Negro Press 

3507 South Parkway 

Chicago 15, Illinois 


Dear Mr. Barnett: 


I have received your letter of May 25, 1949 requesting 
figures on the amounts which have been asked for and granted for 
French, British, Belgian, and Portuguese overseas territories, 


The major purpose of ECA is to assist in the establish- 
ment of viability of the participating countries by the middle of 
1952. Interest has been focused on the overseas territories only 
fairly recently, The amounts formally requested or granted for 
development purposes in them to date may, therefore, seem disap- 
pointing. Interest, however, is steadily increasing and it may 
confidently be stated that the sums to be used for such purposes 
will steadily increase in the following months, although these 
sums Will always be small in relation to total ECA funds, 


: The following technical assistance or other projects 
have been formally proposed by the participating governments 

- and have either been approved or are likely to be approved in 
the near future: 


Agricultural Survey - British Africa 
“Geological and Top- 

, ographical Survey - British Africa 
“eilway Survey - British East Africa 
Sleeping Sickness and 

malaria Survey - British Central and 
East Africa 
Rice Growing Survey - British Guiana 


The total cost of these projects is likely to be more than a 
million dollars, 


Mr. Barnett -2- 


The British Government, as well as the other governments ad- 
ministering territories in Africa, have informally indicated 
that they are likely to request assistance for considerably 
more projects designed to develop the African territories and 
to contribute to the welfare of the peoples of Africa, Until 
more precise proposals have been received, no accurate estimate 
of cost is possible, It seems certain, however, that the sums 
involved will ultimately be substantially larger than those 
already approved. 


Sincerely yours, 


Harlan Cleveland 
Executive Assistant 





September 21, 1949 


Hon. Ambassador C, D, B. King, 
Liberian Legation, , 
> §201-16th Street, N. We, 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Sir; 


In view, of the fact that many of the measures we have 
talked about and sought to implement, namely the program of 
help for Liberia under ECA and then progress under the 
"President's Fourth Point", appear somewhat stalemated, I 
wonder if you have studied the measure, "The Institute For 

‘Amerioan Affairs" appropriating money for work in South 
_ America identical with what we wish to accomplish in Liberia. 


_ The reasons for helping both areas are similar and 
ince 4t appears that the South Amerioan countries are most - 
aétive if seeking aid I see no reason why our ally, The 
Republic of Liberia should not do something of the same sort, 
One of our friends in the State Department indicated the 
other day that he thought that would be an appropriate move. 


It would seem to me that you would avail yourself of 
information regarding what is possible in this direction, If 
help is not forthooming from ECA or the "Fourth Point” then 
why not join the parade of nations which are seeking to bul- 
wark their position during this time of world turbulence? 


It seems to me that if this idea appeala to you, steps 
ought to be taken now to begin a program of education for the 
venefit of those who must pass upon suoh a measure, 


First of all I should think that you ought to select a 
congressman who could be effeotive in introduoing such a 
measure. The one who stends out as the most available would 
appear to be Congressmen Wm. L. Dawson. You ought, it would 
appear, to begin a campaign of eduoation upon him, Apparente= 
ly he has had no exposure to questions affecting Liberia nor 
Africa. 


eee 


Ambassador C, D. B. Kingececsesed 


I am thinking of the advisibility of inviting him over 
to our "Afrioan Room" showing him some moving pictures in 
color on Africa and then beginning the development of in- 
terest on his part in Liberia, if you decide to proceed in 
this manner. My point is that your education needs to begin 
long before you are ready, to make your request. 


I meant to talk this over with you when I was in Wash-~ 
ington last week but my engagements and your trip to the UN 


prevented. In any event I will be glad to have your reso- 
tion. 7 7 


Cordially, 


Claude A, Barnett. 
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EMBASSY OF LIBERIA 


WASHINGTON 377/NL. OcTOBER 3, 1949. 


Mee CrauDE Ae BARNETTs 

THe Associ ATED NEGRO PRESS INCeoy 
3507 SoutH PARKWAY; 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS. 


My DEAR NRe RaRNETT 


ON MY RETURN FROM New YorRK | FOUND AMONG MY MAIL YOUR WELCOMED 
AND MOST INTERESTING LETTER OF SEPTEMBER 21, 1949. 


| AM VERY MUCH IMPRESSED WITH THE SUBJECT MATTER MENTIONED IN 
YOUR LETTER AS WELL AS YOUR SUGGESTIONS AS TO THE STEPS AND APPROACHES 
THAT MIGHT BE MADE IN CONNECTION THEREWI THe 


THIS 1S THE FIRST INTIMATION | HAVE HAD OF THE EXISTENCE OF "THE 
InstiTuTeE For AMERICAN AFFAIRS" AND ITS PURPOSES, THEREFORE | WOULD 
APPRECIATE YOUR LETTING ME KNOW THE SOURGE FROM WHICH | COULD PROCURE 
DOCUMENTARY INFORMATION CONCERNING THE PURPOSES, OBJECTIVES AND SCOPE 
OF OPERATION OF THIS INSTITUTION FOR CAREFUL STUDY. 


IN THE MEANTIME | THINK YOU SHOULD PROCEED ON WITH YOUR PLANS TO 
CONTACT OUR MUTUAL FRIEND CONGRESSMAN DAWSOW, WHO, | HAVE ALL REASONS 
TO BELIEVE, |S A WARM AND TRUE FRIEND OF LIBERIA, WITH THE VIEW TO HIS 
BECOMING MORE ORIENTATED IN LIBERIAN AFFAIRS AND HER POLITICAL AND ECO- 
NOMIC PROBLEMS. 


SINCE MY RETURN TO WASHINGTON, ON TUESDAY, LAST, | HAVE BEEN 
KEPT QUITE BUSY CLEANING MY DESK OF THE BUSINESS ACCUMULATED DURING 
MY ABSENCE, AND PLAN GOING BACK TO New YORK THE LATTER PART OF THIS 
WEEK TO RESUME MY DUTIES AT THE U.N. GENERAL ASSEMBLY-~ 


| REGRET WE DID NOT HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY OF SEEING EACH OTHER 
WHEN YOU WERE IN WASHINGTON LaSTe However, | DO HOPE IT WILL BE POS- 
SIBLE FOR ME TO SEE YOU HERE IN WASHINGTON BEFORE | LEAVE FOR New YORKs 
SO THAT WE MIGHT HAVE ONE OF OUR USUAL CLOSE AND FRIENDLY CHATS. 


VRse KING 1S STILL SUFFERING FROM THE "Hay FEVER". 


| SEE 


1 SEE, FROM THE LOCAL NEWSPAPERS, THAT Vas. Parnett (Etta Morten) 
,S PROMINENTLY MENTIONED IN CONNECTION WITH CERTAIN NEW HAT CREATIONS, 
NOW ON DISPLAY IN New Yorke CONVEY TO HER» PLEASE, OUR CONGRATULA- 
TIONS. 


WITH ALL BEST WISHES AND KINDEST PERSONAL REGARDS, 
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Ootober 8, 1949 


Hon. Ambassador C.D.B. King, 
Liberian Legation, - 
520l-1é6th Street, N.W., 
Washington, D, Cc. 


Dear Sir: 


Thanks for your letter, The institute of 
American Affairs, you can get a complete seteup 
of by asking the State Department, especially the 
South American Division. Osoar Meier is intimately 
familiar with that program and I believe knows its 
head well. I believe he would be in position to 
desoribe how it might be effectively used in Liberia. 


Best wishes, 


Sinoerely, 
THE ASSOCIATED NEGRO PRESS, 


Claude A. Barnett, 
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ECONOMIC COOPERATION ADMINISTRATION 


WASHINGTON 25, D. C. ; CABLE ADDRESS 
ADECA. 


FOR EUROPEAN RECOVERY 7 March 1950 


SUPPLE 
UNITES STATES OF AMERICA 


D By THE 
CA ELEM 


Mr. Claude A. Barnett 

The Associated Negro Press, Inc. 
3507 South Parkway 

Chicago 15, Illinois 


Dear Mr, Barnett: 


I am enclosing several press releases which ECA 
has put out from time to time on the various survey 
groups which have gone out to Africa. I think these 
releases will give you most of the information you 
wants 


The reporss of the American engineers and 
geologists to which you refer will not be made 
available as public information through ECA. The 
surveys are being made under the auspices of the 
interested governments, the reports will be submitted 
to these governments, and will be made public only at 
therdiscretion. You might inquire further about the 
release of these reports at the various country 
embassies here in Washington. 


Sincerely yours, 


Deputy to 
Assistant Administrator for Program 


Atts. 








ECA Noe 557. 
ECONOMIC CO: PETATION AD) INISTRATION 
Office oe Information: 


i Newman. 
STerling eon Exte 2655-9 


Advance Release for PsM. Papers ; Rm. 415, 800 Conne Avec, Neve 
Friday,. April 2D ge. 1949: : 


‘ASHINGTON,. April 29 :--The assignment of an American scientist and an insecti~ 
cide expert. to make a preliminary-survey of conditions affecting the control: of 


trypanosomiasis (African sleeping. sickness) and malaria in’ East and West Africa was 


i 


announced apday: by. the Economic Co: poration ‘Administration ir faphineton and London..-: 


The penkcan experts, Dr. pedoriee ‘a Brady of the Ue Se Public Health Service, 
and Harry H. Stage of the U.s.5. Lepartment.of Agriculture, will develop detailed 
recommendations for: further United States: assistance in combatting the. tsetse-fly - 
and the mosquito,.carriers of the two diseases.. They will be particularly inter- 
ested in determining how United States experts can aid in the utilization of exist- 
ing facilities and personnel... 


During the three-weeks' visit to Africa, Dr. Brady will investigate present 
research facilities of the British dependent territories and make recommendations. 
concerning recruiting of additional personnel as well as methods of training avail- 
able native personnel to perform some cof the simpler research tasks. Stage will 
survey the Eritish insecticide research program, the proposed Nigeria malaria service 
and related activities, Their findings will be used by the British Government in 
preparing plans for more piveneete research and control measures on trypanosomiasis 
and malaria. 


The project, marking one of the first steps in the development of colonial 
frica with United States aid, has been arranged under ECA's Technical Assistance 
Program with the cooperation of the Public Health Service and the Department of 
agriculture, 


ECA pointed out that the prevalence of trypanosomiasis and malaria is probably 
the most important gingle factor preventing the development of potentially produc— 
tive mineral and agricultural lands in dependent territories in Africa. ECA said 
that millions of acres are rendered sterile because of human reluctance to enter 
infected areas and the impossibility of raising livestock. 


Trypanosomiasis is almost invariably fatal to man unless treated early. Although 
human trypanosomiasis is a hazard to colonization and development, the disease in 
domestic animals has been the greater barrier to the development of the area. 


The United Kingdom's long-term recovery program submitted. to the. Organization 
for European Economic Cooperation. referred to the importance of medical research in 
development of dependent territories. Plans for carrying out extensive research 
have been hampered,. however,. because of a shortage of available. technical personnel. 


ECA. pointed out that the United States conducted ‘extensive research programs on 
the- control of tropical diseases both before and during the war... Experience gained’ 
by the Public Health Service in work for the Army and Navy. during the war, as well 
as techniques and methods developed in connection with the control of tropical 
diseases in United States possessions, will be utilized.in the African projects 
Developments by the Depastment of Agriculture in the use of DDT and other insecti- 





aeons 


cides a; oeanet mosquitoes and other: ‘ieects alse: will ‘be made available in developing 
an effective prognes 


Dre. Brady, Assistant Chief, Lahoratory of Tropical Disedbes'? Na'tioh&1 Tistitnte 
of Health, iis expérienced in research administration. He graduated’ from the” 
University of Michigan medical school in 1931 and jcined the Public Health Service i 
1934 after a year's private practice and.one year, in.the Army: Médical Corps. He has 
been connected with ‘research work on fropical diseases since 1937. He is secretary— 
“treasurer of the American Society of Tropical..Medicine and a Fellow of the ‘American 
Medical Association and the American’ Association for pavanconae’s of Sciences, er 

; Stage, -who has ‘served for’nine eae. as apiecenk Chief, Division, of Insects, 
Affecting Man'and Animals, Bureau. of. Entomology and Plent Cuarahtine, has taken part 
in the administration 6f the Florida’ laboratory where DDT and other insect repellant: 
“were developed for military uses He graduated.from.Syracyse ‘University in 1916 and 
received an advanced degree “from “that university in 1917. He is past: president of., 

* thé American Mosquito :Control ‘Association. During ‘the last several years he has: “made 
eisht trips to Latin and™ South America and the Arctic to test-insect: ‘repellants and 
Ansgetiicides against mosquitoes: and. sther insect carriers of disease. 


Travel and other expenses of the two Americans will oe sain: by the United King- 
dom from funds allocated for welfare and development of dependent territories. ECA. 
will reimburse the Public Health Service and the Department of Az griculture for . 

selaries: of the two expertse ECA dollars’ expended, however, - mast: be matched “in 
sands by the United Kingdom and placed in a ce ea one to be: used ‘in ORBSE 
ee in the vere a King clone 

oa The: tao: Sunes eh: will Leave New York. Tuesday, vay 10, for ecadbas Aeber several 
days! consultation with: ‘members ‘of the United Kingdom colonial staff, they’ will leave 
for Nigeria. 


. 


ADVANCE RELEASE ADVANCE RELEASE 


ECA No. 658 
ECONOMIC COCPERATION ADMINISTRATION 
Office of Information 
Newman 
Advance Release for STerling-6400, Ext. 2655-9 
Sunday, June 19,1949 Rm. 415, 800-Conns Aves, NeWe 


_ (Also Released in London) 

WASHINGT ON , June 18 —- Three American agricultural experts have been assigned to 
make a three-—month survey of farming conditions in Africa and advise en the type of 
American assistance for agricpitural development whioh gould be made available under 
the recovery program, the Economic Cooperation Administration announced today. 


_ The survey, an ECA technical assistance project requested by the British Govern- 
ment for colonial territories in east, central and west Africa, is designed to aid in 
the development of British activities in veterinary research, plant pathology and 
soils science and to increase agricultural productivity. de bhods of utilizing Ameri- 
can aid to supplement and accelerate the work of agricultural departments in these 
fields will also be developed. 


The American experts, who are scheduled to leave for Africa early in July, have 
wide experience in agricultural research administration. They are: Dr..W. Ve 
Lambert, Dean, College of agriculture, University of Nebraska; Dr. We Ae McCall, 
assistant Chief of the Bureau of Plant Industry, Soils, and Agricultural Engineering, 
Department of agriculture; and Dr. Arthur H. Cline, Professor of Soil Science, 
Department of Agronomy, Cornell University. 


The project is the second approved under ECA's Technical Assistance Program to 
provide United States assistance in the development of colonial Africa. An American 
scientist and an insecticide expert now are making a survey of conditions affecting . 
the control of trypanosomiasis (African sleeping sickness) and malaria in East and 
West Africa. (ECA Release Noe 557.) 


Before accepting his present position with the University of Nebraska in 
October, 1948, Dr. Lambert was administrator of the agricultural Research Administra~ 
tion in the U. S. Department of Agriculture. Previously, he was in charge of the 
livestock breeding program of the Bureau of Animal Industry. From 1940 to 1945, he 
served as associate director of the Purdue University agricultural Experiment Station. 


( 


Dr. McCall has been a leader in the development of dry-land agriculture in the 
United States for more than 35 years. He started his career as a dry—land specialist 
for the “ashington State Agricultural Experiment Station. In 1915, he established 
the Lind Dry~Land ©xperiment Station and served as its superintendent for nine years. 
Joining the Department of Agriculture's Bureau of Plant Industry in 1924, Dr. HeCall 
served as assistant Chief and Chief of the Division of Cereal Crops and Diseases 
before being named to his present post in 1934. 


Dr. Cline has been active in soil survey work since 1935. He joined the Depart— 
ment of Agriculture as a junior soil surveyor after graduating from North Dakota 
State College and later served in the Division of Soil Survey of the Department of 
Agriculture at Knoxville, Tenn. Dr. Cline joined the staff of Cornell University as 
an instructor in soil science in the spring of 1942. While on leave from Cornell in 
1944-45, Dre Cline was with the Bureau of Plant Industry, Soils, and Agricultural 
Engineering at Beltsville, Md., in charge of work on a world soil map. In 1946, he 


ECA No. 718 
ECONOMIC COOPERATION ADMINISTRATION 
Office of Information 


Ne#man 
STerling 6400, Exte 2655~9 
For Immediate Release Rm. 415, 800 Conn. Ave., N.W. 


WASHING? ON, July 15 ~ The Economic Cooperation Administration today announced 
approval of a technical assistance project to help Great Britain make a preliminary 
survey in connection with the proposed construction of a railway link between 
Rhodesia and East Africa. 
| The survey, initiated by the British Government, will be made jointly by Over- 
seas Consultants, Inc., 51 East 42nd St., New York City, and Sir Alexander Gibb and 
Partners, London. The American firm is composed of eleven leading engineering firms, 
: Experts selected by the two companies will spend four months in Africa making 
a preliminary survey of the territory along several suz,ested routes between the 
Nhodesian and East African Railway systems. They will recommend the most effective 
nethods and procedures for conducting a detailed survey of the project and prepare 
detailed estimates of the cost involved. 

Overseas Consultantg,Inc.s, announced that Paul Be Coffman, a director of the 
organization and president of Standard Research Consultants, Inc., New York City, 
would head its team of experts. Two other Americans selected for the project, both 
from the firm of F. H. McGraw and Co., New York City, are Bruce Wyle, railway 
economist, and Stewart St. Clair, geologist, minerologist and economist. The three 
Americans left New York City for London July 12 and will consult with members of the 
British firm before departing for Africa, 

; The project is being financed jointly by ECA and the British Government. ECA 
will pay dollar costs of the project, estimated at $40,000, including the contract 
with Overseas Consultants and the salaries of the three Americans, The British 


Government will meet all other costs of the project. 


fie. % a ECA No. 1188 
“ECONOMIC. COOPERATICN ADMINISTRATION 
' .° Office of Information 


Brisk 
ay 8 STerling 6400, Ext. noes ~9 
For Immediate Release Rm. 415, 800 Cone. Ave., N.W. 


WASHINGTON, January 17 - Marshall Plan counterpart funds now are reaching into 
the élive groves of Algeria, the rivers of Tunisia and the plains of Morocco. 


The Economic Cooperation Administration said today that French counterpart fund 
withdrawals for the development of her African territories totaled 29.7 billion franc 
(about $85 million at current rate of exchange) at the end of 1949. Of this amount, 
17.5 billion francs represent last year's counterpart withdrawals, and 12.2 billiox. 
francs are withdrawals made in November and December of 1948. 


Funds released last year will help finance electric power, irrigation and soil 
conservation projects in Morecco, Algeria and Tunisia. Withdrawals in 1948 were 
allocated to projects which included road building in French West Africa, Camaroons, 
French Equatorial Africa, Madagascar and New Caledonia, the improvement of port 
facilities at Casablanca, the development of coal mines in Oran and electrification 
in Algeria. 


Under France's long-term program to promote the agricultural and industrial 
expansion of its African protectorates, new areas of tillable land are being opened 
up to provide food for a growing population and to permit the development of exports, 
Projects currently underway will make available by 1952 a total of 625,000 acres of : 
land, of which 250,000 each will be in Morocco and Algeria and 125,000 in Tunisia. 
Much of the soil conservation program will center on the improvement of hillsides 
through the planting of olive groves, almonds, figs and citrus fruits. Plain lands 
will be planted largely ‘in cereals. . 


The electric power program is expected to increase electric power capacity from 
397 million KWH in 1948 to about one billion KWH in 1952-53. Both thermal and hydro- 
electric power plants are Ogrne constructed. 


In Tunisia, French counterpart funds are helping to finance the construction of 
two dams, one at Oued (riverbed) El- Lil, and the other at Oued Melegue. The Ben- 
Metir dam and power plant on the Cued El-Lil will provide Tunis with a modern water 
supply system through 100 miles of pipeline, and will produce 16 million KWH of 
electricity annually as a by-product. The Nebeur dam on the ¢ued Melegue will 
control the course of Medjerdah, Tunisia's main river, and will produce nine million 
KWH of electricity a year. Scheduled for completion in 1951, the dams will increase 
Tunisian electrical production by 20 percent and will provide water for the irriga-: 
tion of some 120,000 acres of land. 


Countetiant funds are the foreign currency equivalents of ECA dollar grants to 
participating countries. The governments deposit the foreign currency in special 
accounts for industrial, agricultural and other recovery projects within each 
country, and the funds are released periodically with ECA agreement. 
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ECA No. 12h0 
ECONOMIC COQPERATION ADMINISTRATION 
@ffice of Information 


Brisk 
For Release in A.M. Papers Sferling 6400, Ext. 2655-9 
FRIDAY, February 10, 1950 Rm. 415, 800 Conn. Ave., N.W. 


(Also Released in Paris) 
WASHINGTON, February 9 - The Marshall Plan has stepped into French West Africa ° 
to bring potential wealth out of the desert and into the world's trade markets. | 


The Economic Cooperation Administration said today that most of the $31,000, 000, 
worth of American goods and machinery allocated to the territory has been shipped 
to the Ivory Coast for the improvement of roads, ports and airfields, the mining of 
gold and ore deposits, and the cultivation of rice and peanuts. 


In the "dead" delta left by the Niger River, a 200,000-acre rice project has 
brought thousands of natives out cf the jumgle to irrigate and develop the fields 
with American tractors, scrapers, motor graders and other heavy equipment, Water 
for irrigation is made available by the great Sansanding dam at Markala, which 
diverts part of the Niger into a network ef canals. About 40,000 acres are now 
under cultivation. The rice will supplement the native diet which consists mostly 
of millet and sorghum. 


ECA-financed machinery, including méchanical "peanut pickers", have gone to 
the Senegal region where two projects currently underway call for the development 
of 80,000 acres. Thus far, both projects have cleared a total ef 3,350 acres. The 
territory's peanut industry is important to metropolitan France where cooking oils 
and oflcake for cattle are urgently needed. In 1948, peanuts and peanut oil 
accounted for 44 percent of the territory's total value of exports. 


Development of extensive iron ore deposits in the Conakry region has been aided 
by the use of more than $337,000 worth of Marshall Plan aid. Phosphate mines will . 
receive $160,000 worth of ccmpressed air equipment, a conveyor and a steam shovel. 
Additional ECA mining equipment has been requested for the ilmenite and zircon beach 
sand deposits near Rufisque, for water drilling at Dakar, and gold mines along the 
Ivory Coast. 


The territory's transport and communications system, which has been the chief . 
drawback to industrial and agricultural development, will be improved with the aid ' 
of $1,500,000 worth of American machinery. ECA also has financed five Diesel- 
electric locomotives for the Dakar-Niger railroad, port equipment, and machinery for 
the expansion of the Bamako airfield. Abidjan, "Africa's Port of the Future", is | 
still a surf port where ships stand off the coast and unload into surf boats. It is 
being built into a modern port and is scheduled for partial opening next July. 
Development of the inner harbor, however, which involves construction of quays and 
wharves, is expected to take from two to three years. 


In addition tc some $10,522,000 which ECA has allocated for the mechanization 
of French West Africa, a territory ten times as large as France and more than half 
the size of the United States, the Marshall Plan has been furnishing foodstuffs, 
petroleum and other items. Latest figures place the bill for petroleum at $9,308, 30% 
for wheat and corn, $4,000,000; and for milk, $500,000. 


Further expenditures in the French West African program involve the equivelent 
of millions of dollars in counterpart francs (funds which have accumulated as 
equivalent to direct dollar aid) which have. been released for road-building, 

i 
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ECA No. 1267 


ECONCMIC COOPERATIASN ADMINISTRATION 
Office of Information 


Brisk | 
STerling 6400, Ext. 2655-5 
For Immediate Release Rm. 415, 800 Conn. Ave., N.W. 


WASHINGTON, February 21 - The Marshall Plan is extending technical assistance © 
to aid Great Britain in her war on locusts in Africa and the Middle East. 

The Economic Cooperation Administration said that Eleanor H. Slifer, lecturer 
in zoology at Iowa State University and an authority on locust control, will arrive 
in Great Britain today to assist the British Colonial Office in anti-locust research 
work being conducted at Cambridge University. | 

Under ECA's technical assistance program, Miss Slifer will spend one year 
imparting U. S. "know-how" on techniques which will contribute to protection of 
British territories in Africa and the Middle East from tke ravages of locusts. 
Previous locust invasions in these areas have caused famine and the destruction of 
cotton, peanuts, maize and other valuable crops, resulting in an adverse effect on 
Britain's economy. 

Miss Slifer, the author of many publications on locust embryology and 
physiology, will work with Dr. B. P. Uvarov, director of the Colonial Office's Anti- 
Locust Research Center at Cambridge University. Results of Miss Slifer's work will 
be made available to all Marshall Plan countries. 


Dollar costs of the project, estimated at »$6,000, will be paid by ECA. 


t # # 


June 18, 1950 
Monrovia, Liberia 


Memorandum for His Excellency . ‘From Claude A, Barnett 
President Wim. Ve S. Tubman . Bee ¥ee 


The opportunity for an informal discussion with you yesterday regarding the 
ssuthitittes for Liveria in the Point Four Program as it passed the pe COMETS Ey, 
was much Peer I was also glad to have an opporunity iol. present a viewpoint 
Sacaarne the desirability of Tavera seeking a loan to enable the carrying-out 
‘of some of the cndanental Suis RySHSats which Liberia hopes to meke, end which are 
not re under the terms of the Point Four Act as finally passed. 

You agreed, I know, that the views expressed were sown and entirely unofficial. 


If I reported impressions which had been gained in State Department conversations, 
they still hed only the standing which any ewsed eh citizen, vitally interested in 
Liberia and her progress, might be credited with. JI am writing this memorandum 
‘therefore at your suggestion covering she points in our conversation, 

The United States is loaning millions, even billions to countries in Surope 


and all over the world in an effort to help them develop their economies and to 


stabilize political conditions, 


I myself, have seen just this week, the great building activity in the commer- 


Gial and residential sections of adjoining French Colonies. I have seen great loads 


of machinery and equipment designed for French Colonies, lying on the docks waiting 


for transfer, right here in the new port in Monrovia. 


The same sort of activity is reported in British Colonies in west Africa. 


On the other hand Liberia, admittedly a friend of the United States, and needing 


the most fundamental sort of help and improvement, lies between the British and French 


Colonies without aid, This is true at a time when I believe that ‘nberest in Liberia 


in America is at an all-time high. 
Many of the other netions of the world sre pounding at the door of the U.Se, 


seeking loans end aid and are getting them. I agree thet it shows the finest sort of 


Spirit on the pert of Liberia that she should wish to stay out of debt. I appreciate 


fully the onerous treatment which she has r 


. sceived under the terms of previous loans 
which she has made from previous sources. 


Howevar, 





oe um 
fuller, more proeteavie lives. | ; 
| Aerie ansEs loan planed with a long renge program to build a system of roads - 
large enough $6 isdet the country end permit produce to flow freely from every hea 
would mean to the people of Liberia who are hidden away in inaccessible places. Such 
pnt would have a eruieromeaa effect upon this country. 
Think what money enough to build the badly needed elementary schools, to erect 
esata for a people who need medical desperately, to’ building a hydro-electric 
 plent which could distribute water, light panes throushout the country. ‘hese things 
would bring an aaesaxe which might enable Liberia to catch up with the rapidly 
advancing world. | : | 
The time is short. “he current situation should be taken advantage of. 
The facts regarding needs, costs and program are easily available. The Sxcelient 
committee composed of both Liberians and Americans which you have had working on the 
Point Four Program hes ere at its fingerts ends. | 
“My ceateueian is that an appioation for a loan if made now, would command favor-' 


able attention. 


Whatever part the Import-Export Bank felt did not fall within its province, could 
be cared for perhaps in a spoial bill dnheoduesd into Congress. I have told you that 
a most powerful member of the lower house in pouaebas would be willing to introduce 
such a measure if the facts were laid before him. I have talked with him. 
| But Speed would appear to be an essential. 
I recall your reference to the Liberian Five Yoar Plen which your country submitted 


in 1945, and which would have required q loan. 


You say the state Department has delayed and never made an adequate reply upon the 


matter. I am not familiar with this particular Situation. 


You say that enother proéf that the State Department hes been a bit slow in answer. 


ing Liberia's requests is that for years you have been asking for a melien, 


foe to help 


I talked with Colonel 


fashion Liberia's defense forces, 


I lmow only that conversations are being carried forward now. 


Hamilton when he returned from liberia, I hope thet.a tengible plan which will meet 
your approval will be carried forward. | ae | | | 





ee 


tiated now ae Seupietea au time foe the nee meeting of your legislature? 
Liberia would not be commited 6 sania de tanbative scneaatias WAS put for=. 
ward. When details were cenpiceea, the legisletire would then have something tengible 
to disouss. If it dvawiee apoteve thet ae all there would be to it. 


' Permit me to close with the suggestion that this is a new day. The present 


times demand current thinking and action. 1 sincerely hope that Liberia takes. 


every adventege of the possibilities which appear to be hers. 





Monrovia, Liberia, June 23, 1950. 


Honorable Clarence Cannon, 
House of Kepresentatives, 
United States Congress, 
Washington, D.C, 


Dear Mr. Cannon: 


Mr. Claude Barnett of Chicago, Director of the Associated Negro 
Press, has been in Liberia for the last two weeks. This is Mr, Barnett's 
second visit to Liberia. He was here first in early 1947 just after 
I came here in charge of the Economic Mission. 


These two visits have given him an opportunity to appraise 
objectively the work that has been done here during the last three 
years. Upon his return to the States he plans to visit Washington 
and call upon a few members of Congress and other prominent Government 
officials. He has indicated that he will probably call upon you when 
he gets to Washington. If he does, I think you will find him a most 
interesting person to talk to. 


Marjorie and the children are at home in Bethesda, Mike has just 
finished Middlesex school where he graduated with high honors. He has 
also received an honorary scholarship to Harvard. We are naturally 
very proud of him. 

My best personal regards to you and Mrs, Cannon. 


Sincerely, 


Oscar W. Meier 


ec: Claude A. Barnett 








COPY June 27, 1950 
A PRELIMINARY REPORT ON THE DIMEH PROJECT 


BAI T. MOORE. 


In March of the year 1945, as a result of a visit to Dimeh 
by Mr. Earl P. Hanson, Chief of the United States Foreign Economic 
Administration, the "Dimeh Project" was conceived. Among many 
of the problems to be considered were: dispelling the fears of the 
local chiefs and elders, divorcing a people from centuries of use- 
less taboos and archaic farming practices, introduction of a mode 
of transportation which had a decided advantage over headloading 
and the improvement of the local diet and health. | 

The Pxo ject offered twofold advantages. In the first in- 
stance, a group of native villagers would have the oppurtunity of 
utilizing moder means of producing crops and thereby raise their 
standard of living, and on the other hand, a laboratory was pro- 
vided where modern technics in production could be devised to 
serve the needs of a rural people. 

The F, E. A. lost no opportunity in launching the program. 
Several councils were convened at Dimeh and Amina to outline the 
new venture to the local farmers. As is always the case among a people 
accustomed to centuries of fixed mores, there were doubts as to the 
ultimate objectives. It took weeks of explaining to convince the lea- 
ders that the benefits to be derived from the new program were for the 
people themselves. 

The primary concern was how best to assist the people in combatting 
a high cost of living and at the same time produce more food for local 


consumption. Salt, tobacco ami textiles which are indispensable in native 


domestic economy were very costly and could not be enjoyed by the masses. 


a2. 
These and other elated problems claimed the immediate attention of the 
author and Mr. Frank E. Pinder, Chief Agricultural Production Specialist of 
the F, E. A. <A scheme was worked out whereby over five hundred dollars 
worth of improved foreign vegetable seeds and small farm tools from the 
United States were introduced in the Dimeh area. In order to teach the 
people how to plant the seeds, the F. BE. A. sent two full time Agricultural 
Aidesto Dimeh to supervise and coordinate all agricultural activities in 
the villazes participating in the Project. Since the program was anticipated 
for a period of years, the production of cash crops was augmented by the 
introduction of many permanent crops. 

Among the many startling discoveries during the initial stage of the 
"Dimeh Project"was the occurrence of an annual "hungry time" during the | 
planting season, occasioned by the improvidence of the farmers to use 
all their reserves of eating and planting rice on lavish feasts, Since 
the object of the new program was not to destroy any of the cultural 
practices of the people until some thing better could be substituted, the 
only solution that could be suggested to eradicate the annual "hungry time" 
was te encourage the farmers to increase their rice acreage, 

By the end of December 1945, the program was showing some results. 

The dry season gardens had come into production, For days, several kinjas 
and baskets of vegetables perched on the heads of men, women and children 
were pouring in the Monrovia markets twenty-three miles away. For the 
first time since the fall in the price of coffee, the small farmers in the 
Dimeh area had extra cash to spend on necessities. The axoraaavots of 
farmers interviewed during the following hut tax season was an index of 


the progress made in a short period of time. Many expressed that the new 


a oe 


program had enabled them to meet their obligation to Government without undue 
hardship. Another interesting thing to be observed also was the fact that- 
all the vegetables produced were not reaching the markets. The women soon 
Learned that Flat Dutch Cabbaye made just as good a sauce as plato leaves. 
The next major problem which faced the planners of the "Dimeh Project" 
was how to rid the farmer from the burden of headloading. This was more than 
a local problem. It was the one national problem whose solution depended on 
factors more important then perhaps the "Dimeh Project.!{ It was evident that 
a man headloading sixty pounds of produce from Dimeh to Monrovia consumed 
time and energy which could be profitably applied in some productive farming 
operations, Several suggestions were made to import horses and wagons from 


the United States. When the conditions of the village trails were studied 


in detail, it was apparent that wagons drawn by horses would prove impractical. 


The immediate solution for eliminating headloading was the introductien of 
three asses. These animals served not only the Dimeh area, but hauled 
produce from points as far north as Klay, a distance of nearly twenty miles 
from Dimeh, The advantages obtained by using the asses to haul produce 
were significant. Production was stepped up along the trails traversed by 
the animals, Inspite of the advantages derived from the use of the animals 
te rid men of headloading; there were many set backs, the unimproved con- 
dition of the trails, especially lack of substantial bridges, the barrier 
offered by the Kpo Kiver, where the donkeys had to be made te swim acress 
and all the produce ferried by canoes. This proved hazardous as did head- 
loading. Lack of knowledge in caring for the animals in the second year 


deprived the project of a valuable asset. 
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The recent improvement by the Liberia Mining Company of the automo- 
bile trail leading from Monrovia te the Bomi Hills, and the sub- 
sequent plan te connect the Free Port of Monrovia with the Bomi 
Hill mining works by a single track railway has added a new sig- 
nificance to the "Dimeh Project," 
During the interim when the Economic Mission was undergoing 
reorganization, the Project suffered the loss of technical assistance. 
This valuable loss was compensated by the sudden palm kernel boom. The 
people of the Dimeh area like farmers all over the country teek ad- 
vantage of the economic bonanza. The eighty galien syrup kettles 
which had been gotten from the Economic Mission came in handy in the 
mass production of palm oil and kernels, Producers whe hed been 
accustomed to making pala oil in one and shes gallen containers which 
delayed production, seen saw the advantayzes offered by the large kettles. 
Palm nuts were pooled in areas where the kettles were cubed: 
The high prices effered for oil palm products had a decided effect 
en the per capita income of the farmers. In Dimeh am Kerenedii where 
statistics were compiled, the per capita income rese from fifteen dollars 
in 1947 to :ferty doliars in the second quarter of 1948, The easy access 
te the Menrovia market made pessible by the motor road encouraged many small 
traders to establish trading posts in the Dimeh Area. All these improvements 
will have a tendency te give the farmer a better chance to study the i 
market and thereby gain frem his production, | 
In the latter part of 1948, the United States Economic Mission, under 
the direction of Mr. Oscar Meier, got in Dimeh and took up where the FEA. 


left eff. After taking account of what had been accomplished, emphasis.- 


~ 
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Was placed en the extensive planting of cocoa, With the nucleus ef a 
farmer's cooperetive already established, it was net difficult te get 
the cecea planting program underway. With available peds in the area, 
nurseries have been set up Dimeh, Amina, Dorlehla, Peefelin, Neyesville, 
Wuliwen, Zileyja, Banker, Gbekija, Dagerehja, Behja, Beeja, Begbeh, Geledii, 
and ether villages teo nunerous te mention in this preliminary report, The 
interest in cecea has extended beyond the Project area, 

As late as January of the present year, the author and Mr. Frank 
E. Pinder have been creaming of a scheme to tie in an education and health 
pregram with the "Dimeh Preject. Perhaps the fellowing figures compiled 
ever a peried of five years, 1945 te 1950, will give an overall picture 


ef the educational and health needs ef the people in the area. 


DIMGH VILLAGE 

Ne. children born bet. Jan. 1, 1945 te Jan. 1, 1950 25 

No. " dying " "™ 21,1945 t0e " 1, 1950 1 

Ne. " of school age Jan. 1, 1945 7 

Ne. " ef schoel age Jan. 1, 1950 13 

Adult population Jan. 1, 1945 2 

Adult pepulation Jan. 1, 1950 

Adults dying between Jan. 1, 1 to Jan, 1, 1950 og 


KORENODII VILLAGE 





Ne, children bern bet. Jan. 1, 1945 te Jan. 1, 1950 22 
Ne. children dying bet. Jan. 1, 1945 to Jan. 1, 1950 9 
Ne. children ef scheel age Jan. 1, 1945 5 
Ne. children ef scheel age Jan, 1, 1950 12 
Adult pep. Jan. 1, 1945 19 
Adult pep. Jan. 1, 1950 16 
Adults dying bet. Jan. 1, 1 te Jan. 1, 1950 1 


The adult pepulatien ef the twelve villages comprising the "Dimeh Pro ject" 
is appreximately five hundred and the children ef schoel age is about two 
hundred. 

This brief report is intended to give a bird's eye view ef a human 


experiment taking place in a typical native village in Liberia. 


On Board “African Glen” 


duly 18, 1950 


Mr. and Mrs. Lamar &. Fobéea « 
Ue. Se Economic Mission 
Morrovia, Liberia 


Dear Mr. & Mrs. Forte: 


That was a delightful breakfast which I enjoyed at your 
home and I still have grateful memories of it. In fact, 
my whole trip to Liberia stands out as a most eventful 
and agroeable episodes 


Thanks too for putting me in touch with your favorite 
"Charley". Ere I left, I hed met many of then--throe 
others in faoct--and my purse bears silent testimony to 
their prowess es sAalesmone 


It is good to know of the fine work you sre doing, Lamar, 
end of the staunch support you receive from Mrs. Forte 
and Juniore My best wishes will always go with you, end 
Mrse 3arnett wishes to be remembered to you all. 


Sinasrely, 
Tk ASSOCIATED NEGRO PRESS 


Claude A. Barnett 


“BANIEL J. FLOOD COMMITTEE:  <" 
Tivo Dist., PENNSYLVANIA 


HOME OFFICE: 
1015 MiNeERS NATIONAL BANK 


wiuxes-banne, Pennvuvanta Congress of the Quited States 


House of Representatives 
Washington, D. €. 
August 22, 1950 


Mr. Claude A. Barnett 
3507 South Parkway 
Chicago 15, Illinois 


Dear Mr. Barnett: eaten 


Many thanks for your most 
informative letter of the 17th. Be assured 
I was pleased to hear from you. 

I wish to take this means of 
congratulating you on the fine statement 


you made before the Committee. 


Sincerely yours, 


oa 
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APPROPRIATIONS _ 


Washington, De Ge 


Hone Daniel J. Flood 
House of .iepresentatives 
Washington, De Ce 


Dear ute Flood 3 


I have just returned from an ex.ensive trip through the Repuulic 
of Liveria.e The changes which have taken nlace during the brief 
space of three years when I was last tlere, are so striking thet 
I thoucht it would interest you to know tie view point of Amcrican 
citizens on some items which are before your sub-comnittoee 


Liberia ig definitely on the way upward. The excellent current 
administration with President Yim. Ve Se Tuoman, a far scoing 

man with a passion for sceing his country advance while treating 
ali other peoples well, is the primary cause of the country's 
‘stability and procress. However the Unised States has contributed 
in no small measure to the advancement which has heen rade. There 
are one or iwo ivens before Congress which will aid lioeria's 
positon materially. , 


The Je Se iconomic Kission, the lL. S. Pi. blic Health liission, 

potu of which have been operating for several years have been 
important factors in the new outlook in the comtry. Liberia 

is agricultural. The wiission under tic leacevship of Mr. Oscar 
veier and with bre Frank HE, Pinder as chiof of its erricultural 
division, bas done truly dynamic work in leacin: Liseria, an 
agricultural cuutry, into new enterprise am greater productione 


If present plans mierialize.and it is difficult to sec how they 
can fail, Liberia will become a reglly important factor in cocoa 
and palm kernel productione Everywhere cocoa, palm trees, coffee 
and some bananas are being planted. Instruction in planting and . 
more important, in processing, is veing taken by the mi:sion people 


2= ir. Daniel Js Flood ~ 8-17=50 


backiinto ne very hinterland amon:; what is , enerally termed the 
meivilized people and they are embracing it eagerly. Chiefs call 
assemblies to hear about tne new plans and how greater preduction 
will offer cash crops, which will enable them to have enc pay for 
schools, medical services, housing ad town improve:.entse 


The country needs more assistance to get the agricultural program 
moving forward, it needs schools and teachers desperately, it needg 
roadg, at least primary roads so that this new praduce which is. 
being developed can get down to the wonderful new port which wos 
built through a United Stetes loan. Thet port loan seems certain 
to be one of the best loans we have ever made. The port is tor» 
rifically busy. It-is the best port in all Weat Africa ad gives 
the best service of any port tuere, snip captains told me. It 
has made money frem the very starte It as opened not only that 
portion of Liberia put serves the ‘rench colonies way in the 
interior and as a transhipoing point for Sritish produce in areas 
where American mye do not stope 


I went up to the Now iepuolic Steel-Christy iron ore project. 

The railroad to transport this superlative ore will be completed 
next year and it looks like a wonderful assete ihe preat cocoa 
plantation seing developed by the Livcria Co. ’ at. Cocoatown wag 
visited also, It showld be an important cog in arricultural pro~ 
ETeESS« 


Liburia owes much to the late kr, idward kh, Stetiinius. It vas the 
tremendous publicity attendant upon the launchins o* his Liberia 
Cosy Wiich is responsivle for the current great interest in Liceria. 
ifig. theory of sharing the wealth which came {rom exploiting a 
country throu; nh education, health and gi k for its people was one 
which the whole world hau its eyes upon.  digla goes forward 
under ir. Juan Trippe though reduced in ate al present. I expect 
it eventially to live up to Achiny oi Mr, Stettinius'! dreans. 


The Tirestone empire in Libe:da and its stupendous operation are 
too well known to need repetition here. To me, the increased 
interest wirich apparently ig being exercised by birestone officials 
in better education and training for the children of Firestonets 
30,000 Liberian enployees is a most hopeful sim. Firestone is, of 
course, one of the mainstays in the liberian economy. 


B= Mr. Daniel J. Flood 8-17=50 | 
You know far better than I the ainarcale importance of Liceria 
to the United States in a military,;and naval senses. You know 
also what part we played in her founding, as well as, our 
responsibility for seeing her zo forward which we uegelected 
for so long. B sai 


I hope therefore, that whatever ae of the President's wise and 
important Point 4 Program is put inte operation, Liberia will 
parti cipate effectively. To me the Point 4 Procram is the real 
way out of our world dilemma. : Too, the current items in the 
Omnibus Bill affecting two Literian roads, one 0. wiich connects 
the port with the airfield which we maintain, ougnt especially. 
to be expedited. 


I am in Washington witil Yriday night end if you wish to reach ne 
for any reason, I am at hepublic 4142, lactension 5097, 


Sincerely yours, 


Claude A. Rarnett 


CONFIDENTIAL | 
August 20, 1950 


.. MEMORANDUM: 


TO 3 Messrs. Oscar Meier and Frank Pinder 
FROM ss 3 | Claude A. Barnett 


So much has happened ainitie my recent week's stay in corre which ended 
last Hardee and in whioh I felt both 4 you would be interested, that it seemed 
best to write this joint memorandums, | 
Prior to coming to Washington, I learned ‘that while the Korean War, which ds , 
iaoresataely eooupying the attention of Government, was holding the boards, little 
was being said about Point te Nevertheless ‘the pill passed with “he figure of 
$31,000,000 in the omnibus bill now before Congress. Unless some hysteria strikes 
Congress, it presumably will be passed as amended. | 
The best guess at the moment seemed to. be that after $12,000,000 which was 
preva cusly committed %o UN and another $10, 000, 000 also Prevacaeay committed was 
subtracted, it would leave only about $12, 000, 000 box the whole world, The best 
estimate given me was that Liberia would get about $500,000 to $600,000. 
| The attention of State Department so far as Liberia was concerned, was ve . 
the moment, centered caiwe appropriation bills which were outside of Point 40 ais 
was for $700,000 left over from the harbour funds. A measure was before the sub- 
committee of the House appropriations ‘committee to reappropriate this money for use 
in ‘refurbishing the Gente Road, bat léing bridges, etce Some hefty licks had been 
put in for it by Mr. Juan Trippee There was another ‘inate before the Senate - 
whioh would appropriate $400,000 for building a hard road between Roberts Field and 
the Port. | . . | | | 
The suggestion was made in Washington that I go in and gee Prosident Truman 
who has indicated active interest in Liberia, about these 1 measures. The shongst 
advanced was that as a citizen recently returned Sram Taber ia he would wolloome 


ny opinion on the matter. 
\ 
‘ 
ole 


I could not eeise nysolf ue feel that as a ee erate citizen I should bar ge in 
on the President, as busy as he is with war matters and other Headachda, granted 
that I could seoure an audience. - Angrrey, I did not go but I did address a letter 
6: Sooretary Charles Ross whom I imow. I told him thet if he felt my views, which 
ag outlined, were important enough, he gould pass them Sune to the President. I 
an attaching a copy of the letter. 

- It was also suggested that I contact Congressman Rooney, chairman of the sub= 
conmittes on State, Justice, Goiaseie and the Judiciary appropriations, which was 
considering the bill. ‘It was alse proppasd that I talk with Congresenan Flood of 
Pennsylvania he is active on that committee, ‘These last two people r agreed to S60. 

: Congressman Clarence Cannon of Missouri, chairman of the entire eppropriations 
committee is a ee friend of Oscar Motor, who had written him I would salts Although 
he is: regarded as one ‘of the hardest men in Washington to see, I had no trouble got- | 
ting in, thanks to the Meier letter. . 

We had a fine visite I liked Mr. Cannon. © I gave him a detailed report of ny 
‘trip to Liberia; pointing out its importance ‘to the United States. c detailed the 
' progress which was being made in the country. | | 

Mr. Cannon praised my report, He oxplained that while fig = chal rman’ of the 
whole appropriations committee, that the matter was being handled by ‘the Suvs comm eeees 
He picked up the phone himself and called Congressman Rooney's office, requesting the 
latter to give me an audience, saying he was impressed by what I had to. says I had 
already called the offices of Messrs. Rooney and Flood, asking for an appointment. - 
| That: afternoon, Mr. Rooney's secretary pionea: and told me to be there ab vane 
When I arrived, the secretary, a big fellow, said the committee was ee in session 
over at the Capitol. Congressman Roony had phone he said and daked that I be brought 
over to the: committee rooms I give you all this detail bonause I assume it will | 
interest yous 

As we wont to the Capitol, Rooney's ‘secretary. asked, "How in \ the devil did you 
get HO see “tho old meas ceaenane, Mrs Cannon. ‘He said he saw very tow " pooples Mr. 


one 


Cannon: is really a friend of ‘dudax Meier, however, and was delighted to hear how he 
was getting along in Liberia. . | 
- We’ arrived at the committe. ‘room and iL assumed Rooney would coms out in the ta lL 
and give mo a moment or two to put a fast buzz in his ear. To my surprise, however, 
he invited me in and ihe next. thing r imew, I was ‘being introduced to the 15 members — 
of the committee present and invited 6 tell them what I had told Mr. Cannon. 

Pociinately,, Iwas ready. I told of my’ visit to. Liberia, detailed the progress 
made during the Bese three years, mentioned tha responsibility which the United States 
“pore to Liberia, told of the wonderful reoord of the port, of President Tubman's 
announcement “BBs Liberia was following the lead of President Truman and placing its 
resources at the disposal of UN for the Roeean wars I then told.of the need of this 
road, describing the haeivy braffio over it to the port. 

Various committes members daked questions about the country, the rainfall, about 
laterite, how the road meuda: stand up, eto. IT knew the answers +o those. Then one — 
‘congressman said, "rg like. to ask & question which is a little off the subject. I 
wish 3 you would toll us jheve you were born and where you went to school? This is a 
Pine: PAS oHUAT ROR! you have made." |The questions amused me, but I. answared. 

ur. Rooney was Solpramentary also, but he raised an important warning. 

"I think you ought to know," he said, "that this committee has adopted a policy 
of not voting any money at this time unless it contributed toward defense." 

I told: him Tr was not qualified to’ discuss the matter. of defense, but that State 
= the War Department could. "Well, " Me said, "that point has been brought up fully 
in the hearings. ‘which sake pee, been printed ‘ana it has been acuiiued: that this 
road is not vital from the standpoint of ToS defense. The State Department ‘represen- 
| tative is ‘sitting right over there," he said. ane oe pepaveast ohk5, a Mr. Lippert, 
got up and Sones . | . a: | es | . 

Later, I ine: oe ~naoaay and his secretary in. the hall. Ho was again ‘complimentary, 
put. I told him he" did ‘hot ‘sound. is favorable. He seid he sould not - make aprediction 


-S_. 


because it was the committee's. policy not to disouss matters pending vefore'it outside 
the seauitae soaks All of it left me not fooling too optimistic, but we will see what 
WS SOG. mt 

I told slssarast Bien; Meeker oad: Chaves dtAffairs Bright about it-in detail: later. 
AGRICULTURE. > | : 

| Then on Friday morning, Mr. Meeker of the Economic Section, suggested that 1 see 
C. Reed Miller, I believe. the name is, of the Department of Agriculture, He has’ suo- 
‘oeeded Mr, Ingwalson uit Gag mone co ded wenind Baldwin, the plant specialist, It was 
this conection which had been stirring mp ine trouble, on. Pinder. Meeker said the new 
assistant, howaver, was working closely with the economic sida of. Stata, 

Mr. Miller 4s the assistant of Dr. Ross ‘Moors, head of eohusloey in the Office of 
Foreign Agricultural Bp EROnT 

From what he. are it appears that inter Point 4, it will no longer be possible for ; 
a mission to opsrate as an independent unit, responsible to no particular agenoy.s In 

other worlds, Agriculture will — ieee the agricultural operations and the | 
people in that field will be directly responsible to the Department of Agriculture. 

Mr. Miller explained that they were thinking of or had asked the dean of agriculture 
at the School of Agriculture in the University of West Virginia and a oe dean, a 
Dr. Ortman, a specie lies in plant disease, I believe, to go tio Liberia and make a survey 
pending the development of the Point 4 Program and the allocation of funds to run. ite 

‘He 408i me in to talk wih Dr,-Ross Moore who ate cunsod the philosophy behind 
their planning. He talked on a rather high level. I had mot Dr. Moore before, as you 
know, when I went in on Frank Pinder's matter. . 

As I gather it, he agrees with my onthusiastio appraisal of thé work being done at 
present. He cbornd that the "practical doer". stage and regards it as extremely, important. 
He claims, however, that there must be the ‘scientific approach, one which not only | 
teachas people how to grow things but: charts, a phobeem peotaul: it pone hazards, ious 
world trends and markets. . 


ie 


He ‘said it's not a man whom he wonts to do these things; but. an Snistdtubion: | Ie the 
tho man, Pre Moore point « out, vith his personal Imowledge, notebooks. and textbooks, | 
“moves on, all is lost. if an institution is responsible, the school or institution is 
“ata re responsible and can carry Ons, Im giving you. this: just as I got ite Tr have no., 
perticalar Interpretation to make ihe than it looks as ‘though the scientific group 
plans eo. move in, a. . 

“Apparently is University of West Virginie has ‘broken its segrogation pattern and 
token in soma Negro graduate students, They: would also plan in any program: which was. 
worked out, “to bring into. the plotre the Rene. school, West Virginia State Cortese, 
John Davis? institution, 

| The dtecussions have already prooseded ‘to: the point where an épriouleural attache - ; 
mitt probably be appointed to the embassy Giles Hubert was mentioned. He is to move. 
from Haita this fall. ~ fone there is P from the standpoint of sause I don't ee 
whother Giles has asked for the post or note 

Whon I was in Haiti in March, Giles told ms he was going to Scandinavia, Denkark, 

I delieve. This sa used to work in Haiti and kmew Giles. I could not gather what — 
his amprepston: of Giles WAS He asked mine and t told him Giles was a finely trained 
person, but I was sold on the ei Sie idea and would prefer seeing him go to Denmark. 
You can guide ms in. aotner. I am right in this thinking. 

A plant specialist, oxperionced in plant diseases and grounded in sconomics etait: 
be all right as a person to serve as an Re I told then, however, that only an 
nevaNS gon gottor who gould supplement native needs as. | Pinder was doing and fit into the 
seen already being song there, would be truly, useful, Phoce would seem to be little 
use in having a man there who woul aanply. ride atone on what the present, ‘organization 
is sAOEBE Or would thore? a ‘mi ght be useful to nays a collaborator whom you know and | 
oan BAU gee, 





On the other hand, OFAR may be planning beyond its scope. Under the program Osear 
has developed, the mission would have self autonomy, You know these answers better 
than I. 

I told Dr. Moore and Mr. Miller that Dr. Patterson, president of Tuskegee, would 
be going to Liberia in October and that it would be helpful to thom and to him if 
they talked with Dr. Patterson. They probably will contact Dr. Patterson, I thought 
that if a tie-up was to be made, it would be well for Dr. Patterson to be aware of it, 

It may be with Point 4 in vogue, it will be possible to have a series of indepen- 
dent projects, but that the various divisions will be hooked up to the department which 
covers their field. 

There is nothing alarming in ali thisg and now that I have written it, I wonder 
whether I should have covered it in such detail. In any event, this information is 
merely for you and to give you food for thought and is entirely confidential. 

’ The whole attitude of State Department Beonomic and Political, was full of admira- 
tion and confidence in what has been accomplished in Liberia. 
ReBeAe 

Claude R. Wickard, now chief of the Rurel Electrification Administration, and I 
had a long talke I served as his consultant for quite a while, you remember. Hoe was 
much interested to disoover that an old REA man was heading the economio mission. 

Not knowing what the scope of REA might develop, I told him about the possibilities 
in hydro-electric development in Liberia. He is so fervent a believer in the benefits 
of electricity in helping low-income or even undeveloped people overcome the gap which 
lies between themselves and better livin;, that the subject intrigued him. 

Mr. Wiekard is going to New Delhi, India shortly to participate in a world con- 
ference on electrical development in various countries of the world, He says the 
trouble in so many areas is that they have no waterfals such as are on the St. Paul 
River and no possibility of hydro development, 

He did not lnow how REA oould bs brought in but he says their vast experience and 


their experts would surely be at the service of State or whatever department might be 


handling a Liberian programe He said it would heve his keen personal interest. Mr. 


Meier might find it profitable to oall on him when he returns to the U.S. 


August 26, 1950 


Messrse Oscar Meier & Frank E. Pinder 
Ue Se Economic Mission 
Monrovia, Liberia 


Dear Friends: 


The attached memorandum covers part of my reoent visit to Wash- 
ington. I put down my experiences, play by play. 


As I look back over this memorandum, the agricultural section 
leans more than I intended toward an idea that some sort of changes 
are planned. That I don't believe to be truae I think they have 
a feeling that under the Point 4 plan, various phases of the work 
will be more closely integrated into the various departments in 
Washingtone 


I was so firm in my praise of the work which 4s being done that 
they may have thought I was not totally in sympathy with the idea 
that certain scientific supervision was also necessarye In any 
event, I have attempted to give you a picture for whatever guide 
ance it may be to youe 


One thing is certaine They are fully aware now of the great pro- 
gress which has been made under your direction and through your 
effortse 


Today I had s letter from Congressman Flood, complimenting me 
upon the presentation I made before the appropriation committee. 


Sincerely, 
THE ASSOCIATED NEGRO PRESS 


Claude Ae Barnott 
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~JOHN.J. ROONEY MEMBER CHAIRMAN Ky 
’ MEMBER OF CONGRESS COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS peice ti ae C 
lar DisTRICT, New Yore are z 5 
‘4 = JUSTICE 
sure 1230 Congress of the Anited States COMMERCE 
New House OFFice BUILDING ; 
aati House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 


August 29, 1950 


Mr, Claude A. Barnett 

Director 

The Associated Negro Press, Inc, 
National News Service 

3507 South Parkway 

Chicago, Illinois, 


Dear Mr. Barnett: 


I wish to acknowledge receipt of your letter 
dated the 17th instant, the same day you appeared before 
our subcommittee on Appropriations. 


I_ thought you might like to have your printed 
testimony, and I am accordingly, enclosing two copies of 
that day's record in connection with the supplemental 
Appropriations bill for 1951, as well as a.cony of the 
committee report on that bill. 


I regret that the committee could not see 
eye to eye with you in your position on the matter, primarily 
because of the full committee's resolution to defer all 
expenditures possible which are not connected with national 
defense, 


I assure you that it was a pleasure to have . 
made your acquaintance, . 


With cordial regards, I am 


Xoo 
JJR: GB 





Washincton, De. Ce 
August 17, 1950 


Hone John Ja Rooney . 
House of Jepresentatives ~ 


.. Washington, De Ce 


Dear Mr. Rooney: 


I heve just returned from an extensive trip through the Republic ~ | 
ef Liberia. The changes which have taken place during the brief. 
space of turee yearg when Il was last these, are so striking that. 
I tuouglt it would interest you to know the view point of Amorican - 
citizens on some items which are before your sub-committees 


liberia is definitely on the way upward. The excellent current 
acmiristration with President fm. Ve 5. Tubman, a far seeing 
man with a passion for seeing his country advance while treating. . 
all other peoples well, 1s tue primary cause of the covntry's . 
stability and progress. However the United States has contributed 
in no emall measuie to the advancenent which has been made. ‘There 


, are or two items. before Concress which will aid Iiberia's — 
“position materially.” - bas 


‘The U. Se Economic Bission, the U. Se Public iiealth Mission, 


“Roth of which lave been operating for several years have been 


important factora in the new cutlook in the comtry. Liberia .. 
ig agricultural. The Mission under the leadership of ire Oscar 
veier and with lr. Frank i. Pinder as chief of its agricultural 
division, has done truly dynamic work in ‘leading Liberia, an 
agricultural country, into new enterprise am: greatcr productions 


I? present plang materialize and it is difficult to see how they - 
can fail, Liberia will become a really important factor in cocoa — 
and palm kernel productions iverywhere cocoa, palm trees, coffee 
and some bananas are being planted. Instruction in planting and | 
more important, in processinz, is being taken by the mission people 


a= ir. Jchn Je Rooney tel 7-50 | 


back into the very hinterland among what is gencrally termed the 
uncivilized pdople aml they are embracing it eagurlys Chiefs call 
assemblies bo hear about the new plans and now greater production — 
will offer ‘cash crops, which will enasle them to have and pay for 
schools, medida services, hougin:; anc town improvement. 


The ccuntry!/ néeds more assistance to got the agricultural prozram. 
moving forward, it needs schools am teachors desperately, it n.eds 
roads, at leasi primary roads so that this new produce which is | 
being developéd can get down to the wonderful new port which was 
ouilt throughia Unied States loan. hat port loan seems certain 
to we ole,of the best loans we have ever made, The port is ter-. 
rifically' busy. It is the best port in all West Arrica anu cives 
the best service o” any port tigre, ship captains told me. It 
has made money “rom the ver; start. It has opened not only thnt 
portion of Liboria but scrves tie ¥rench colonies way in the 
interior and ag a transhipoin. point for wr tish produce in areas 
where Ancrican ships do not stipe 

A , : Bee : 
T went uj} to the New Aepublic Steel-Christy iron ore projec... 

the railroad to transport this superlative ore will be compjeted 
next year an: it 1 oka like a wonderful asset. ‘he prea cocoa 


‘ rn - s P . Ca » : 
play:tation being ceveloped. by ie Liberia Coe, at Vocoatowm was 


visited alsoe It should bo an ‘mportant cog in asricult..ral pro- 
rresse: 


Lizeria owds much to the late lr. Hdward Ay Stettiniuse It was the 
‘trememicus puvlicity attendant unon the Launching o: his Liberia 
Cosy which is responsivle .or the currermt crest interest in Liverlas 
‘Tis theory of shariny the wealts which came from oxploitine a 


‘country turough educat on, health and welfare fcr its people was one 
2 » peop 


which the whole world had ita eyes upon. It still goes forward 
uncer ir. Juan irippe though reduced in scope at present. I expect 
it eventually to live up to many of Mr. Stettinius' crease 


Tie Yirestone empire in Liberia and its stupendous operstion are 
+co well known to need -epstition here. so me, the increased 
interest which anoarentay is veing exercised by Tirsstone officials 
in better education and training far the childien of Firestone!s 
30,000 Liberian employees is a mog: hopeful sim. -irestone is, of 
edurse, one cf the mainstays in the Liberian econom;'. 


3~ Ure. Jokm le Rooriey BL7-50 


‘You iar hebben tian tthe eee spine teries of Liberia 


to the United States in a militery and naval’ sense. You know 
also wint part we played in her founding, as well a ag, cur 
responsi.ility for seeing her go forward waco we Rene ONes 
for so long. - 


-T hope tinrefore, that win tever ae of the Prosidentts Wise and 


important Point 4 Program is put into operation, Liveria will 
participate effectively. fo mo the Point 4 Pragram is the real 
way out of our world dilemma. Too, the current items in the 
Omiitus Eill arfecting two Liberian roads, one of which connects 
the port with Lhe airfield which we maintain, ought sha 
to be expedited. 


I am in Weshington until Friday night and if you wish to reach me 
for any reason, I am at Ugpwelic 4142, iuxtension 5097. 


Sincerely yours, 


Claude Ae Sarnett 








August 30, 1950 


Dear De, Poindaxter: 


Here is @’olipping or two to show you how your story te 
went cover, I hope you can keep little itons coming sven 
if theyonly mention your name or whekker they do or not, 

'.,, Anything which builds Liberia, builds your job also. 


I telked with State last week and it looks as though 


’ even though 4th Point is trimmed way down, Liberia will 
got a fair share of rhat is left, 


Be Cordially, 
Claude A, Barnett, ‘ 
Dr, Hildrus A. Poindaxter, 


U. Se Health Mission, 
Monrovia, Liberia, W. Ae 








September 19, 1950 
Ur. Fraderiok by Rowe, Seoretary 


' Pholpas-Stekes Fund 


101 Park Avenue 
New York, K.Ys 


' Doar Bre Rowse 


In Washington during my stay the balance of last wook, there 
were several davelopmons which will be of interest to Dr. Tobias, 
Hye Robinsons lr. Wyon end the mombers of tha hoard, I faole 


Plans are being set in motion now to implenont the Point 4 prioe 
gren ag it my apply to Liberia. State Department ond Department 
of Apricuiture people advise that plens for Liberia ara being 
worked out firsts This procedure is being followed they sassort 
beoause the present program being carried out by the Ue Se Beono~ 


_ mio and Sealth Yissions in Liberig ara the very essenca of what 


the United States hopes to do in other arcagse Thoyhope to use the 
experience phinad in Liberia as a pilot project to show vhat Point 
4 oan do and will do both as an axperiment in oontent of progran 
pattorn and in deciding what form of administration to adopte 


Methods hava not bean solidified but.it is probseble that inatead 
of the State Departmont directing the whole program as it is doing 
now, under Point 4, tha individuel Ue. 8 Agencios will havo imnge 
diate charge of activities in thoir special fields. 


Agriculture therefora, will be responsible for egricultural opera 
tions. It soos probable that what thay will do will be to deepen 
and strongthen the present activities. They expact also to develop 
a aontinsing program probably by hooking it up with the Lend Grant 
College group in tha tnited States. Tho UeS. Public Hoalth Services 
will ba responsible for honlth aobivities. All of these programs 
will be under the general supervision of the State Departmont. The 
verture wlll ba = coapsrative onde 


‘The Office of Foreign Agricultural Rolatlons hed asked me to alt in 
with the liaison offieclsl of their solensific end technical branch 
so that I might give him and former Doan Orton of ths University of 





sew ire Rove : 9019850 





West Virginia, tho results of observations mde during my recent 
tripe Dean Orton, who will be in general charge of agriculturel 
efforts, leaves this week for Liberias Ho will mske 1 gancral 
survey of conditions preparatory te the development of the larger 
programe Dean Orton is noted as a plant brosder and is outatend} 
ine ss a solontist, T am told. 


Beosuse Dr. Patterson 4s going to Africa end bacatise of hisser- 
visa on the board and in training in the field, I suggested that 
ho be invited to sit in alsoe Ho did so with Mr. Hill, sut had 
to leayo bofore dr. Orton arriveds 


The thoroughness with which they are pleming the job indicates 
that they will try for an offeative program in Liborine The photo- 
graphs of Booker Washington Instittute which you loaned me and 
those hich I had borroved from the Ue Se Soonomic Mission, wera 
most serviceable in sugmenting the spoken word. 


The group agreed that BYI scemed tho logical focel point for thoir 
efforts in Liberia. ‘The agricultural education program as we dis- 
gussed it, would be built sround the schools Thet phose would ba 
aimed at a pragtioal and intensive end imaediata progrem. It was 
felt that practical agricultural people from tha United States, 

probably oxtension agents and vooationsl ag teachers could be sent 
out to train seleoted young Liberians who can in turn go back and 
sarry ous supervised programs of teaching end demonstrations 


From the sbove groups promising candidates could be selected for 
training in the United Stetes for leter teaching and leadership 
sarvica in Liberiae 


Tho prinaiple point where this program shows woalmass is the one 
Mr. Wynn, Mr. Robinson and Dre Tobias have disoussed. How can BWI 
#411 its place in this program if it deas not have adequete housing 
end facilities for students and teachers who will be provided under 
At? 





feachors can da provided under Point 4. Construction cennote Mre 

Wynn has pointed out that a limited start on construction cen be 

mice if it is certain teachers can be provided through government. 

This he suggests could be contrivad by transferring tha money in 

the BI budget nov allotted for teacshors to constructions ‘hot 
would not be ngerly sufficient, but it would moko an initiel starte 4 


This genoral reslization led mo to follow through on the mooting 
which bad beon a-ranged with President Sm911 and Seoretary~Troasuror 
Joshua Evans of tho Amorioan Colonization Socisty, All of the points 
suggested by Mr. fyan in his momorendum wore brought upe Thay hed 
veen waiting on him for certain infermatione Hs could not provide 

it bocause ho had not racoived cortaih primary information from the 
society in Veshingtone 


«Se Mr. Rowe Goa LQa5D9 


First there was the sugsestion that the Amrican Colonization Society 
property in Yeter Street, Monrovia, which is. in litigation and there- 
fore non-productive, bs oither sold with the procoeds to go to DHT 

or lonsod. It was pointed out thet the property was located in a 
valuable ares end could be lesesd on a long term lease, giving lessea 
privilege of ouilding, the rental to soorue to Bil, if they so desired. 
I gave them tie momorendum which the former tenant had handed to mo in 
Menroviee Iie is a mombor of en organization affiliated with Morous 
Garvey'a old group and is suing olniming ho was illegally ousted. 


Messrs Small and Evans apparently looked with favor on ths leasing 
suggestions They will ask their counsel Henry Litchfield vest to 
giva them a logal opinicne fir. Evans will look up the dead end fore 
ward the informtion on tho legal boundarios to Hre Viyon who hes boen 
handicapped in the suit without such informtion.e 


Next thoy will have Mr, “est oxamine the language of the trusts they 
hold and see whether the money for the "Hall Schools" can be trange 
farred for use te ony other purposoe Tho original grant appsrently 
raatricted uso of tho monay to a school in Maryland Countys The Li~ 
berian Government sbolished the school some yaars afoe Thore hes 
been a bronkdorn in aommmications, the Liberisn educations] author~ 
ities ovidontly not Imeving what it is nll about so thet they do not 
give adequate repliose Meanwhile, presumably the incoma hes accu- 
mulated in vashingtons 


% may be that legislation in {dberia will be nocassary to offact a 
changa in the institution eathorized to veoeivo the moneye it may 
elso be nacossary to secure a court direction .in Vashington to chenge 
the dirsotion or porhaps a review of tha oherter by Congress cr whoe 
avor has the authoritye 7 


Hr. Evans and Mre Small promised to pat that job up to Hre Wost alae 
fost of thesa datails Hr. Small saomed not to have boon familiar with 
pvoforae I bolicve I can get the information they wish from Liberia 
or it ie cartoin Mr. Wynn can do 806 


Tho third qusstion whatherythey oan extend to ifr. Viynn, the money thoy 
ars authorised to give to an ordained ministor was outlinod, but was 
not resohed in our disoussion which lasted an hour and a half. They 
were talking so animatedly that I forgot ite 


Fourth, the matter of the bull Mr. Smell head promisede Mr. Small 
brasds Angus, ovidently rathor importently. He has the animal and 
was ready te send it until he had adverse roportse He says ho does 
not want to waste the enimale 


Hs want to the Angus Breedorts Associstion in which he apparently is 
activee Thoyridiculed the idea of sending Angus te the tropics, say- 
inp, they were totally unsuited to hot olimates end were suscaptible to 
insoot borne diseasose Ure Small has toon weiting for inforrmtion 
from Libaria ragarding the typo of feed available and tre probability 
that the animal could live. 


whe lire Rove Qe 1 G50 


I gave Mr. Smell the photos which I brought beck from the Roonomio 
Hission in Liborine He aspscinily wishos to show those at the now 
port unloading « brahnin bull from the United States ond one of a 
Brahmin calf which was born there recently to the Angus Braadors 
fellowse Eo ssys thet he asked them to chip in a couple of blooded 
heifers already brad to send slong with his bull. He thinks these 
pictures may help tim to sell them on taking a chonea. I told about 
the wida variety of seed for grasing which Frank Pinder had imported 
trying to find the right typo for pastures 


Later I talked with Doan Orton whe hes had considerable exporianca 
in brooding animals about the possibility of Ancus in tropLoal sonese 
Ne said pest experience showed that they did not do well in hot 
Qlimates. Texeg tried them but heat and inssots nullified their 
attempte Thoy ewitohed to Brahmin which have proven admirable as no 
oross-breede . 


Mr. Small hed nevor kad shipping explained to hime I told him he 
could put the buli on the boat at Baltimore snd axoept for a stop at 
New York, could go straight ecross tho Atientios Tho Breeders ssso- 
ciation hed been critical of shipping facilitios, but he hopes to 
overcome their skepticisme 


Finally wo discussed the matter of a substentisl grant. I desoribad 

ky. Robinson's point of view thet now was the time to mike e bold 
stroke and to try end put the school in position to do a ranal fobs 

I mentioned hie willinenoess to recommend to tho New York Colonization 
Society Board a substantial grant if ha koow it o.uld ba mstched by 
them and possibly Pirestone with some sort of help by the mission 
doardse The latter might contribute personnel. 


Messrsée Evans end Small pointed out thet their total capital was 
around £100,000, that thoy wore spending practically all thoir incom 
with BDyIe They said if thay gava half of their capital, it would 
lessen their inoome by half. They thought their osoerd might be will- 
ing to consider it if they had aseuranee thot teachers would be pro- 
vided for four or five yoors at least. They doubt the longevity of — 
foverrmant grantse Point 4 people however sre looking forward to cone 
Siderablo life for projects ones they are established. I maroly loft 
thet thought with thems 


Mre Small ond Hr. Zvans woreavidly intercsted in the photos I showed 
them. Thoy said this was the fireat tims thoy had felt thay lmow what 
waa going on in Libarias Thoy now had o feeling that progress was 
boing madéee They asked thet I notify them the next time I was coming 
to Washington. They would like to call tho whole board together to 
see the photos and here what I had told theme 


If tre Tobias or Mr. Robinson thought well cf such an idea I would bea 
glad to do it. Perhaps one of them would attend. Also they mipht 
have a minimum alternative to suggaste 
Sincerely, 
THE ASSOCIATED NEGRG PRESS 


jor Claude As Barnett 


September 23, 1950 


Mre Frederick Le Rowe, Sacretaty 
Phelps-Stokes Fund 

101 Park Avenue 

New York, N.Ye 


Dear Mre Rowe: 


In Washington last woek, there were several devolopments which 
I feel will be of intorest to Dr. Tobies, Mr. Robinson, Kr. Yynn 
and the membars of tha board. 


Efforts ars basing sat in motion now to implement the Point 4 pro- 
gram as it may apply to Liberia. State Department and Lepartment 
of Agriculture people advise that plans for Liberia are being 
worked out first. They sssert that the present programs being car~ 
ried out by the U. Se Bconomio and Health Missions in Liberia are 
the very essence of what the United States hopes to do through 
Point 4 in other arease They hope to use Liberis as a pilot prow 
ject to show what Point 4 oan and will do both as an expsrimaent 

in content of program as well as in deciding whet form of sdminis- 
tretion they will uses 


Methods have not been solidified but it is probebls that instead 
of the State Department directing the whole program as it is doing 
now, under Point 4, the individual Ue Se Agenoiss will have imme-~ 
dinate cherge of ectivities in their special fields. 


The Department of Agrioulture therefore, will be responsible for 
agricultural operations. It soems probablo that what they will do 
will be to despen and strengthen the present activities. They expect 
also to develop a continuing program probably oy hooking it up with 
the Lend Grant Collere group in the United Stetose Tho Ue Se Public 
Health Service will be responsible for health sotivitiese All of 
these programs will be under the genoral supervision of the State 
Department. The venture will be a ooopsrative one. 


The Office of Foreign Agricultural Relations asked me to sit in 
with the lisison officiel of their soilontifio and teohnioal branch, 
so I might give him and former Dean Orton of the University of West 





2» Hrs Rowe 9a 2550 


Virginia, the results of observations made during my recent trips 
Dean Orton, who will be in goneral charge of agricultural efforts, 
leaves this week for Liberia. He will meke a survoy of conditions 
preparatory to the development of the lerger programs Dre Orton 

is noted as a plant brseder end is outstanding os a solentist, I am 
told. 


Beoause Dre Patterson is gfoing to Africa and because of his service 
on the board end in training in the field, I suggested that ho be 
invited to sit in elsoe He conferred with Mre Hill, but had to 
leava before Dr. Orton arrived. 


The thoroughness with which they are planning tho job indicates 

that they will try for an effeotive program in Liberiae The photo- 
graphs of Booker Washington Institute which you loaned me and those 
which I had borrowed from the Use S» Eoonomic Mission, were most ser- 
viooable in augmenting the spoken worde 


the group agreed that BYI seemed the logical focal point for their 
efforts in Liberiae The agricultural sducation program as we dis- 
oussed it, would be built around the schoole Thet phase would be 
aimed at a practical and intensive and immodiate programe It was 
felt that agricultural people from the United States, probably exten- 
sion agents and vocational ag teachers gould be sent out to train 
selected young Liberisns who can in turn fo back to their tribes and 
earry out supervised programs of teaching end demonstrations 


From the above groups, promising candidates could be selected for 
training in the United States for leter teaching and leadership 
service in Liberia. 


The principal point where this program shows weakness is the one 
Mre Wynn, Mr. Robinson and Dre Tobies have disoussade How oan BI 
fill its place in this program if the school dogs not have adequate 
housing and facilities for students and for teachers who will be 
made available under the Act. 


Teachers osn be provided under Point 4. Construction cannot. Ure 
Wynn has pointed cut thot a limited start on construction can be 
made if it is certain teachors can be provided through govornmente 
This he suggests could be contrived by transferring money in the BYI 
budget now allotted for teachers to constructione That would not be 
naarly. enough, but would make a start possible. | 


Very truly yours, 
THE ASSOCIATED NEGRO PRESS 


Claude Ae Barnett 


Soptenbor 26, 1950 


2. 
Mr, Kennet Meeker, 
Boonenic Seatioen, 
U. S&S. Department of State, 
21lst & Virginia Avenue, 
Washington, D. GC, 


Dear Mr. Meeckors 


I understend thet under the Point 4 program as it will 
be worked out, that teashers osn be provided for schools 
which are seleated to work with, such as BNI for example. 


Is there sny assurenoe that this program will be care 
ried on for as leng as four or five years so that it would 
be safe to shift funds from teachor's salaries to constructe 
ion? What is your best thinking on trat? 


Please let me heer from you by return mail, Mondsy at 
the latest, if possible, 


Yhhat was Liberia's educagion budget for the past three 
years and ten years ago? oe 


What was her income for the past three years, for the 
peak year during or after the war and for the year before 
Worid War II? 


Trust all’s well with you. Will return those photos 
when through with them. 


Sinoerely, 


Claude A, Barnett, 


1007 Potomac Avenue 
Alexandria, Virginia 
September 50, 1950 


Mr. Claude A. Barnett 
3507 South Parkway 
Chicago, Illinois 


Dear Mr. Barnett: 


I will forward to Dr. Orton the clipping on oil 
palms you enclosed in your letter of Semptember 21. 


Dr. Orton spent a busy week preparing for his 
Liberia assignment - and a curious thing happened to 
me in this intensive exposure to Liberian problems. 

I am considering going to Liberia as the Technical Co- 
operation Officer, the name of the Point IV officer in 
the embassy at Monrovia. At least, I am discussing 

it tentatively with Ken Meeker. I am telling you this 
in confidence as I would like to know what you think 
of the idea. 


The Point IV public advisory committee membership 
has been recommended by State to the President. The 
White House is making changes. I do not know State's 
recommendations or whether theré is the desired Negro 
representation that I feel is necessary. Without con- 
sultetion with anyone in USDA I personally urged your 
name with a friend who is a confidant of Capus Waynick, 
Acting Administrator for Point IV within State. But 
at this late date, only direct communication with the 
White House would be effective. 


I note with a start that I had not consulted your 
convenience. But I know that you feel, like I do, that 
@ phase of the Point IV peace program is the relaxation 
of world interracial tensions. The technique is so ut- 
terly simple - the working should,to shoulder on common 
problems. 


Mrs. Hill and I believe our two distinguished guests 
contributed to a most pleasant evening. Hrs. Hill sends 
her regards and would like to know the stage name of Mrs. 
Barnett so she could recognize it when mentioned in notes 
on the theater. 

Sincerely yours, 


Qe 2 2 LsAK 2 ee 


C. Reed Hill. 


ocean 


October 3, 1950 


Mr. C. Reed Hill, te ng. 23 
1007 Potomac Avenue’, : ; ieee) 
Alexendrie, Vae 3 


Dear Mr. Hills 


Thank you for your letter of Septenber ‘30. The notion that, __ 


you might go to Liberia as the Point IV offioer in the embessy 
at Monrovia came es @ surprising suggestion but I would agree a- 
very good one. It might go a long way toward solving whet sould 
eyneretae be @ problan. 


If an ordinary. State Department career man was put into-: 
the embassy in such a post there is every possibility that-the _ 
people who have borne the burdens there in the heat of ‘the day, 
might feel slighted. A remarkable job hes been done there. It. 
may be that some of the formel academic beokground normally ex= 


' pested in.a post of that ochareoter may be lecking. Absence of 

'* advance degrees would be more then compensated for by the high | 
“2 Intelligence, the devotion to duty end the hard work which have 
“brought things to pass there. In and out of both the American 


and Liberian ciroles it. would be hard to explain away failure to 
recognize the achievement of the people who have been working 
there, especially Frank Pinder. 


Your stepping from a high technical place in the U.'S. De= _ 
partment of Agriculture to teke over e job of that sort might — 


‘throw an altogether different light on the matter, In faot I am | 


confident it would, 1 would feel too that your past experience, 
your breadth of view end your interest in programs of this type 
all would be serviceable to Liberia, 


I don't know what hes been done in the matter of the publis 
advisory committee membership. So far as I am concerned if it 
were available I doubt I should permit any more time away from my . 


work than present activities are taking. I would hope there would. 


be Negro representation and think that consideration should be 
given to that fact by the authorities. 


cone a 
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Ootober 3, 1950 


ake Broek Sot sbit urs, Hill that Mrs, Barnett's professional 
O7,2 Etta Moten. The play went to Westport, Gonn., where 
they played for a week at the Westport Country Playhouse. 
Reception was exaellent, They are doing some rewriting now 
and present prospeots are that in mid-Ootober it will open in 
Philsdelphia or Boston pricr to trying its luoj on Broadway, 


Mr. Cy Reed Hillecsccsccceed Ootober 3, 1950 


ete eras 


sBlease tell Mrs, Hill that Mrs. Barnett's professional name is 
Etta ‘Hoten. The play went on in Westport, Conn., at the Westport 
Country Playhouse for a week. Reception was excellent. They are 
doing some rewriting now end present. prospests are that in mide 
October it will open in Philsdelphie ar peewen pra to trying its 


clue on Broadwaye 


Sinserely, 


Claude A. Barnett. 


Mr, Ce Reed Hillsecesesd 


Please tell Mrs, Hill that Mrs, Barnett's professional 
name is Etta Moten, The play went to Westport, Conn., where 
they played for a week at the Westport Country Playhouse, 
Reception was excellent, They are doing some rewriting now 
and present prospeots are that in mid-October it will open in 
Philadelphia or Boston prior to trying its luoj on Broadway, 


Decomber 1, 1750 


ire Herbert Bo Gaston, 
Chairman |& Bresident, 
AxporteLapers Danke, 


Vashington, De Co 
Dony tre Costone 


WLLL you be good onough to have the following informtion 
sont to us at your aarly oonvendence? Thoro is gront intersat 
among Negroes in the treatment Deing accorded Liberin by tha 
SxporteLsport Bank and wo are caper te have facta correct and 


ics miko say orrera or miastatoronts. 


Ve carried e story rucontly of the interview which Progie 
dont Truman save te the Liberian delegation which is over hore 
to present tho figures and justifiestion for a lean to the 
ixportelupert Banke Mire Trumn essurod the delegation of our 
Govsrmant*’s interess in Liberia and his persemal desire to seo 
that sho received what she wos asiclnpe 


Enclosed le a story wo distriturted te more then 50 age 
papers Monday which shows hew Ausrisan funds are boing shemnellod 
to varicus colanial pwnars for the cdevalopme:nt of British, French 
and British colonicse 


Libsria, whose importance to cur defensa progran is imdenied, 
hes hoon pleading for years for econonts help. First priority ace 
cording to the informtion hore is far a hydromolostric plonte 


This beokeround 49 givon to you because wo wont te co an Oye 
haustive series of articles on this whelo forvipn, African Col 
aituetion snd i will appreciate os much information es tha bant: 
oan clva use 


fect Tuaday, thinking that Congress might to ford Liar with 
the matter, I enlled on Congrensgman Fite Le Dawson, ohedrmen of the 
cermittes on sovermuntal expenditursse Mo was vitally interested 
and plans te make aes investiontlons 


~~ ta 


Ere Harbert Ho Gastonocessen® 12/1550 


A Dew woes ago I telked with Mre Cleranco Cemnon, shelrman of the 
House Approprietions Cermmbttes, Ha, toog waa interested in whet is going 
on in Liberia, He arranced for mo to appecr before the State Dopartnmont 
SubkComittes on a request to ude unegpent funds approoriated to Liberia 
far poadge 


Please snewer these questionas 


Yas the exportelzmeart Bank dsolided just what loans #12 bo pranted 
Liberia? 


tey wo have a topy of the report om which the decisioa renarding 
the hydroeclectrio program is hosed? 


Would it bo asking too much to inquire wether a hydroeelectric 
plant could mot be axpested to greatly step up the econenio posalbilities 
af e@ country which hes no power but whieh bas water falia of suvorlor Sypo? 


h pewter ples would attrect 4mrican private capital te build cote 
ton mills, enining fecteries, end muacsrous cther entorprises including the 
rtiiraaetise of robber produgtae This ia im ascordence with the wirhes of 
Prosidont iruwn of the United States ond President Pulssar of Libaria, that 
Amrlcon omciteal ba imvited inte the ceuntrye 


Concwuds is wow im the process of proning a bill in the ssount of 
$250,000, 000 inswing Amorienn funds tovested in foreign coumbricse 

Wa would waloome a complote exposition of the E:portebpert Bank's 
thinking and position on extending help to Lateria, a long proven friend 
end aid os ermminst tha funds being distrituted to tha dupondonales of 
Engimnd, France, Belgitm, stte 


Perden the iongth of this letter bub we wil certainly eppresiate 
hearing Pron vou at your carly sonvenlonge 
Ikead the privilers of moting you at Blsir House goers tine agde 
Cordially, 


Glawuds Ae Barnotte 


3521 South Périeway 


aS Februes'y 10, 1951 
{ 


Mrs Osvar Meier, 
Room 2233, New State Building, 
Washing ton, De Ce 


Dear Oscar's 


‘I% was good to have a chance to talk with ya, You 
have Jed such a wonderful experience ina progrem which 
is so'challenging that it mst be good ip have th¢ op- 
portunity in the larger field as I understmd your new 
assignment to be, . 


Did you say you were going to sed me a copy of 
your report? If so I would certainly like to read it, 


I hope that you are able to find the sort of per- 
sonnel which will fit in and that ym will use your good 
offices in selecting Zolk to whan the opportunity for 
service: there would b8a boon for the futureg I'd like 
to get a list of all the personnel required) 

! 


If I oan be of service don't hesitate to call on MO» 
I have considerable data and acquaintance down the coast 
end perhaps some correspondence you ought to get acquaint} 


‘ed vi thifin in gpvcation end one or two othar phases, 


Sincerely > 


a 
Claude A, Bamett. 
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3551 South Parkway, 


February 10, 1951 


; Ce Reed Hill, Direstor, 
. t Four Progrem for Liberia, 


2283 ,) ‘New State Building, 
Washington, D.C, 


Dear Dr. Au 


‘ was good to have a chance t talk with y 
you departed for Liberia, I know you are going to lew 


a wonderful experience and I trust that all of your. hopes 
come | |PasSe 


/ ou were going to send me a list of the! personnel 
which ig\to be used ani I thought some desoriptive;m ter- 
ial on the project if any has been perfected. I'll be glad 
to have) ve : ; 


poe 


Bost wishes and good luok. 


i Very truly yours, 


Claude As Barnette 
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3531 South Parkway, 


February 10, 1951 


Dr. C. Reed Hill, Director, 


Point Four Program, 


3531 South Parkway, 


February 10, 1951 


Dr. Clayton R, Orton, 
Room 2233, 

New State Building, 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Dr. Orton: 


I hope your program is moving along rapidly, If 
you were able to go to North Carolina and Tuskegee I &m 
sure you must have met some interesting people and se= 
cured some food leads, 


You were going to let me have a copy of ywr ree 
port. i will be heppy to have it at your early 
sonveniendde 

You have my best wishes in your work and I aope 


your efforts will be of great benefit to Liberian life 
and progress. 


Sinoerely, 


Clande A, Barnett, 


Ae To 
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Feb. 14. /19! 


Dear Claude: 


A lot of water has gone over the dam since I last 
saw and talked with you. I have definitely committed 
myself to take over the Liberia proposition with Reed 
Hill - can't quite figure out whether I am 45 sorts of 
a fool to forego the pleasures and comforts of Califor- 
nia which I had definitely planned. upon my retirement 
on December 31 - but anyway Mr. Hill has portrayed such 
an intriguing and interesting opportunity to be of service 
there in Liberia that I just couldn't turn it down. So 
I've filed the necessary papers requesting full field 
F.B.I. investigation, security investigation, medical 
examination, and all the other things that it seems have 
to be done in order to get out of the U.S.A. 


Incidentally, in order to permit me to operate 
unofficially here in State pending FBI clearance and to 
learn as much of the various problems prior to going 
overseas, I got myself appointed as a Collaborator (with- 
out compensation) in the Department of Agriculture. 

Under this appointment I receive no compensation, of course, 
but it does pave the way ir me to travel at Government 
expense. One of the things I'd like to do above all others 
would be to spend a few days with you in Chicago, learning 
some of the things I should know before getting into this 
thing too deeply. Possibly some way can be arranged so that 
I can make a trip to Chicago for the purpose of consulting 
with you, as I know you have a wealth of information and 
knowledge which would help and guide me. 


Prior to his ®eparture Monday evening, Mr. Hill asked 
me to let you know that he had received your letter but in 
the rush of work getting ready to depart he didn’t have 
chance to write you. He left some material which he asked 
me to forward to you - unofficially - which I will mail 
from Agriculture the first chance I have to get over to my 
old stamping ground. In the meantime, I am putting in as 
much time as I can here in Mr. Hill's office in order to 
learn as much as I can. If and when I see you, remind me 
to tell you about the problem of extension workers for 
Liberia. — 

Drop me a line when you get chance. I've moved from 
Vernon St., and am now at 1414 Taylor St., Na My new phone 


is Randolph 2164. 
Hastily and sincerely, tS 


EE  ——— 


FL YTA Print 
eid 
ce 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 


OFFICE OF FOREIGN AGRICULTURAL RELATIONS 
WASHINGTON 25, D.C, 


“-FEB 16 1951 


Mr, Claude A. Barnett 
3531 South Parkway 
Chicago 15, Illinois 


Dear Mr. Barnett: 


Your letter of February 10 is at hand and I hasten to apologize 
for not sending you earlier a copy of ny preliminary report. 
I am enclosing it herewith, 


Qwing to the short time before I leave on the 19th for Liberia, 
it seemed best to have Dennett Guthrie make the trip to Tuskegee 
and North Carolina. He is expected back this week and I hope 

he will be able to recruit at least two highly competent men 

for Liberia. 


Reed Hill is in New York today. They expect to take the Pan 
American plane tomorrow at 11:45 a.m. I am leaving here Satur= 
day for New York to arrange for car and baggage before leaving 
on Monday by plane. 


I hope to get around some in Liberia before the onset of the 
wet season. 


Sincerely yours, 


ceyton f Orton 
Agricultural Consultant 
for Liberia 


(D Enclesur 


Hay Pus tee aw, 
i nities 
Alice 






Monrovia, Liberia, December 5, 1960 . 


' PRELIMINARY. REPORT ON LIBERTAN AGRICULTURE AND. ITS NEEDS . 
BY GLAYTON R. ORTON, AGRICULTURAL CONSULTANT 
UNETED STATES ECONOMIC MISSION IN LIBERIA 
FEE GHHEHUEHHEHERE 
Introduction: Although my mission in Liberia is far from being dcippletedy: 
it seems desirable to submit. this report as a basis, in part, for the 
discussions following request of U.S. Départment of Agriculture (received 
6:30 pem. December 2, 1950) to return to Washington. In add ticn to 
personal observations much help has been received from the Economic - 
Mission staff and = Wseeimlyy from Mer, Frank Pinder, Agriculturist. My 
own bseisecions are based on about 1500 miles of travel in Liberia. 
Topography and Climate: The general topography is rather well. known © 
but a ous resid eal survey which is greatly needed has not been made. 
Of most significance is the co range.of hills, 30 to 40 miles inland, 
roughly parallel to the coast line. ‘These form a divide between the 
areas of high precipitation along the coast and the hinterland area 
of sniely Lowa rainfall to the north. In this northern area tiene are 
seattered groups of abrupt hills and mountains rising to a height of 
4900 # (Nimba mountains). | 
Precipitation averaging abaut 175" centers around Monrovia extending 
in,.an area of about 40 miles outside of which it drops rather rapidly. 
The average precipitation at Harbel Ae miles east of Monrovia is 125", 
This rainfall holds fairly closely Siete the coast to: Cape Palmas sit 
-. drops rapidly again to 65" in Gold Coast and less in Nigeria. North : 


of the 


ss 


of the ridges précipitation es to about 85" at Ganta and less at 
Sauowualles, The galls: Ginipatton ‘in rainfall takes place to the Vest 

and North. The average for Sierra Leone. » being in the vicinity of 

120" and 148" at Freetown. 

‘Rainfall distribution falls into a einhively dnitedi pattem 
pues is generally the dryest month after which precipitation eredually 
increases to reach its maximum in August or Saptenber after vhich it 
drops rapidly. December, January and February constitute the dry season 
which is also the season of pionact and lowest daily temperature | 
fluctuations. 

These variations in topography and rainfall naturally affect the 
temperature markedly. The average mean daily temperature along the coast: 
‘is about 80°F with a maximum average of 86.6 and minimum of 72.8. In 
the interior the average daily temperature 1 about 75°F with maxima as 
high as 97°F, minima as low as 43°F. in the northwestern part of 
Liberia have been reported. 

These variations in rainfall and temperature make it imponsdble to 
grow almost any crop somewhere in Liberia ~— a bioclimatic region of 
considerable range. Physiological studies at various points are needed 
to determine light intensities as they affect different gronus This is 
important since there are no marked changes in length of day. Possibly 
the Blueville Meteorological Observatory of Harvard University might 
furnish helpful information. 


soils: 





<3 


( Soils: Our principal knowledge of Wlesien eatiw Aaceantaaaed “An the 
excellent survey and report of Mr, William Reed conducted during 
1947-49 (presumably now in press). Observations confirm his areal 
survey which shows marked vegetation regions.) the soils of lateritic 
nature, the humic bogs and the savannshs of sand. The lateritic soils 
seeps about three-fourths of the area of Litberia and are the only 
soils at present largely utilized for crop production and forest growth. 
Bogs and savannahs of considerable extent have not been developed for 
economic use. Judged by experiences in Sierra Leone aes similar 

conditions it appears that the bogs could be very profitably cleared 

for paddy rice production - the most important food crop and one greatly 
in necd of expansion, The Savannshs present an unsolved problem. 
Fortunately they have been untouched for many years except for casual 
grazing. I gee no reason why these areas cannot be developed for 
livestock production if great care is taken to. keep the sod intact. 
These are some native legumes Sven axow in these savannehs and with 
proper management good pasture should be capable of development. Without 
pasture, livestock production, so greatly needed, cannot succeed.. 

The very high acidity of Liberian soils, varying from ph 3.4-5.4 
presents a serious problem to high production of crops and the nutrition, 
of animals and man. There being no limestone in Liberia nor in adjacent 
parts of Africa, the problem of building bone structures in man and 
animals ia vine on low calcium diets, is caianoun ts This calcium deficiency 
coupled with very rapid leaching constitutes a highly important and 
interesting research problem which must be solved. Similarly, the low 


phosphorus 





. phosphorus content of Liberian soils presents a Brovlen for which a 
solution may be found in the er re at Bomi Hills and 
elsewhere in Liberia, pi em told. Calcium and phosphorus are uawaneiadid 
in both animal and plant nutrition. ‘Two-thirds of the mineral content 
of the animal body is composed of these two elements - Unless resent 
in the soil they are limited in the vegetation produced on the scil and 
conseyuently are not available in sufficient quantity for the normal 

needs of man and grinds SeKittrell, Flemmie P. A, Preliminary Food 
and Nutrition Survey of Liberia. Officer of Informa tionaand Education 

B¥change, U.S. Department of State, 1947 also. Orton, C.R., Boil in 
Rdlation to Health. Ohio State Medical Journal £2140-4h, 1946. 

| The importance of the "minor" elements in plant and animal nutrition 
is just becoming realized in advanced countries. The rapid leaching of 
the soils in this tropical climate raises the question whether the minor 
midenee may not be deficient also but this must await soils and plant 
nutrition studies before the answer can be found, 

Vegetation: The natural vegetation of Liberia is extremely varied and 
prolific and characteristic of Tropical West Africa (See Hutehingon, 

J. & JsM. Dalziel. Flora of West Tropiaak Africa, Kew 1927-1936, Vols. 
I and II). Strangely enough emong this luxurious vegetation only 
(Coffea Liberica) , several species of Palns (ott, wine, raffia, piassava 
and rattan palms) and some native forage grasses (Pennisetum, Paspalum, . 
Axenopus) are indigenous. Not a single cultivated food plent is nadve 
to Liberia yet all of them ean be grown here and most of them are to be 
found within its borders. Native figs (gevenaGueci ea) -cxe native date 


; palm, 


palm, several native legumes, the malaguette pevnfer (souree of the old 
name of "Grain Coastt for: Liberia) and several. native BreEGEH ieencnt? “a 
interesting opportund thts. for he: pl lant breeder Bae geneticist. The” 
_ pinapple. is a good ‘example of an introduced plant which has become. thoroughly Mi 
naturalized and now is frequently found growing: wild in the bush. 


Pollewiing isa partial. list of the food, 
feed and industrial plants found in Liberiai, 





(potatoes: - 


A. Crops: : 
1. od Letbuse 
1. Food Crops: 7 _ Endive 
(a) Cereals ea “Beets 
(sweet - Carrots . 
Gorn (pop — Okra 
(field. Onion 
Rice (c) Fruits 
| Sugar cane _ (x) annuals 
(b) Vegetables banana 
Cassava plantain 
Eddoes papaya. 
Sweet potatoes _ Pineapple 
- Yams “cucumber 
wavermelon 
; aa (ee (y) Perennials 
lime avocado 
bene bread fruit 
Peanuts . jack fruit 
cabbage meee 
: 5 surinem enerry 
| eee - 
cauliflower . eee 
eee eabbage 
persimmon 
Crucifers (kohlrabi adconnt 
- (rutabega grapefruit 
radish ane 
(turnip Citrus (lemon 
(mustard te (Lime 
. - (tangerine 
_ (egg plant. — 
Solanums (peppers (var.) — 
(tomatoes G 


8 (@) Beverages 


Oe 
- (¢) continued 


(a) Beverages oan = ) -eashew 


Cacao - . sapodillo 
Coffee . Fembatas 
Cola ' sour sop ..”: 
Wine Palm _ star. apple 
Sassafras. almond 
-(e) Spices oe fe figs 


black Pepper 
Malaguetta Pepper 
Ginger 
Mace 
Kiffi seed 
22. Forage Crops 
(a). Grasses 
_ Elephent Grass 
Sudan 
Millets 
Parpakim spp. 
Others 
Axanopus Compressus 
(b) Legumes 
Calabar Beang 
Sword Beans 
Velvet Beans 
Soy Beans 
Pigeon Pea 
Cow Pea (vigna gracilis) 
Pueraria 
Calopognia 
Crotolaria 
Indigofera 
Desmodium 
Phaseolus 
Vetch 
Psoralea, and 
Others 


De Industrial Crops 
Bamboo 


Rubber >< 

Oil Palms 

Piassava . 

Raffia . 

Rattan 

B. Non-Crop Vegetation ‘* 

_ l. Grasses 4 Trees. 

2» Shrubs . = About 365 goodies according to 

3.. Herbs Mayer. (See Report on forestry 
. in Liberia). 

_— - Crop . 


Crop Export Records for Liberia 1947-49 
Collected and assembled by U. S. 
Economic Mission 





| - eo ernie: : 
Export 1947 98 1949 

Cocoa 1947 — 403,200 lbs. $ 23,254 

1948 — 806,400 * $90,406 

1949 -1164,800 * : $ 136,444 

Coffee 1947 = 367,220 lbs. 27,476 . 

1948 ~ 89,600 * 6,660 

-1949 —- 61,000 " 5,578 
Cola Nuts 1948 -1962,000 lbs. . 50,788 . 

1949 -1832,000 " 52,705 
Palm Kernels 1947 — 3,516 tons 475 475,933 

1948 = 17,563 " | 2,403,390 

1949 - 17,526 " 1,991, 581 
Palu Oil 1947 ~ 294,517 gals. 202,144 

1948 - 774,765 " an 738,557 

1949 ~ 532,676 " 375,020 


728,807 3,289,801 2,561,328 


Piassava 1947 - 4255,388 lbs. 192,292 . 

1948 - 36245320 " 115,949 

1949 = £445,090" | 163,125 
Bananas § 1950 - 408 stems ( New Orleans, Dallas, Shreveport) 
Coconuts 1950 ~ 10,000 nuts (New Orleans) 


Rice Production and Imports 
Production (Est.) 


1947 . 150,000 tons - 300,000,000 lbs, 
1948 160,000 tons -~ 320,000,000 lbs. 
1949 F 197,000 tons ~ 394,000,000 lbs. 


Imports 


Imports (actual by Firestone Co.) 


1945 79355240 lbs. $505,185 
1946 1,477,965 " | 299,710 
1947 3,807,700 " 301,067 
1S 4,388,502 " 428,282 
1949 2,680,639” | 203, 264 


It is believed that the export in 1949 would have been unnecessary 
had adequate Liberian transportation been provided. A considerable 
quantity of last year's crop still remains in the hands of farmers at 
this time (November 30). The situation in 1950 is still uncertain for 
the late crop is just being pangaated: The early crop appears to be 
below average. There is ned for more emphasis on rice producticn and 
paddy rice should be encouraged in at least one area north of Ganta 
(Gbevin Swamp) which has. been neveyed tur this purpose. ‘The per acre 
production of upland rice in Liberia is very low averaging less than 
-10 bus. Yields up to 30 bus. should be veadbea with better varieties 
and methods of growing crop and controlling pests and diseases. In 
Sierra Leone under similar conditions 25-40 bus. per acre are grown in 
the polders. These records lack data on total production of most of these 
crops. It is well known that large quantities of cocoa, coffee, palm 
kernels and rice are lost to the population because of lack of transportation, 
It is probable thet not more than 20 percent of the kernels from wild 
palas are harvested. It is thought that frequently as much as 30 percent 
of the cocoa pods rot in the field for leek of adequaté means of getting 


the 


ig A) 


the product to market. This emphasizes forcefully the great need for 
“more and better highways. oe : 

The other problems surrounding crop production in Liberia may be 
listed as follows: 

(1) Plant Disease and Insect Controls These ere of the most 
immediate concern as they are now taking a heavy toll on present production 
and with expanded production and greater concentration these problems 
will be much intensified. | 

(2) Better Prosesning Methods: The fermenting process in cacao is 
not well understood and much less in quality is occasioned by this 
failure; also there appears to be need for further studies on drying 
of the beans. The grading and roasting of Liberian coffee must be 
improved. This is really one of Liberia's unique products which is 
of excellent quality when properly grown and processed. Palm oil pro- 
duction could be the chief export in Liberia if sieauate methods of 
extraction and processing for quality production is developed. This is 
extremely important! | 

(3) Soil Management and Fertilization; The development of cover 
-crops to supply the necessary humus and available minerals is highly 
important. By use of the pit compost pile the technical staff in 
Sierra Leone has been able to grow vegetable successfully in rotation 
on the same ground yearly. ‘There is outstanding need for fertilizer 
trials on all crops ~ especially through the additions of alteeea, 
calcium and phosphorus. ‘The use of commercial fertiladeva is practically 


unknown in Liberia, ae _ 
(4) Plant 


-~l1O— 


(4) Plant Breeding: The opportuhities for developing greater 
production, better quality and pest resistance are unexcelled, This 
eons to Liberian coffee and palms especially. There are stores of 
native plants, fruits and drug plants which are awaiting the plant 
elas and technicians interest, 

_ Vegetable crops in Liberia should be restrfeted to local use. 
The permanent economy for the country Lies with its deeper rooted, 
mainly perennial plants such as coffee, cacao, palms, isibeee: citrus, 
rubber and possibly several other fruit crops. So fer ag possible the 
processing of these products in Liberia should be developed as rapidly | 
as production is justified. 
Animal Life: 
_ (1) Domesticated Species 

(a) Poultry: Almost everywhere a small non—descript hen of 

unknown parentage is found in the villages, Production of eggs is very 
low, not over 50 annually. New Hampshire Reds, Barred Plymouth Rocks 
and White Leghorns have been introduced from the United States and are 
doing well, The New Hampshire Reds seem to do slightly the best - 
better than 200 egg production. Progeny of these ere being widely 
_ distributed. Feed concentrates will be a limiting factor until they 
can be produced locally. 


Turkeys 


Shs 


Turkeys have been introduced and are doing remarkebly well though 
there appears to be little interest in them as yet except among the 
white population. 

- Ducks of the muscovy type and other breeds seem to do well and are 
found in widely separated areas, Wild ducks of the snaller ‘species are 
seen osvasionaliy,., 

Tae Guinea hen is fechaentiy seen. 

Geese a not been imported so far as I knowémtin Sierra Leone 
li§ aw a fine flock of China Geese. 


i 
“a 


(b) Sheep: Only the small "native" sheep, mostly black with | 
on markings occur in Liberia where they are widely distributed. 

(c) Goats: Small goats of the short haired type of all color 
are generally distributed, None are milked for human use far as I 
know. 

(d) Swinezs A small long nosed "native" hog is seen in every 
.village. None of them would duced more than 80 1bes when mature. 
‘Chester, Berkshire and Purde:Jendey. breeds have been introduced and are 
doing faifly will in several locations. Some cross pacuaine of tne 
native hog with our large breeds is being carried out. Too soon now to 
judge results. 

(e) Cattle: ‘Small "native" cattle’ of the beef type of unknown 
origin are raised in meny sections of Liberie. They are Selena of 
Tene cater (creamy tan) or black. They will ordinsrily dress 300-350 lbs. 
None of them give more milk than needed to suckle the eiaee for a few | 


weeks 


. weeks. There are ‘no dairy breeds in Liberia and cows milk ie unknown in 
the ‘diet, Bulls of Seumereeel tiesds have road Adicodacea at Suakoko 
(Brown Swiss end Brahma) ‘and Angusa Booker vasinetan Institute, The 

further development of beef with perhaps the. introduction of dairy breeds > 
must await the anvelcument of adequate pasture, the production of forage, 
and concentrates for supplements feeding. This problem conytitues en 
important task for the agronomist, animal 2 husbendand bing agricultural. 
ciel fotntly. ee re 

| 1. , Hebive dimale Used for Food by Native Liberians: Almost 
every aninal ietee enough to furnish meat is eagerly sought and eaten. 

‘of svecial importance are the antelope, ine Waker deer, monkey, "bush" hog, 

_ "bush" cow or African buffalo, ground hog, Leopard and elephant. Other | 

animals such as squirrel, guinea pig, rabbit, “bush” cat ie turtles, 

’ snak ces and the pismy hippopotamus are also used for food... | 


Itt. Fish Common Ly Taken in the Coastal and Inland Waters of Liberia. : 





Cavalla, grouper, barracuda, meckez rel, Snapper’, bonie, butternose, 

"salmon" fish, king fish, pike, catfish and more rarely shark, sail fish 

and tarpon. There is ‘i daily rush for‘ fish when the canoes come to a 
whars’. eens oyste:s, mussels and other smal} bivalves. are ee in 

season} The crustacaans are choice food; crayfish (african topstaty.” 
shrimp, and crabs are evailable in season but only in Limited quantities. 

| Transportation: There are no paved voads in Liberia except for @ six 
mile stretch from Monrovia to the Ste Paul River past the Fre-port. This 
was wail by ee Navy during ie assteuction-ch Ge Gent. The present 


. roads 


Ane 


roads built almost exclusively of laterite are not kept in good condition. 
During the rainy season they are frequently impassable for passenger cars — 
and even jeeps. Bridges and Suveecte ss still temporary in meny places. 
It is this lack of adeyuate transportation waich is noldine back the 
development of the hinterland - thus necessitating the use of headloading 
as the principal means of transport. Until all season surface roads are 
built the development of export crops (cocoa, coffee, palm kernels, 
bananas, etc.) will be seriously heandicapyed. The Economic Mission 

finds that headloading costs 40 cents per ton mile. To meet combtition 
“with the western world automotive transport must be ased and this 

depends upon good roeds. A plan for such road development has been made 
and submitted as th basis for a loan from the Import-Export Bank. 

It should have first priority in my estination. 

Marketing: The tare ane activities of harvesting, greding, processing, 
packing and shipping of Liberian agricultural products heve yet to be 
developed on any adequate basis. The Department of Agriculture and 
Commerce with the eid of the Economic Mission and Mr. McRae are making. 

a start along these lines but much more technical aid is needed, along 
with trained personnel to supervise the fiela PLOETEM« The implemen- 
tation of this assisence must be absolutely free of political and 
commercial interference. 

‘Research and Experimentation: I have yet to fully evaluate this program 
which is so patently needed. However, it seems certsin that the work 
which hes been done by the Economic Mission ia introducing and planting 


improved. 


~1l4- 


improved varieties of oil palms, citrus, bananas, etc., must be given the 
fullest protection, gach ean Gua ha afforded with certainty through 
factual Imowledge gained by reseurch and experimentation. of 

eaten need ais an entomologist, a plant peihologist and an ‘agri-~ 
cultural engineer, tie latter to develop the mechanics of cocoa and palm 
oil processing. The insect and plant disease problem is of the greatest 
importance. These three persons with modest ecuipment could start work 
imnediately in cuarters available for development at Camp Johnson. 

The development of a Central Experiment Station with buildings, 
equipment and other facilities is etill to be fully worked out. A 
‘tentative station building plan is attached hereto estimated to cost 
$100,0°0. More adequate studies are necessary at Kakate end Suekoko 
during the dry season in order to determine the best location. 

A series of eubcetattons seem necessary. Tentatively, it appears 
that coca field studies snoudlbbe carried on at Boneke (Eastern Pro- 
vince). Coffee and other tropical fruits at Kaketa, paddy rice at 
Gebebin swemp between Ganta and Sanokwelle, bananas at Cape Mount, 
oil palms at Bessa, animal husbendry at Suakoko and uplend rice at 
Zorzor. Further studies sre necessary to establish the practicability 
of these locations. | 
Extension: A truly incredible job has been done by Pinder and Fort 
in collecting, producing end distributing seeds, seedlings and other 
propagative material to the native farms throughout the country. This 


has 


See 


has been accomplished through "sweat, toil and tears", Unless this effort 
is fully protected and the results realized through a greater economic 
security for ihe country, the agricultural program of the United States 
Economie Mission will be a dismal failure. Greatly neede. are young men 
thoroughly trained % do the necessary follwo-up work in the "bush" with 
these crops. Six promising young men are now being trained in the 
United States end two in Nigeria. If these return, prove efficient and 
are adequately financed good results should be realized inthe production 
phase at least. 

Davis, at Univerlsty of California, on way to Liberia now 

Dagadu, a Sophomore iat Mishigan State : 


{ 


Massaquoi, a Sophomre a Iowa State 

Baker, e@ junior at Bouth Cardhine A&M 

Phillips, a senior at Tuskegee 

Falla, at Florida A&M 

Miss Simpson, at Hampton Institute, for training in Poultry 

work. 
Kini Frecman and Rufus Porte ere now receiving training in 
produce inspection at Nigerian Department of Agriculture. 

Education; Formal education is in the embryonic stage. In the past 
the Missions have done the most. The Government is now engaged in a 
literacy program which should be very helpful. Agricultural education 
is getting a start qt Booker Washington Institute, Kakata, and at 
Cuttington College, Suakoko, An effort is underway to develop LAbetia 


College 


sels 


College into something m re than a en under the leadership of Dr. Mex - 
Bond. President Tubman has officially suggested developing it into a 
University of Liberia with nosbibly an agricultural college attached. 
(presumably Booker Washington Institute), The plan seems logical. but 
peset with many difficulthes. The need is great for training the native 
population in sll branches of inouteaze in order that they ay. eed 


operate an efficient local ana national Government. 


AODRESS OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO 
THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 25, D.C. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 





. ai February 16, 1951 
In reply refer to 
AF 


My dear Mr. Barnett: 


This is in reply to your letter of February 10, addressed to 
Mr. Oscar Meier. 


Mr. Meier has left on a trip tc Liberia end North Africa and 
expects to be gone for about eight weeks. 


Since Mr. Meier did not mention a report which he wanted sent 
to you, I do not know what report you have in mind. However, if 
you can give me eny additional information on the report, and if 
there is a copy of it available, I will be glad to send it to you. 


In regard to your request for a list of all the personnel 
who will be used in the program, I regret to say that we do not 
have a complete and detailed list as yet. We are planning to use 
about seventy people, but this will depend on the Liberian Govern- 
ment's approvel, and our ability to recruit qualified people. As 
soon as final decisions are reached between the Liberian Government 
and our Government on the individual projects to be undertaken, we 
will advise you. 


Sincerely yours, 


ea 


E. H. Bourgerie 
Director 
Office of African Affairs 


Mr. Claude A. Barnett, Director, 
The Associated Negro Press, Incorporated, 
3531 South Parkwey, 
Chicago 15, Illinois. 
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February 17, 1951 


Dy, Clayton R. Orton, 
Room 2233, 

New State Building, 
Washington, D. ¢, 


Dear Dr. Ortons 

I have been hoping to reecive the copy of you re- 
port made after your return fron Liberia. You did 
not get to give it to me before I left Washington, es 
you suggested. 

Mey we have a list of the posts you are filling in 
Liberia? Hay we heve some Little information about the 
people you have selected, thoir backgrounds snd pree 
vious service? 


I will be appreciative. 
Very truly yours, 


Claude A, Barnett. 


SYMBOLS 


DL=Day Letter 
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CLASS OF SERVICE 
This is a full-tate 
Telegram or Cable- 

gram unless its de- / 
ferred character is in- 
slered by a suitable 
ymbol above or pre- 


piace the address. 
w. P, MARSHALL, PRESIDENT 


NL=Nighte Letter 





LT=Ine'l Lecter Telegrara 


VLT=Ine’l Victory Ler. 


and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of reccipt is STAN. DARD TIME at point of destination 























The filing time shown in the daee line on telegrams 
reCT A973, te ‘ 
CT.CDVI4E 34 PD INTL=CD MONROVIA VIA RCA 23 Sane? PID 32 


eLT CLAUDE A BARNETT= - ws 
:3507 SOUTH PARKWAY CHGO! si 


PATTERSON ARRIVING NEWYORK FEBRUARY reeaTpountn AND 
ATT END BOOKER WASHINGTON BOARD M EETING FEBRUARY 2éTH 
a HOPE YOU ARE PRESENT AS. CRUCIALLY: IMPORT ANT MATTERS 
"UNDER DISCUSS 1ON= 

c REED: HI Lbaw 


~ 


cts 


THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 
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A STATEMENT 


- by the President. 


Since. the. incipiency of this Nation, first asa 
Colony al later as an Independent State, relationships 
hetwecn the United States of America oe her have been 
: conitels: As a matter of fact and history, the founding 
of the Republic of Liberia was sponsored by sone of the 
most eminent of American .statesmen and citizens; men . 
such as sais pisheed daelfigtons Henry Clay, Judge Sion 
Greenleaf and’ scores of others, 

after one hundred and twenty-eizht years of the 
establishment of this Hepublic on these western shores 
of the African Homeland as a Colony by the Pioneers, 
with the moral sponsorship and_ benevolent assistance of 
the United States Governnent and some of her citizens; 
and after one hundred and three years of the signing and 
promulgation of the Declaration of Independence, declar- 


ng her evolved from colonial status into statehood, con- 


}- 


Susee spiritual and material evidence or the vrow.ng in- 
vehaity of friendly intercourse, cooperation and assist-_ 
ance between our Great Best Friend of the Western Heni- 
spheres the United States of ies oe and our Republic 


has become manifest by the signing in Vashington, D. G. 


of an Agreement of Assistance and Cooperation by the 


-Plenipotentiaries of the’ two Nations on the 22nd day of 


December A, UD. 1950. 


t 
tb 
t 


In pursuance ‘of the temas and conditions of this 


Agreenent, 


a Joint Comaiss sion of Americans and Liberians 


as authorized therein has fits isi been duly constituted 


in the Parlours of the Executive Mansion, whose func- 


tions shall be as follows: 


a) 


b) 


ce). 


‘tion of the Cooperation and Financial 


To carry out the aims and purposes 
of the General Agreenent and Menor 
dum of Understanding; 


an- 


To serve as a ready means for con- 
sultation between the two Governnents 
in comection with the Technical 
Cooperation Program without having to 
resort initially to toni} diplointic 
exchange}; 


To serve as a means of securing 


effective coordination and intezra- 


Programs. 


In order to carry out these functions effective- 


ly, the Comaission is to: 


a) 


b) 


Conduct a continuing examination of Liberia's 
resources and potentialities and after: de~ 
termining them advise the United States and 
Liberian Governments on how foreign know+ 
ledge and skills can best be utilized in exe- 
cuting the Development Program. . This service 
is to include the detemmination of the number, 
nature and extent of skilled personnel to be 
recruited annually under the General Agree= 
Henk and Menorandun | of Understanding . 


To recommend policies to the two Governments . 


which would promote equitable foreign and — 


domestic. investment . in’ Liberia. 


To the ends enumerated above, ‘the Cotimission 


is to make periodic examinations of the prog- 


ress of the Development EAE and detemine™ 





“3 . 


continuing requirements of technical and ¢ 
_ financial assistance, and prepare reports and 
recomendations for these purposes including 
- the drafting of Prog ‘ral and detailed project- 
agreements. 
All Henbers of the Comission beste officials 
of their respective Governments shall not re-- 
_ ceive additional compensation. 
The life of the Commission will. be five 
years, but my he. extended beyond this 
_ period or terminated before the expiration _ 
of the five years by cither of the parties, 
undex the terms of the General kgreement and 
~ Memoranduia of Understanding. 

- Besides the above, a Line of Uredit of Five Million 
Dollars | has been negotiated and set up Between and by 
the Governaent of Liberia and the Export-Import Bank of 
America for the construction of roads in Liberia, There 
are presently in the country engineers of Malcolm Pirnie 
‘Company, making a survey for the construction of a Water 
and Sewage Disposal System for the Capital City of Monrovia 
and Hydroelectric Power. Pure water is important to the | 
health of the people of any country and will solve one of 
the most perplexing and serious problems that have con~" 
fronted this Nation for over a century. 

An Agreement for a United States Military Mission 
_ for training the Liberian Ifilitia and Frontier Force for 
the benefit of internal security has been negotiated and 
signed. It is obvious that. in any development program, 


there must be the ability to ensure internal protection 


and defense. 


“ ae 

By the execution of this Five Year Plan for one | 
econoitic develoseent of the ltepublic of Liberia, it, is 
ny considered opinion and belief that the expansion of 
our pete will be sped up in advance by approximately 
twenty-five years. | | | 

oo It is ‘therefore the detennaination of the Governnent 

of Liberia to Wawasttate and give practical effect to 
the Program ao effectively and rapidly as possible; and : = 
I aiok for the eengeriion of all the people of Liberia 
in this great and “eventful undertakinz,, de sired and sought 
for by ‘the Fathers and Mothers of this antes through 
the: years gone by, but seeing eit in our time. | 

These are only the Peete: of development prolects 
that are 6. follow as envisaged by the Five Year | Plany: 
"such as education, ‘apriculture aml public health and os 
tation. a 

For the financing of these, the Government of the 
United States. under prsausent Prmaaite Point IV me con 
t pimite considerably to these projects and she: Govern= 
ment of Liberia will ‘set aside 2066 of its annual income. - 


MAY GOD BLESS THESE EFFORTS: AND ATTEND’ THM 
WITH ABUNDANT ‘SUCCESS. ° 


/s/ Willian V, 3, Tubman 


The lxecutive Mansion - 
28 February 195. 


3531 SOUT PARKWAY 


CHICAGO 15, Ill. 


March 2, 1951 


Dre Se Reed Hill, 

ATC Point 4, 

C/o Americen Embassy, 
Mont ovie, Liberia, We Ap 


Dear Friend Hills 


Your wireless received though I was in Washington then 
it arvived, I attended the BY mecting and so far as that 
body is concemed it is prepared to go all the way in malges 
ing it possible for Liberia end its agriculture department 
to cogperate fully at BUl. 


Dr, Patterson made a most avle presentation and arcas 
which I thought might have proven most caiservative in even 
thinking about transferring control, were willing for the 
gradual transition which will take place. My om reserva= 
tions were overcome after I saw what you and Helier were 
faced with and understood Pinder's thorough agrecnente 


By the timc you get this lotter principal Viyrn will have 
returned and reported. The attitude of the boerd gives full 
freedom to the vhole idea of cooperation with John Cooper 
and I feel that he will adjust his ideas effectively. Ambas~ 
sador Dudley was at the meeting and gave good supports 


Bony people have asked us just that the vhole roster of 
positions to be filled in Liboria ares I do not know but foel 
it might help recruiting if ve published the list. 


I trust you ave finding Liberia to your }iking. I'm sure 
34 will grow on you. I am equally certain that you have never 
hec placed before you m opportunity to be of greater service 
then your present assignment will give yous . 


Give Oscar and Frank my best regardse 


Sincerely, 


aioe: 


5 


3531 SOITH PARKWAY 


arch 5, 1951 


My, Lamar E, Fort, 
U. 5, Economio Mission, 
Monrovia, Liberia, W. A. 


Dear Mx, Fort: 


It was good to hear from you and to receive the story 
regetding Mrse Forte I have sent the photo to the Couricr 
md the story also. In the meantime we are doing a story to 
be distributed through our services 


The photo did not appear clear enough to go to the ex- 
pense of making a cut and 50 mats so we sro letting the 
Cowdier make whet it can of it, If by any chance they do 
not use it I will give it t The Defender when they return 
ite 


Glad to know you are setting along well, Hrs, Fort 
has set a good example, Rexember me to your son and to all 
fvieuds including your neighbors, the Duncans and Georgese 


Sincerely, 


Clevie A, Barnette 


| THE FOREIGN SERVICE 
ne /- > OF THE — 7 
"’ UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 





ad 


$e ss > Monrovia, liberia, March 22, 1951. 


ee conte AL Barnett, a 
_ 3531 South Pele Siti, ~ 2 a 
_. Chicago ae ‘Ttinois, 


_ Dear Claude: C7 | 
I am ed that you were able to atcha the Be Wele 3 nesting in 
New York, I know that Dr. Patterson must have made an able DES CNRALEOH, 


but I also feel sure that he found in you a valuable’ allye 


a only had a Yow minutes ith Wynn in Monrovia during a staff ere 23 
. being held in the Embassy. Consequently, I do not have any of the side- 


lights of the New York meeting. ' I gathered from him that a satisfactory 


solution to all parties can be worked out when Mr. Robinson comes to _ 
Monrovia empowered to make final arrangements with Iiberian voncronent 
_ officials, Wg : 


I suppose Dr. Spa rreeset diceuseed with you the possible velstionshin. 


' between thé Agricultural School at Kakata and the newly~formed University Cee 


of. liberia, This matter is being delayed principally because of more » 
‘pressing progren Sone doraticras : ; i 


The Joint Liberian-United States aanatediou for Economic Development 
was launched by President Tubman by a radio address on February 28, 1951. 
Attached is a copy of this message. Although you may already have it, _ 
- ib°’is such an excellent policy Seaucieny that I want to be sure jae have 
Lt. ar 8 : . 


The membership ‘of the Commission follows: 


Liberians ie, Fey mais ‘Anericans 
| William E. Dennis ee Get - Ge Reed Hill 
Secretary of the ‘Treasury ° ar _. Technical Cooperation 


; and Chairman a pin, es me ee paneer 


Sy Raymond Horace be ie a 
Solicitor General (aiverhate: oe 

' for Attorney General C. sais A 

| Cassell) » . 


Ellen Me eh doe 
- Assistant Secretary of 
. Public Instruction ° 


fa ae 


Thomas E, Buchanan a 2 A “James. H. Rives . : 


Acting Secretary of Public: - ae Public Works Adviser 
Works and Utilities ee 8 i. = ie 
John W, Cooper ' ee? . + ae Prank HK. Pinder 


Secretary of Agriculture - ee Agricultural Adviser 
arid Commerce f os : 


Charles D, Sherman - 
Economic Adviser | 


Joseph N, Togba Soe ke oy ~. 4° Hildrus a. Poindexter 
Director of Public Health > ‘Adviser to the Bureau of 
and Sanitation . aS Pubiic Health and Sanitation 


/EX OFFICIO MEMBER: W, Garland Richardson 
The Officer in Charge of 
‘the American Embassy 


I am highly pleased at the mannér in which the Commission is taking 
hold of their heavy responsibilities, There is application and a give and 
. take in negotiations which augurs well for its. performance, The only 
_ thing that has me concerned is asking a great deal from a few people who 
are now carrying heavy responsibilities, 


The Commission is now concentrating upon drawing up work projects. 
These projects define a definite job to'be done as a part of the Five 
Year Development Plan. Each project defines the contribution of each 
Goverment in’dollars specifying the contributions of personnel expenses 
and equipment, These contributions are stated in measurable terms. 


These work projects have two ima jor’ objectives: (1) defining the 
cooperation between the two Governments, and (2). facilitating the inspection 
of work performance by the Cormission. i eae ss 


Mrs. Hill and I have found liberia quite similar to Haiti, Idberia is 
not as well developed as Haiti but has more potentiality for economic. © 
' development simply because it has nore room to frow. 


3 It has been a pleasure for me to know and.work with Frank Pinder. His: 
‘experience in the intricacies of the local situation is proving invaluable. 
In return, I sense that Frank is quite happy in such ventures as installing a 

work project system. 


= ; 


I assume that Raymond Weir has told you that he now has an appoint- 
ment as Collaborator in the Office of the Secretary of Agriculture to 
facilitate his orientation prior to coming to Monrovia as my Executive 
Officer. If Ray were here now, it would be most helpful. 


Again thanking you for your assistance in New York, I am 


. Your friend, — 


AP 7 Ge ix 
fs Me eee gs 


Reed 


Enclosure: 


A Statement by the 
President of Liberia 


March 31, 1951 


Dr. Ce Reed Hill 

Technical Cooperation Officer 

Liberian-U.S. Commission for Eoonomie Devalopment 
Monrovia, Liberia 


Dear Reed: 


So far as I know there hed not been a definite statement by 
President Tubman, nor the nsmes of the canmission which is to 
carry out Point 4, in papers on this sides I am glad thet you 
sent it along and we heve made use of ite 


There will be no serious trouble in givin assurance to the 
Liberian Government that more and more control of BYI will be 
vested in them so that whatever investment they msy wish to 
make st Kokeata to further the work of reseerch, investigation 
or any other phase of the Point 4 program, will be spent at an 
institution which they will eventually ba responsible for. 
That wos the substance of the opinion and action at tho New 
York meetings Mr. Robinson will, of course, implement it eny 
way he deems wise, but I am confident thst is his sentiment. 


Then you asked me about the compsrison between Eaiti and Liboria, 
I told you the latter was not nearly so well developed and ne- 
cessarily could not have the polish end finish which certain 
classes in Haiti have, but there are genuine possibilities there. 
I hope Mrse Hill has hed an opportunity find a few people who 

are not in the cocktail set but interested rather in stebler 
thingse I don*t know precisely who they would ba but I think 

she might telk with Mrs. Duncen end Mrs. George and probe their 
thinking. 


Ray has been applying himself dowm at 2223 I understand. I an 
sure it will be helpful after he arrivese I expect to see him 
next week when I go dowme Glad Frank Pinder is enjoying his 
new worke I was certain you would find him most effective and 
useful. 


I*ll be looking forward to a long talk with you when you return. 
I will want to have sll ef your reactions. I hope my suggestions 
and impressions which I passed along were of some use. I did not 
of course set them up ss infallible. Bast wishes. 


Sincerely, 
TOE ASSOCIATED NEGRO PRESS 


CZaude Ae 


fo Well Hts. Lart aud F Rave. | 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 





Monrovia, Liberia, April 17, 1951. 


Mr. Claude A. Barnett, 
3507 South Parkway, 
Chicago, Dllinoise 


Dear Mr. Barnett: 


Your letter of February 17 finally reached me and I found that 
I had only one copy of my report at hand, so there has been some 
delay in getting it copied due to the rush with budgets, etc. 


We are attempting to fill the following posts in Liberia: plant 
pathologist, entomologist, forester, animal husbandryman, agricultural 
engineer, fish biologist, agronomist and soils technician, plant 
breeder, agriculture credit. specialist, three plant production 
specialists (County Agent) and an extension vocational agricultural 
specialist. To date, there have been none selected = FBI clearance 
expected on one or two by June l, or possibly a little earlier. All 
of the candidates have had good training and experience and we are 
expecting a minimum of casualties in FBI and on duty here. There are 
several negroes among the candidates, 


Mr. Robinson is expected to arrive in Monzovia this week and we 
hope to come to a decision on location of the laboratory soon, 


Very sincerely, 


Chit 


Clayton R. Orton 
Director of Research & Extension 


Enclosure: 


Report dtd 12/5/50 


May 1, 1951 


Mre Ce Reed Hill 
Chief, TCA Program 
American Embassy 
Monrovia, Liberia 


Dear Ce. Reeds 


Inclosed are a clipping or two to indicate how the 
institution of TCA work in Liberia is being presented 
to paperse 


I was in Washington last week but just for a day to 
confer with the Secretarye Dre Patterson and I went 
up from Tuskegee together where Congressman Dawson hed 
delivered the annual Foumder's Day address the Sundsy 
before. It was'his first visit and he delivered a fine 
talks 


My brief st-y kept me from hearing anything about Point 
4. I phoned Ray Weir but missed him. 


I trust all goes well with youe Please remember me to 
Frank Finder and Dr. Orton. 


Sincerely, 
THE ASSOCIATED NEGRO FRESS 


Claude A. Barnett 
ghr 


May 5, 1952 


Dear Dre Orton 


Thanks for the report which you sente I know how 
busy you have beene It is an excellent resumee I 
was telling Bill Reed the other day what an excellent 
somment you made on his worke 


Since you seem to be having trouble getting adequate 
people, we are doing a little story and listing some 
of the positicns you mentioned, sussesting that they 
write the State +epartment or OFAR for informatione 


Bost wishes to you, to Ce Reed Hill and all of our 
friendse : : 


Sincerely, 
THE ASSOCIATED NEGRO PRESS 


Claude Ae Barnett 


Dre Clayton Re Orton 

Director, Research and Extension 
Foreign Service of the UeSe 
Monrovia, Liberia 


THE FOREIGN SERVICE 
OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 





Monrovia, Liberia, May 7, 1951. 


Mr, Claude A. Barnett, 
3531 South Parkway, 
Chicago, Illinois. 


Dear Claude: 


It pleases me that you were able to use the information on the 
establishment of the Joint Commission. The Commission is operating 
smoothly. The meeting of May 4 dealt with a thorny problem in a 
pleasant attitude of mutual helpfulness. There is give-and-take about 
its discussions and decisions that augur well for the program. 


After one conversation with Mr. Robinson regarding Booker 
Washington Institute, I do not find him well prepared for the delicate 
negotiations he has to conduct here. This may prove unfortunate but 
possibly he is by now procuring the information he needs from New York 
by mail. 


I found Liberia an extremely interesting country and one that needs 
a great deal of assistance. I have an initial impression of a sprint 
to. catch up. 


Believe me, the impressions you gave me were accurate and most 
helpful. There is also that intangible something of steady support on 
an admittedly difficult assignment. 


You should get in touch with Mary Mills who returned to the States 
by boat Saturday. Probably you met her but she is a nurse with Public 
Health. She has done a marvelous job here. Claude, she is a feature 
story if I ever saw one and she has some pictures. Mary is one of the 
grandest persons I have ever met. She is tired after the strenuous 
years here and is getting a"refill" for a year by taking some advance 
work at probably Colwabia University.I hope she decides to come back to 
Liberia then. 


Mrs. Hill and I are finding people here who are not interested 
merely in drinking and eating. We have had an opportunity only to talk 
casually with Mrs. Duncan but have found Mrs, George quite charming. 


We just 


rn 


We just got travel authorization for Frank, He will leave here in 


| approximately one month to take advantage of his training award and some 


well-earned rest. I do not need to tell you that Frank is another 
feature story. 


I hope you find time in your busy schedule to write me again. 
Best regards. 


Sincerely, 











aan - Ou er 
% 
A. A. ALEXANDER, C, E. : PHONE 4.2889 : M. A. REPASS, C. E. a 


ALEXANDER & REPASS 
General Contractors 
309 Securities Building 
. DES MOINES 9, IOWA 





Washington, D.C. 5/28 '51/ 


Dear Claude: 
It was very fine of you to write me concerning the Arti- 
bonite. You like me feel that I have presented myself there, they know me and the work 
I have been doing and now I am willing to leave it in the lap of the Gods, I be-- 
leive your” approach better than Ikes altho I sincerely appreciate what he is trying 
to do. I have been requested by my many friends to go down there at this time bub 
I feel that my proposition has been presented intelligently, they know of me and 
I would only cheapen myself to hang around and beg for a job, I think you will agree 
with me on that score. 

I have been called into consultation with the head of 
Public Works of Liberia concerning projects there. Mr. Duncan and ur. Sherman. They 
‘both know you and I told them the things we work together in. 

Thanks Claude for your interest and when you are this way 
give me a call. 
With love to you and Stta etcet@ra, I am 


Sincerely. 


Cn-L_p 


Arch 


a 

: 

Juno 15, 1951 a 

Die C. Reed Hill, ; ' 

Sochnsoad Cooperation Officer, a: 
Liba: LaneJ.5, Comission fox Ueonomdie Development, = 

iourovia, iia Ww, As = ; 


Doax Rocds r 


It was good to have your lotter ani to know that things 
avo beginning to happen, It telcos a lmg time for the FBI — 
to cloar people, A number of ascnts have called on mo sbout 
vavious people, It takes fi'on thxtee to seven months for thon 
to clea peoples 


I spent last weck in iacicington. Sew Ray who has now 
been cleared end wip is having his dental work finished,s Ue 
hopes to get away the end of ‘tae non the aa, 


Nad a splendid talk witii itt. Stanley Andrews ani wes - 
rch impressed by his attitudo and approach. Saw Major Hills - 
and think I have a story coring clong for her in Look co 

ZinGe they wrote today that % hoy were interested, 


Yell me, is it true that li, Dunaway is inter ested in a 
Point 4’assigiment, and thet ho plans to apply for one? 


-Tiad’s nise. visit with Dre Poindexter tho seems happy; and 
Ye - . - . eo <7 \ 


- 7 


_ & 


t — not Hea on oppor tjmity to see Mr, Robinson nor 
have I heard vhet his report io to bee I was in New York tro 
VLC BLO, 1006, over Decoration Day but that was no tind, to 

sos mly ones Somehow I have a inmech that the governmart tant s 
‘to tals 9 over not later but now in order to get its “anise ee EY 
syston” goings 


Best wishes to you and icsind regards to Urs, Hill, 
. toe ~ on ee = Sincerely, \ o 


Glauie A. Barnett =| 
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June 13, 1951 


Dre Ce Reed Hill, - 

Technical Cooperation Officer, 
Liberian .5, Commission for Economic Developmamt, 
Monrovia, Liberia, We Ae iat 


Dear Dy. Hills 
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ADDRESS OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO 


Tecimical Cooperation Administration, 
Monrovia, Liberia, July 20, 1951. 


Mr. Claude A. Barnett, 
Director, Associated Negro Press, 
3531 South Parkway, 
Chicago 15, Dllinois. 


Dear Claude: 


I showed your, letter of June 13 to a young fellow called Ray Weir, Ray 
wanted me to pass on his regards to you. 


They arrived here the night of July 6. Hazel and I met them at Roberts 
Field. They had a fresh impression of the horrible accident we had here the 
week before. So they were disturbed, after a smooth passage, that they had 
to circle Roberts Field for a half hour before they could land. We tucked 
them away in the Mesurado Hotel over the week-end to recuperate from the 
tripe 


Ray is having the time of his life, I am delighted that he is here and 
he already has relieved me a great deal, In working closely with him, I have 
a verification of my initial judgment of a hard worker, a emeoun operator, 
and keen judge of people, 


To give you an indication of the drag on this program caused by FBI in~ 
vestigations, the first permanent member of our staff arrived this week -~ 
Mr. Te S, Buchanan, Plant Pathologist. They should be arriving now in rapid 
order, The housing situation here in Monrovia is still a touch and go 
proposition but I think, with Ray's assistance, that we will make the grade. 
The Liberian Government is going all out in its cooperation, 


. Mr. and Mrs, John Dinaiey were our dinner guests last night, They are 
leaving by boat next week, -I told him of your interest and he confirmed that 
he has applied for a Point IV assignment possibly in Tripoli, However, I 


doubt 


doubt that he wants any publicity on this right now as he has not been 
employed. His employment will probably be delayed several months because 
he desires a vacation and because his FBI investigation will take that 
long. 


I have not had adequate time to work with the Public Health people here 
on their program. It is quite obvious that the program must operate in the | 
country and not be limited to Monrovia on tar eeny, the curative rather than 
preventive approach. 


We have here an Educational Consultant, Dr. E, Boyd Graves, sent by the 
Office of Education, He will be here only a few months but I am king J him 
to appraise the work of BWI, Personally, I am not in sympathy wi Ons core 
cept of a university, The original concept, as I understand it, of Booker T, 
Washington himself should be actually put into effect in BWI in Liberia, 
Anything less than that is not satisfactory in my opinion. 


You should follow with interest the agreement now being formulated 
between R, G, LeTourneau and the Liberian Yovernment. Le T eau arrives 
here on July 24 and will return to the States on July 31, “uring this time, 
there will probably be an agreement in principle. As Mr. LeTourneau does 
a good deal of traveling in the United States, you would be able to con= 
veniently interview him by asking Normn Galyon, Administrative Assistant,\ 
his itinerary upon his return to the United States the first ae of Auguste 


Good luck, RES 
jase yours, 


G, a “ee iva AE os: rece ’ 
. Racer eee | Cada Q 


November 28, 1951 


Dr. C. Reed Hill, Administrator 
Technical Cooperation Administration 
c/o U. S. Enbassy 

Monrovia, Liberia 


Dear Reed Hill: 


I hope all things are moving well with and for 
you and Mrs. Hill. Here considerable confusion 
persists but it seems to be all man made and doubtless 
will pass over as all human efforts do. I don't under- 
stand what the big boys of wealth and power, who own 
the newspapers and radios are up to, but it seems poor 
business to me. 


There is something which I need and which I hope 
you can supoly. 


I want some samples of woods growing in Liberia. 
I'd like a piece of cottonwood about 10 lbs. 


Then I want about 5 lbs each of a number of hard 
woods which grow plentifully in Liberia. Some four or 
five common trees which your forester feels are there 
in some abundance. 


I would like to have these shipped to me in care 
of ¥. R. Keating & Company, 90 Broad Street, New York 
, N.Y. 


They could be boxed or sacked and marked "Samples - 
No Commercial Value", and shipped via Farrell Lines, 


Dr. C. Reed Hill -2= November 28, 1951 


I understand since they will be coming through 
a regular freight forwarder, WW. R. Keating & Company, 
that they may be shipped charges collect. 


In any event I will pay all charges for crating 
services or whatever charges arise. 


Can you do this for me? I will be most grateful. 


I am in New York for a few days, returning to 
Chicago tomorrow. 


Regards to Ray Weir and all friends. 


Sincerely, 


NN 


ya ev ve 


March 26,'°1952 


Hon. Edward R. Dudley, 
U. S. Ambassador to Liberia, 
Monrovia, Liberia, W. A. * 


Dear Friend: 


It has been my intention to write you ever since 
my return from Liberia and to thank you for your and 
Mrs. Dudley's interest in the welfare of Mrs. Barnett 
and myself while we were at the inauguration. 


You perhaps can imagine, however, that extending 
my trip to Europe kept me away much longer than I in= 
tended, The passing of Mr. Pierson added to the time 
I was forced to be away and I have bean engulfed with 
work ever since my return. 


This letter comes, howevey because of rumors 
around Washington which thus far seem to have pene= 
trated only inside circles. 


The word as I get it is that you’ are planning to 
resign as of May 1. You told me you were thinking 
generally in those terms but I hoped it was not true. 
If it is not so, fine. You have done a superior job 
there. If it is so, then I hope you will give us the 


_ benefit of the knowledge. We have enough surety to 


Say so now but I would not wish to do so without your 
sanction. 


: If you are taking leave it seems to me most im= 
portant that colored people be alerted so that they 
might strive to keep that spot open. If it becomes a 
career post it will be lost as an opportunity for a 
colored man. I can tell you that the State Department 
has been, or I hear it has been, quite nasty in its 
insistence on not sending a Negro to Haiti. 


Hon. Edward R. Dudley.....2 3/25/52 


The stepping up of Point-4 means that L&beria will be 
even more important. No head of TCA work there could com= 
pensate for the loss of the Ambassadorship. They are not 
being too careful in their assaying people for the farmer 
job either. 


I'll be glad, therefore, if you can let us know by 
return mail just what your plans are. Perhaps we can alert 
interested parties to seek a capable person. I have no sug= 
gestion nor any interest other than that he be the best 
available. 


Things are pretty confused politically. The newspap= 
ers and radio and the conservatively dominated Congress have 
combined to make the administration look terribly bad. No 
one including Bill Dawson seems to know whether Mr. Truman 
will run. Despite all his detractors, if he does run I be= 
lieve he will win and I am not at all certain that if he 
does not, whoever he gives his blessing to, can win. 


I hope your reply will be that you plan to stay right 
there but folk in ‘iashington, New York and Cleveland, seem 
to think differently. Anyway you have my best wishes and 
I'll be hoping to hear from you. 


Mrs. Barnett would wish to be remembered to Irs. Dud= 
ley and yourself but I am just back after trips to Washing= 
ton, lew York, Tusmegee and Durham, so she is not aware I 
am writinge She is busy preparing for the wedding of our 
youngest daughter at the University of Chicago Chapel next 
Monday so you know she is as busy as a humming bird. 


Best wishes, 


Sincerely, 


Claude A. Barnett 


April 1, 1952 


In reply refer to 
TCA 


Dear Claude: 


I quite agree with your observation that it would be a mistake 
to make haste too fast in selecting a Country Director for liberia. 
When I indicated to you that someone of the stature of the president 
of a land grant college was desired for this position, I didn't mean 
to convey the impression that this would be the only criterion that 
would govern his selection. 


My remark was intended only to convey the impression that the 
type of man we wish to recruit be of the calibre and stature and 
have the administrative experience that one usually thinks of in 
connection with the president of a good educational institution. 
Dr. Patterson, I feel, is typical of the kind of man I have in mind. 


In a letter just received, however, Dr. Patterson iniicated 
that he now realizes that he cannot break away from his present ob- 
ligations, even in a few months. 1 am sorry that this was his 
final decision. 


I am afraid that I overlooked ny promise to send you a copy 
of the Liberian forestry report. I am now asking that a copy of this 
report be forwarded to you without delay. Bi Yaa 


Sincerely yours, 





ae 
Oscar W,. Meier 

Director, Afriean Operations 
Technical Cooperation Administration 


Mr. Claude A. Barnett, 
Director , 
The Associated Negro Press, 
3531 South Parkway, 
Chicago 15, Illinois. 


POINT 4 FIEID PROJECTS IN OPERATION 


(A summary of the "Status of Point 4 Operations," 
Only those projects with personnel in the field are included.) 


—__.—...-_As_of February 29, 1952 





_ Country and Persennel 
Field of Activity Agency ._-in_the’ Field 
\ By | Country 
eee i ote ce! Project| Total . 
APGHANISTAN 
Program Direction TCA 1 
Minerals and lining Dept, of Int. 2 
Grant TCA : 2 5 
BOLIV 
Program Direction | TCA 2 
Health and Sanitation TCA 2 
Ddusation TCA 19 
Agriculture ; . Dept. of Agr. aes 
Rubber Development, Dept. of Agr. 1 ! 
Social Welfare Fed Sec. Agency us 
Civil Aviation Dept. of Com. 5 Oe 30 
BRAZIL 
Program Direction . TCA ane 
Joint Commission oe ‘Dept. of State 15 
Health and Sanitation TCA ‘160’ 
Education TCA 13 
Mineral Resources ; Dept. of Int. “4 
Agriculture ; "1* Dept, of Agr. 5 
Rubber Development : Dept. of fer. 4 
Social Welfare : Fed. Sec. Agency 1 
Contracts TCA ' 12 71 
CHILE 
Program Direction TCA 3 
Health and Sanitation, TCA 2 
|. Hducation Z TCA : 1° 
Agriculture TCA 6 
Vital Statistics Fed, 5ec. Agency 1 
Industry Dest. of Com. 1 ava 
COLOMB Th 
Program Direction ; ' TCA 1 
Health and Sanitation TCA 6X. 
Rubber Develooment Dept, of Agere 2 
Agricultural ..esearch Dent. of Agr. 3 
Mineral Resources Deot. of Int, 2 
Contract TOA 8 
Civil Aviation Dept. of Com, 1 23 
COSTA RICA 
Program Direction TCA 3 
Agriculture TCA 8 
Healvh and Sanitation . . TCA 3 
Agriculture ' Dent. of Lgr, 4 
Rubber Develonment Dept, of Agr. 
Census Dept. of Com. 1 
| Highways ‘* Deot,. of Com. 1 
Civil Aviation Dept. of Com. 1 
i___Vital Statistics Fed, Sec. Agoncy __ 1 28 





TECHNICAL GOOPERAT ION ADMINISTRATION 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
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-GUBA 
Kenaf Fiber Development * 


Field of: Activity 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


SS eS a CS OT 


Program Direétion 
Education 

Rubber Development 
Agriculture 


ECUADOR 
Progrum Direction 
Health and Canitation 
Education 
Agriculture 
Civil Aviation 
Railroads 


EGYPT 
~ Program Direction 
Sovial Services 
Agriculture 
Industry 
Contract 


EL SAIVADR 


Agriculture 

Fisheries 

Social ‘Yelfare 

Health and Sanitation 
Eaucayrcn 

Health and Sanitation 
Agriculture 

Rubber Development 


HATTT 
Program Direction 
Agriculture 
Health and Sanitation 
Rubber Development ~ 


HONDURAS 
Program’ Direction 
Agriculture 
Health and Sanitation 
Education 
Highways 
DDT 
Program Direction 
Natural Resources 
Social Welfare 
Health and Sanitation 
yA griculture 
Werk! ig Conditions 
taaiae ul! yv 


Contract . 


nt eres: 











Agency 





Dept. of Agr. 


Dept. of Agr. 
Dept. of -lgr. 


Dept. of Agr. 
Dept, of Com. 
Dept. of Com. 


TCA 
Fed. Sec, Agency 
Dept, of jAgr. 


Dent, of Com. 
TCA 


Dept. of Agr. 
Dept. _ ot Int. 
Fed. Sec, Agency 
TCA 


TCA 


Dept. of ae 
Dept. of ? ier 


Dept. of gre 


Dept. of Com. 


TCA 

Dept.,of Int. 
Fea. Sec. Agency 
Fed, Sec. Apency 
Dept. of Agr. 
Dept. of Labor 
Dept. of Com. 
TCA 





ae 


Personael 


——In_the Field 


By | Country 


Pro pe 
4 | 4 
2 
2 
| 
a 6 
2 
6 
8 
11 
2 
2 31 
2 
3 
1 
3 
2 121 
1: 
1 
1 
i : 
1 18 
| 
7 
2 12 | 
| 
| 
6 
7 
3 19 | 
3 
6 
2 | 
2 | 
1 17 | 
j | 
: : 
22 
% | 
1 
5 43 


TRAN 


NEPAL 





Country and 
Field of Activity | 
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Program Direction A 
Apnrenticeship Dept. of Labor 
Agriculture Dept, of Arr, 
Vocational Education Fed. Cec. Agency 
Health Instruction . Fed. Sec. peensY 


RQ 


Ustural Resources Dept, of In 
Industry Dept. of Com. 
Contract TCA 

Program Direction TCA 


Katernal and Child Health 


Water Resources Dept. of Int, 


Roads Dept. of Com. 
ISRAEL 

Propram Direction TOA 

Heajth and Sanitation Fed, See. Aponey 
JCRDAN 

Program Direction TGA 

Contract ~ TOA 
LEBANON 


Prucram Direction 
Rivsr Vaijey Development 


Agriculture Dept. of Agr, 

Health and Sanitation Fed, Ses, &gensy 

Educatisn Fed. Sec. Agency 

Indus try Deot, of Com, 
LIBERA 


Joint Cemmission Dept, of State 
ee Direction 

Agrieulture 
Aerial Photugraphy 
Hichways 

Pouer ees Naan 
Publis Healt 


Dept. of Agr, 
Dept. of Com. 
of Com, 
_ Dept. of Int, 
. Fed, “ee, Agency 


Hous ing _ Housing and Home 
. Finance Agensy 
Contract TCA 
LIBYA 


TCA 


Program Direction 
Dept, of Agr, 


Agriculture 


Education Fed, Sec, Agency 
NEX ICO 

Health and Sanitation TCA 

Geologic Savenelent ous Devt, of Int, 

Fisheries bept, of Int, 


Rubber Development 
Maternal and Child Health 
Mineral l.esources 


Dept, of Apr. 
Ted, Sec. peouey 
Dept, of Int, 


&ericulture 
Mineral Resources 


Dept, of Agr, 
Lept. of Int. 


i) 
O 
‘oS 
cot 
e 


SS eR a aS 





Ageney @ (8 


Ted, Sec, Agency 





Personnel 
|___im the, Field 
' , By Country 
Project| Total 
4 
g 
4 
13 
2 
i 
18 66 
| 2 
L 
2 
2 7 
5 
ZL 6 
1 
2 3 
6 
8 
4 
2 
1 
Bf 22 
2 
6 
13 
3 
ad: 
i 
a2 
2 
7 50 
1 7 
10 
2 
2 
3 
A 
2 26 
= 
1 | 2 
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| 





‘ Country and 
Field of Activity 


2 ld 
| “Country 
cia Total | 
NIGARAG 


Program Direction 
Health and Sanitation’ 
Power Deve lopment 
Agriculture 

Education 


PAKISTILN 
Program Direction 
Agriculture 
Statistics 
Contract 


PANAMA © 
Prorram Direction 
Health and Sanitation 
Eeusetton 
Socini Welfare 
Agricuiture 
Civil Aviation 
Ccntract 
FARAGUAY 
Jotnt Commission 
rrograi Virection 
4priculture 
Eduea tZeon 
Health end Sanitation 
hatural Resources 
PEP.U 


Program Direction 
&pguiculture 

Education 

Heaton_and Sanitation ° 
Agz.ioulture 

Rubber Development 
Fisheries 

Geo-ogiv Investigations 
Vital Statistics 


SAUDI ARABIA 
Ground Vater Survey 
Financial Feforms 


SYRIA 
Contract 


ee 
eae am Direction 
Hea th a penstetton 
Agricul , 
VEREZUBIA 
Health and Sanitation - 


TCA 

TCA 

TCA 

Fad, pose Ageney 
Dept. o of fr. 


Dant. of Com. 
TCL 


Dept. of Int. 


ept, of Agr. 
Dept. of Agr. 
Dept. of Int. 
Dept. of Int. 
Fed, Sec. agency 


ren’ of Int. 
TC 


Tee ee i | 
Personnel 
ee ma Wield 


| 
ae 
co 
a ks 
fol 
2-1 9 4 
ee 
6 
td | 
pe | 

ed 
2 | 
2 | | 
Ta 
boy | 
3 | 
| 
a | 
1 

i | 
2) 9 
gi 
a 

| | 
gi 
a 
be 











Country and | aa Personnel { 
Field of Activity Agency in the Field | 
Ey | Country | 
Seine Project | =o8t | 
AMERICAN REPUBLICS REGIONAL 
Rubber Development 7 Dept. of Agr. | 3 j 
Vital Statistics | Fed. Sec. Agency | 
Jabor Statistics Dept. of Labor 
Iabor Standards | Dept, of Lebor : | 
Technical Pools TCA by ites i 
Contract TCA | . 20 | 
NEAR BAST PEGIONAL | 
Program Direction TCA | . 3 | 
Health Fed. Sec. Agency | af By ct 
Locust Control Dept. of Agr. | 1 ieee: 
| 
Seer ent oe 
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Prepared in Reports Office 

TCA -. Dept, of State 

Warch 26, 1952 

Distributed b- Public Affairs Office 


April 9, 1952 


-Hr, Oscar W. Moler, eye 
Diseotor African Operations, 
Technical Cooperation Administration, 
Washington, De ©, 


Dear Oscars: 


I seam to have mislaid fico Kuhn's name and address, 
I em not even certain of the spelling so am taking the 
liberty to fall back on you, 


Can you have whatevor pamphlets or material giving 
the pisture of Point 4, that it hopes to accomplish, what 
has been done, etc., sent to; 


lim, Alvis Lee Tinnin, 
. 43 Wendell Street, 
Comabridge, Mass, 


I am inclosing a special delivery stamp which I hope | 
might be affixed to the envelope. She is my daughter and - 
is getting material for a tom paper her husband must write 
_ for a class at Harvard, She asked me for it some time aco 
and it is late, 


Thanks in advance, Hope you are well and that all gocs 
well, 


Cordially, . 


Claude A. Barnett 


4 


Ein Is ily Bans 


reer 
reine CAAT 
ear 
anaes waren nes Oe SF 


Rie 9, 1952 


Fone Baward R, “Douay: 


Ue S. Ambassador to Liberia, 


. Honrovia, Liberia, W. A. 


Dear Ed Dudleys 


Thanks very much for you prompt reply. You understood 
thy some of us were a bit perturbed I am sure, If you wore 
plamning to retire and cach of the two or three tho talcd 
vere regretful that you would even consider such q move, then 
there was determination that Monrovia was not to become "lost®™ 
to the group. 


It is true that Neexoes have no monopoly on the post tut 
42 the plan was to name a Necro head of TCA in Liberia with 
the expectation of trensfcrring the Ambassadorship, then it is 
cortain action would be called for, I hope sincerely that a 
very effective man is namd to head up TCA. We talk a creat 
desl about our need for places but when you look around - for 
competent and capable pcopic, they are not too easy to finds » 


Mr. Truman pulled @ bogutiful play, did he not? Ue raise 
ed himself in the estecn of the people and if the right man is 
micminated he may have hcipod the party. 


Sinoerely, 


. Claude A, Barnett 


May 1, 1952 


Mre Ce Rood Hill, 
Technical Cooperation Administration, 
Washington, De Ce 


Daer Reed Hille 


Perhaps you reoall that some six or seven months ago I 
wrote you in Liberia asking for samples of sane woodse When 
I arrived in Monrovia sore time later and inquired about the 
request, I discovered the letter had been passed along by you 
and was lodged on a desk but had not been acted upone You 

ut me in contact with the foresters 


He and I talked. He suggested I get a copy of a raport 
which had just been published and Mre Meier sent mea a copy of 
it two or three woeks agos 


He, the forester, thought it might be possible to get 
some samplese I have heard nothing more of the matter, howe 
evere 


Itd like to rovise my requeste I would like to confine 
4% for the moment to "Cottonwood". I would like a few samples, 
six or sight or ten, if possible. 


Wa eould use 1/4 sections or whole seations depending on 
the size of the treoe From 6" to 10" in heighth or thicknesse 


If these can be shipped to me in care of We Re Keating Coo, 
90 Broad Street, New York, I'd like to pass them on to parties 
whoywmy have considerable interest. Any inoidental expense ine 
volved I will bear, 


If the forester could give any picture of the relstive 
availability of “Cottonwood” and whether it is present in ob» 
tainable quantities, that would be helpfule 


I hope sll goes well with you and will eppreoiate whetever 
you oan do for mo in this mattore 


Sincerely, 


Claude A. Barnett 


FET tht Ad eee 


corr 


<< ‘Monrovia, Liberia, - 
, «December oe 1952.) 


My dear Dre Patterson: 


: - I am | sorry that 7 did not faye the So seruniey $0 talk with you 

-before I left America for Liberia. . I find opportunity written everywhere © 
-in this grand country. Challenge is written upon the faces. of the || 
a ace I am glad to be here, 


»> You. are "familiar with the University of, Oklahoma Educational Project.” 
in Ethiopia. Such project, as I understand it, represents a sort of: 

- memorial to Dr. Bennett, the spiritual father of the Point IV Program, © 

It is my understanding that: the pun Of sees 000,000 has been invested in 
this Ethiopian project. fa 


It occurs to me that ‘the Mutual Security Agency and/or the Technical 
Cooperation Administration would be interested in having Tuskegee, 
Institute set up in Liberia a vocational, trade, technical and/or junior 
. engineering program to meet the needs of "this country. Just roughly, — 
I wuld assume that sush program here would call for an expenditure of 
$1,500,000. It would be my hope that you would be interested in such a 
program, and that you and your associates would assume the responsibility 
of designating types of buildings and equipment to implement same, In 
_addition, under your auspices, a strong technical bi-racial faculty would 
be assembled. | Naturally, the organization which I represent would wish 
_ to maintain in connection with such an enterprise some administrative and 
supervisory activities. Basically, it would be the Tuskegee Institute 
Program for Liberia. . Just off hand, I would suggest that it would be con- ~ 
sidered a memorial aise to ea Bemett. This may or may not help in the | 
Seve of same. : 


os It is my thought tnat the program now suggested might be ietesnitea 
_ with the on-growing program of Booker Washington Institute of Liberia. 

I assume that it would not be difficult to obtain the necessary agreements 

to effect this end. Our Congress will be in session quite soon. If - 

absolutely necessary I would be glad to return to America to launch Pe 

proeren if you and your associates wot think well of it. 


; Mr. Harold Stassen will soon become the hanantietrater of the Mutual 
Security Agency. I know him sufficiently well to believe that he will - 
support the general pro ject which I now suggest. You might discuss it | 


- Dr. F. D. Patterson, 
_ Tuskegee Institute, | 
‘Tuskegee, Alabama. — 


with © Mr. Stanley Andrews, the Adit eicatak” of tie Technical bosperatisa - 
Administration. There is absolutely no- ‘question about the need of this 
“trade and technical training program now ‘proposed. Consider this. matter 
and write me’ freely your point of’ view of same. — cae 7 


> Please. accept Christmas ‘gréetings cae my : very best wishes. for your 
eenecese. and happiness during the coming New Year. 


5, 


' Sincerely yours ’ 


John We Davis 
- Director of Technical Geoheratian. 


January 3, 1963 


Dr.» John W, Davis, 
Technical Cooperation Administration, 
Monrovia, Liberia, Wy Ae 


Dear Dy, Davis: 


Glad to hear fron. yaa and to lmow that things are nove 
ing off nicely fa you, *I think this is a nice tina cf the 
year to arrive in Vest Africa, What they call the Harmttan 
winds seem like pleasant breezes to me, - 


I will present the matter on which you write to Prosie 
dent Patterson, 1 Imew that Dr, Bennett, the late hoad of 
TCA, the former president of Oklehoma A&M, had successfully 
put through his precramfor the use of Oklahoma Thivi'sity as 
a laboratory for worlsing out the needs of Abyssinia, ‘The 
idea may appeal to Dy, Patterson provided Liberia would like 
it and provided that the quite ambitious undertaking in 
Ethiopia is looked upon with favor by TCA now it is in the 
functioning stags, Anyway I*ll take the liberty of passing 
your information along to him, 


lest week our Liberian correspondent indicatod that 
Ambassador Dudley mihh% have important backing to remain in 
Monrovia, There is absolutely no question about the really 
diplomatic manner in which he handles his job, If I wore 
among the big corporations who are operating I surely would 
keep him there rathor then taking a chame of training a now 
men whose potentitalities you lmow nothing of. As & matter of 
faot, Firestone just about has the Liberian desk in the State 
Depar tment in his pocket. If he had it under Truman thon you 
know he warld be in better position with this new voginie, 50 
it may come to pasts 


Hope you had 4 nice Holiday, Etta is fine, She is in New 
Haven today. Our son-inelaw is in Yale Law School, Our dauphe 
ter, therefore, tock qa job in charge of IBM machine oporatione 
She teaches to Yale part time students, Etta wuld wish to join 
me in regards and to ask you to give Ambassador and its, Dudlg 
our very best regards, 

Cordially, 


Claude A, Bamett 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
TECHNICAL COOPERATION ADMINISTRATION 





Monrovia, Liberia, 
March 30, 1953. 


My dear Mr. Barnett: 


I am indebted to you for many clippings which treat the general 
subject of my appointment as Country Director of the Point IV pro- 
gram in Liberia, I am glad to have the clippings. I did not know 
how the newspapers treated my appointment here. Perhaps my children 
may enjoy reading the clippings in a master scrap book which we are 
preparing, 


What is happening on the matter of the appointment of a new 
Ambassador? We hear many unauthoritative rumors. We do not know 
what to believe. In the meantime, Mrs. Dudley has returned to the 
United States because of the illness of her mother. Ambassador 
Dudley continues to function admirably and efficiently. 


“I am sure that you will watch the effort on the part of some 
people to send a career diplomat here. Such action would very likely 
bar Negroes forever from holding this post. 


Ethel is here with me. She joins me i 
you, Mrs. Barnett and the great children, 






Sincerely yours, 





hn W. Davis 


Director Technical Cooperation | 


Mr, Claude Barnett, 
The Associated Negro Press, 
3531 South Parkway, 
Chicago 15, Illinois. 





Reel at ee 


April 9, 1953 


Dr. John W, Davis, 
Director of Technical Cooperatim, 
Monrovia, Liberia, We Ae 


Dear Dr. Daviss. 
It is always good to heer from you, You and Liberia are 
always in our minds for our interest is deepe 


You. perhaps Iznow that we have on several cccasions souht 
to advance thinlcing vegerding Mr. Dudley, sugcesting that he 
was doing such a superior job that he well might be permitted 
to remain as Ambassador, In addition, we hav pointed out that 
the Firestone and Republic Irom people stood espcoially high in 
Republican oireles and inasmuch as it seemed he had most excele 
lent relations vith representatives of American cspital as well 
as with Liberiens, it would be wisdom to retain a tried and ex- 
perienced diplaact in such a post. 


It seems immohable this will coour, I would not have 
rasohed this omclusion were it not that I learned on vhat seem- 
ed good authority ton days ago, Ohio emissaries of high rank 
who were presume! to be representing Senata's Taft end Bricker, 
approached Dr. Charles H, Wesley during the North Contral meete 
ing Were. 


They asked hin, so I was informed, if he would accept the 
Liberian post if it were offered him, Their reprosaxtation was 
that the sdlary was $25,000 a year. As the report reached us, 
when he learned it was $15,000 end $10,000 for aspamses, he is 
supposed to have made up his mind negatively. Tho salary is not 
too much more thai he is receiving and the fact that the job 
lasts oly four yoars so that when he. seturned he would have lost 
all of his educational contacts plus the fact that ho has the 
-gohool wmder good control and has meade an effective sot of con- 
tacts and impressims in Ohio, is said to have decided against ite 
You know he delivoxed the quarterly commencement address at Ohio 
State U, 


Dre John We Davisevececvcceser 4/9/53 


As I had the pioture, the State Department was dickering with the idea 
of putting a career man in Liboria and offering Duiley a post in a non» 
Afvicen country as a part of a program of integratim, the change in 
administration probably scotched all this. The new administration has had 
no posts to give to Negroes due to the great demands on the part of white 
applicmts for sindry ic a ane so it my be oy will sacrifice effin 
iency to expediencye. ; 


Those are merely outside spaces I am not in the confidmee of 
those in power neither do I now who is. We have less real represmtatio 
and inside mow how in the top rungs at Washington now than over before, 


Etta is in Texas m tour, She perhaps will join me in Tuskegee Sunday. 
I lmoav she will be glad to heax from you and Mrs. Davis, 


I hope Point 4 moves smoothly from Washington to Monrovias 


- My best wishes to the Arnbassador and all my good frimds thores 
Sincerely, 


Claude A. Barnett 


Breet F esses eene LUT LVL 


feeraent¢) 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
TECHNICAL COOPERATION ADMINISTRATION 





Monrovia, Liberia, 
April 16, 1953. 


Dear Mr, Barnett: 


I am interested in your letter of April 9. I appreciate 
the high appraisal which you have placed on the services of 
Ambassador Dudley. He has done a remarkably fine service in 
Liberia for our Government. 

I support the point of view of Dr. Charles Wesley. Under 
the terms of the implied offer of the Ambassadorship here to 
him, he could not, to advantage, accept same. It will not be 
an easy thing for our Government to get top flight people of 
the Negro race to accept a $15,000 a year job here. A few 
men who may be looking for prestige and standing might be > 
interested in the post here, 


Many people in this country are waiting on some high 
class appointments for Negroes. I hope that the new adminis— 
tration in Washington will get around soon to the importance 
of this. 


Ethel joins me in kindest regards to you and Mrs, Barnett. 
I am sure that her tour in Texas was successful in every way. 
Please continue to keep me informed on United States actions 
and conclusions concerning Liberia, 


Sincerely yours, 


\enw 


John W, Davis 
Director of Technical Cooperation 





Mr, Claude A, Barnett, 
Director, Executive Staff, 
Associated Negro Press, 
3531 South Parkway, 
Chicago 15, Illinois. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
TECHNICAL COOPERATION ADMINISTRATION 





c/o American Embassy, 
Monrovia, Liberia, 
September 2, 1953. 


Dear Mr. Barnett: 


I received your communication of July 3 this day - September 2, 
I appreciate very much the clippings which you sent me concerning my 
resignation as President of West Virginia State College. These 
clippings will be added to many others which I have concerning some 
of my activities, 


Things are going relatively well here, in spite of reductions in 
staff and money to work with. At least this Mission is characterized 
now by the type of activity which pleases the Liberian officials. I 
came out here to work and not play, I am only interested in results. 


I understand that Ambassador Locker will reach Liberia some time 
during the current month. He will find the work here engaging, 
challenging and even difficult. I sincerely hope that you may have 
the opportunity to talk with him before he leaves the United States 
for this country. 


John Gunther and his wife visited Liberia recently. I rather 
think that the Gunthers took away with them a very sour note with 
respect to this country. I am afraid of what he may write about 
Liberia, You might wish to ask Dr, Rayford Logan of Howard University 
and/or Walter White of the NAACP to tone down Gunther's criticism on 
Liberia. I understand that these two gentlemen will be called upon to 
review the Liberian chapter of Gunther's book. 


You, Dr. Patterson and others have done too much work for Liberia. 
to see the country discredited by a visitor who remained her approxi-~ 
mately two days and one who saw only Monrovia and the President's farm. 
house, I should add that the Gunthers saw the Firestone Plantations. 
This last visit probably will not help the Liberian cause, We must 
not allow anything to be said which would turn away from this country 
the flow of outside private and governmental capital. Do what you 
think is advisable in this connection. 


Ethel 


Mr, Claude A, Barnett, 
Editor, The Associated Negro Press, 
3531 South Parkway, 
Chicago 15, Illinois. 
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Ethel joins me in warmest regards to you and Mrs. Barnett. Your 
wife has always been beautiful and I am sure that you are doing what 
you can to keep her so. 


Sincerely yours ’ 





( hn W, Davis 
Director of Technical Cooperation 


Wilhelm Anderson, FAS, USDA 
December 15, 1953 


REPORT ON VISIT TO 
LIBERIA 
OCTOBER 12 THROUGH OCTOBER 23, 1 


The object of my visit to Liberia was to review the agricultural 
program in the country and to discuss my observations thereon with the 
appropriate officials. I spent approximately two weeks in Liberia, 
most of the time being spent in field travel and visiting with the 
Agricultural technicians. 


I arrived in Liberia at Roberts Field shortly before midnight on 
October 12 and left the same field at 11 P.M. on October 23, destined 
for Tripoli. During my first day in Liberia I had the pleasure of 
meeting the Secretary of Agriculture and Commerce, Mr. Cooper, and the 
Assistant Secretary, Mr. Tolbert. I also met the Secretary of State, 
Mr. Dennis, and the American Ambassador, Mr. Locker. During the latter 
half of the afternoon we spent looking over the free port of Monrovia 
and the operations there of the liberia Mining Company. The next 
morning I had the pleasure of meeting and talking with President Tubman 
and getting his views on how the Point IV agricultural program might be 
most helpful to the people of Liberia. After lunch Mr. Pinder and I 
took off for a visit to the Blamatown Sub-Station in Montserrado County. 
This sub-station is under the direction of Mr. Lamar E, Fort, Agricultural 
Production Specialist for Montserrado and Grand Cape Mount Counties 
and Central Province. In addition to the Blamatown Sub-Station, which 
we reviewed in some detail, Mr. Fort has also under his direction the 
Wearla Sub-Station, which specializes in citrus fruits, the Gbomja Sub- 
Station in Grand Cape Mount, County, and the Royesville Sub-Station, 
some twenty miles west up the coast from Monrovia. I did not visit 
the latter two sub-stations. The Wearla Sub-Station, up the principal 
highway close to Salala, is only recently re-established and the work 
there is now just getting under way. Some years back some experimental 
work had been undertaken at this site but had been let go back to bush. 
The bush was now being cleared and a plan of operations is being put into 
effect. Nurseries were being established and a small staff of workers 
was being trained. One of Mr. Fort's three aides was in charge of this 
sub-station. I had the feeling that this aide was perhaps not too well 
chosen. 


I was well impressed with the work under way at the principal sub- 
station in Mr. Fort's territory, the Blamatown Sub-station. I observed 
quite extensive nurseries of the following tree crops: cocoa, coffee, 
citrus fruits, bananas, oil palm, a large variety of vegetables, and 


several promising plots of pasture grasses. The seedlings from the 
tree-crop nurseries are distributed to the surrounding farmers for 
setting out. We visited some of the adjacent villages and looked at 
recent plantings of cocoa seedlings surrounding the villages, At 
this and other stations are being trained a number of young men from 
the surrounding tribal clans, As these young men complete their train- 
ing at the sub-station they returm to their clan tribes and establish 
small nurseries for the use of their own tribe's people. This, in my 
judgement, is very effective on-the-job training. Fort and his 

aides and associates have distributed several thousand tree-crop 
seedlings in their area, This was evident in my travels throughout 
Mr. Fort's district, 


Following our visit in Mr. Fort's territory, Mr. Pinder and I 
proceeded up the principal highway from Monrovia to Ganta and thence 
on the Tappita road to the liberia Company's cocoa plantation. We 
found that the former manager, Mr. Porcella, had done extensive improve- 
ments within. the 25 thousand=acre plantation area. This included a 
network of roads and the erection of buildings, including residences, 
the establishment and operation of a sawmill, the establishment of 
extensive cocoa nurseries, and the planting of some 2 thousand acres 
of cocoa, The new manager, Mr. Mylord, who had recently been engaged 
from the Cameroons, was much discouraged with the survival and general 
outlook on the cocoa plantings already in being. It was evident that 
the mortality on the plantings was heavy, that the plantings had been 
made without much regard to site selection. He was on the opinion 
that much of the planting had to be re-done, if not entirely reorganized, 
on the basis of adequate soil surveys. From casual observations it 
would appear that much of the land in the 25 thousand acre-plantation 
is not suitable for the growing of cocoa. It is probable that the 
management would have to use other crops, such as coffee and oil palm, 
bananas and citrus, in order to occupy the land. It will probably take 
several years before any appreciable quantity of cocoa is harvested at 
the plantation. 


I observed much good land along the 210-mile journey from Monrovia 
to the Liberia Company plantation. From the Firestone Plantation gate 
on up the principal highway towards the interior I observed extensive 
plantings of rubber, cocoa, and coffee, though most of the plantings 
from the gate to Suakoko was rubber. This could be observed on either 
side of the road for miles on end between Kakata and Suakoko. From 

uakoko to Ganta the plantings on either side of the road were less 
extensive with blocks in between on which no plantings had been made. 
However, along this entire 190-mile highway I observed swamp rice cul- 
ture which had not been in evidence in any prior year. This new 
activity was fostered and encouraged by Mr. Pinder and his associates, 
There is taking place along this principal highway a major transformation 
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of the agriculture of Liberia. What is happening is that the rice 
culture is being moved from the uplands and the hillsides to the swamp- 
lands and the uplands and hillsides are being planted to rubber, coffee, 
cocoa, oil palm, citrus fruits, and bananas. This appears to be a 

very desirable chanze in land use. 


Much remains yet to be done to perfect the rice culture on the 
swamplands. This will take some time. I had the pleasure of visiting 
the Government rice farm west of the principal highway between Salala 
and Suakoko. This particular farm was under the supervision of Mr. 
Sidigie, a rice production expert from Sierra Leone, a British posses— 
sion. This particular rice farm had been carefully laid out into 
nee and was under irrigation from a stream that ran down the valley. 

s stream had been captured and the water appropriately directed 
through the paddies down the valley. I observed on this rice farm a 
rice crop as luxuriant as any I had seen in all my travels in the Far 
East. The method employed on this farm was one in which the rice seed 
was planted in seed beds and the seedlings later transplanted by hand 
into the paddies. 


On most of the 1953 swampland rice plantings the swamps had been 
cleared out, the ground hoed up, and the rice planted broadcast. I 
observed many good stands of rice under this type of culture but none 
of them compared with the Government rice farm which had been handled 
under the transplanting system, 


Much work remains yet to be done in teaching the native tribesmen 
how to lay out a swamp so as to make it into a rice farm. This has to 
do with clearing out all the stumps and brush, building levees, leveling 
the land and tilling it properly, preparing seed beds, transplanting 
the seedlings, subsequent weedinz, and measures needed for maintaining 
fertility. 


Mr. Gabriel ©, Meaux from Louisiana, who spent six months in 
Liberia encouraging the swampland rice culture, returned to the States 
in May 1953. He appears to have done a fine piece of work during a 
six-month period. He is returning to Liberia in January 1954 and will 
have with him an associate, Mr. Prejean, also from Louisiana, and well 
versed in rice culture. Mr. Meaux will be headquartered at Sanokwelle, 
while Mr. Prejean will make his headquarters at Lappita. “hey are 
going to concentrate in the northern half of the Central Province in 
the area beyond “uakoko. From the work already begun, there is much 
reason to believe that the next several years will se’a major trans- ~ 
formation in the rice culture of Liberia. 


On October 17 and 18 I reviewed the work now under way at the 


Central Agricultural Experiment Station at Suakoko and participated on 
October 18 in the ceremonies at which the Tubman Research Laboratory 
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was dedicated. A copy of my remarks at the dedication is attached to 
Mr. Moran's copy of this report. My observations of the agriculture 
along the principal Liberian highway may be found beginning on page 
four and running through page eight. These were extemporaneous remarks 
which I made and which the President asked me to write up so that he 
might look at them again at his leisure. 


On October 19 Mr. Pinder and I returned to Monrovia and that even- 

ing visited with the Assistant Secretary of Agriculture, Mr. Tolbert, 

I discussed with him in some detail my observations thus far and 
arranged with him to meet with him and Secretary Cooper before I departed 
liberia. The next day, October 20, Mr. Pinder and I departed by plane 
for Harper, in Maryland County. We arrived there at 11 A.M. and after 
lunch drove up to the Maryland Sub-Station with Mr. 5S. J. McCorvey, 

Agricultural Production Specialist for Maryland County and the Eastern 
Province. The sub-station is located on the left side of the main high- 
way leading to Webo, some twenty miles beyond Harper, This sub-station 
as well as Mr. McCorvey's several aides appeared to be well trained. 

The sub-station has extensive tree-crop nurseries, the seedlings from 
which are distributed to farmers and tribesmen throughout the area, 


The sub-station in Since County, some ten miles north of Greenville, 
under Mr, Cedar A. Walton{s direction, and the three sub-stations 
in the Western Province, at Voinjama, Kolahun and Zorzor, under Mr, 
W. T. Harris's direction, are not as fully developed as those at 
Blamatown and Plebo,. 


These sub-stations, so called, are really demonstration and nursery 
farms. They fulfill an unique function in the extension education pro- 
gram of Liberia. They not only provide extensive nursery stock for the 
rural people but also provide the setting for on-the-job training of 
large numbers of young tribesmen who spend from two to three months in 
obtaining a thorough understanding of nursery operations, how to trans-= 
plant and care for seedlings of the various tree crops. When their 
course of training is over, these young tribesmen go back to their clan 
tribes and there establish their own nurseries for distribution within 
their tribe. This is perhaps the most effective educational process 
that I have observed anywhere in my travels. In the northern half of 
the Western Province the paramount and clan chiefs have gone further 
than any other area in Liberia inasmuch as they pick their own young 
tribesmen, give them small salaries paid out of their tribal treasuries, 
send them to the three sub-stations under Mr. Harris' direction, where 
they remain for two to three months, and then return to their own tribes 
to carry on the work that they have learned at the sub-stations. Mr. 
Harris has three technical aides, each of whom is in charge of a sub= 
station. These aides supervise and direct the work at the substations 
under Mr. Harris' supervision. Each of them is also in charge of the 
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training of some twenty young tribesmen who remain at the station from 
two to three months, then returm to their tribes. As the training of 

one group is completed, another group is taken on. This appears to be 
a very effective system of extension education. 


Mr, David Banks, Vocational Agricultural Specialist, is working 
with three high schools in instituting vocational agricultural education, 
From what I could gather from him, as well as Mr. Pinder and others, 
this work is in good hands and progress is being made. Something over 
a hundred students are in training. hen their four-year course of 
training is completed they should be qualified to extend vocational 
agricultural education more broadly throughout Liberia, 


Since Mr. Torkel Holsoe, the Forester, was on home leave in the 
States I did not have an opportunity to go much into the Mission's 
forestry program except to determine that the officials of the Department 
of Agriculture and Commerce were well pleased with his contributions 
and were looking forward to his return. They have thought well enough of 
his work to request the services of another full-time Forester who will 
soon be leaving for Liberia. This man is Mr. E. W. Fobes, who was 
recruited from the Forest Research Laboratory at Madison, Wisconsin, 

He will give his time more particularly to the marketing of forest 
products and other activities associated therewith. 


The work at the Central Agricultural Experiment Station in Suakoko 
has now been under way for nearly three years. It takes a good deal 
of time even in well organized economies to establish a full-fledged 
State Experiment Station. The work thus far accomplished at Suakoko 
is perhaps as mich as could be expected, taking into account the inex- 
perience of the Liberians in this type of scientific activity. The 
station now has cleared over 100 acres of land, a Central Research 
Laboratory has been completed, as well as other office, maintenance 
and residential structures. Fences have been built. Cattle barns 
and poultry houses have been built. A small modern rice milling plant, 
fully equipped, has now been established as a part of the station property. 
The facilities of this mill are to be made available to the farmers in 
the surrounding area. 


Plant materials of the various tree crops have been selected within 
Liberia and from other areas of the world and have been planted in test 
nurseries, Beyond the test nurseries, which are quite extensive, con- 
siderable field plantings have been made in an attempt to determine the 
site and management requirements for the successful operation of commercial 
tree-crop plantations, 


Considerable work is under way on vegetables to determine which 


kinds and species are best adapted to Liberian conditions. Further work 
is under way on corn and pasture grasses, 
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A start has been made on experimental work in animal husbandry. 
Selected bulls have been purchased from distant lands and these are 
being crossed on carefully selected native cows. The progeny is be- 
ing studied. Work is also under way on hogs and poultry. 


Except for the raising of cattle and goats, which can be done on 
improved pastures, the development of the swine and poultry industries 
requires availability of concentrates which presently are not available 
in Liberia except through imports. The price of these concentrates 
when landed in Monrovia is such that it is discouraging to the farmer, 
The Central Experiment Station will need to give serious thought to 
the development of indigenous feeds from such sources as may be avail- 
able, This going to take time and much patient effort. 


In conclusion I would say that the Point IV agricultural program 
in Liberia is in very good hands. Mr. Frank Pinder has his feet firmly 
on the ground. He knows the physical resources thoroughly. He also 
knows the local people and how far it may be possible to carry them 
each year. The some 300 thousand dollars used for this program annually 
is devoted almost wholly to technicians' salary, allowances, interna- 
tional travel, and such equipment and supplies as may be needed to 
make their work more effective. The extension program in Liberia is 
outstanding. It costs little yet is doing much. Mr. Pinder character- 
izes this program as his "two-cent" program. It may not be an expensive 
program but it is a program that fits the needs of Liberia and is 
accomplishing wonders. 


In order further to promote the transformation of the shifting 
agriculture to a permanent agriculture, Liberia needs more public high- 
ways. The extension of new highways and the further development of 
agriculture go hand in hand. In my judgement every attempt should be 
made to support the Liberian Government in its public roads program. 


Lastly, I wish to commend Mr. John W. Davis, the FOA Country 
Director for Liberia, for his gracious hospitality and for his many 
good offices in my behalf during my short stay in Liberia. 


